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(CHUKAS—BALAK - 3RD ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we experience the deeply moving and solemn transition of leadership as the holy Kohen Gadol, Aaron
HaKohen, is gathered to his people on Mount Hor. Because of the waters of Meribah, Hashem decrees that Aaron will not
enter the Promised Land. In the sight of the entire congregation, Moshe Rabbeinu ascends the mountain with Aaron and his
son Elazar, where Moshe gently transfers the sacred priestly vestments to Elazar before Aaron passes away in holiness. The

entire House of Israel, feeling the immense loss of Aaron's peaceful soul, weeps for him for thirty days.

Following this mourning period, the Bnei Yisrael face immediate challenges and spiritual trials. They are attacked by the
Canaanite king of Arad, prompting them to make a sacred vow to Hashem, Who delivers the eneny into their hands.
However, as they journey around Edom, the people's spirits grow short, and they fall into the trap of speaking against
Hashemand Moshe, complaining about the manna. This brings a painful punishment of fiery serpents, leading the people to
do teshuvah and cry out to Moshe to intercede on their behalf.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the mountain  Hor the congregation all of Yisrael the children of and they came fromKadesh And they journeyed
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of those one amongthem was fornot theland toenter andstanding perfect all of them congregation The entire
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are of those and these the wilderness the dead of had ceased foralready uponthem the decree upon whom was decreed
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Tanchuma today  allofyou arealive four Devarim aboutthem thatiswritten
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thatthe doud andeventhough  large anapple topof on small likeanapple amount topof on amount Hor  Mount
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for the Torah ~ Sinai Mount among them remained three the mountains —  andlevelled before them  went
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Tanchuma  Moshe for the burialof Nebo and Mount Aharon for the burial of the mount and Hor
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Edom  the land of the border of by the mountain at Hor Aharon andto Moshe to Hashem And He said
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saying
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the wicked toEsav todrawclose here theyjoined  thatbecause thistells Edom  thelandof theboundaryof By
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Tanchuma  yourworks" —  Hashem hasbreached Achazyahu with "Becauseyoujoined 20 1II

Pasuk 3

MN3 WK PIND OX K2 KD D Ry DN N mow

Ihave given which  theland into he shallenter not because hispeoples to  Aharon Letbe gathered
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Meribah  atthe watersof My word ~—  yourebelled against  that  because Yisrael to the children of
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the mountain Hor  them and bring up his son Elazar and — Aharon — Take
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given your crown thatyouwillsee fortunateareyou tohim  say consolation ~ of  withwords Aharon — Take
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there tothis am privileged I thatnot which toyour son
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shall be gathered and Aharon his son Elazar — and clothe them hisgarments —  Aharon  — and strip
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there and die
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toplace them fromuponhim and he stripped them he dothed him high priesthood the garmentsof —  hisgarments —
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burning andacandle  made abed hesaw andheentered intothecave enter tohim hesaid inhispresence hisson upon
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and he dosed yourmouth close andhestretched out yourhands stretchout and heascended tothebed ascend tohim he said

D°927 i%  MNIY ) ,nem ADING mwh o Tem T LDy WUy ouy

Devarim tohim whatwassaid andthisis  death forthat  Moshe coveted immediately andhecdosed youreyes close
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Pasuk 6

23 CPY? MW7 MY WY oMM M WRD Awn wyn
allof in the eyesof the mountain Hor  to  and they ascended Hashem commanded as Moshe And did
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the congregation
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Tanchuma  delay hedidnot forhim wasdifficult thatthe matter eventhough Moshe And Moshe did
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and died his son Elazar — them and he clothed hisgarments —  Aharon ~—  Moshe And stripped
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the mountain from and Elazar  Moshe and descended the mountain on the topof there Aharon
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days thirty Aharon — and they wept for Aharon had expired that the congregation all And they saw
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Yisrael the house of  all
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where theysaid descended not and Aharon descending andElazar Moshe whentheysaw the congregation all ~ And theysaw
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— andstopped the Angel against whostood one isitpossible theysaid hedied tothem hesaid Aharon is
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and they showed him mercy Moshe requested immediately  Death the Angel of overhim should rule the plague
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there and theybelieved theysaw onthebed lying tothem service theangelsof




Al
manN Poum iYW AT TN oY CRh  ,Dowim DOWIRD JSRWS M2 9D
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12 AvosdRabbiNasan tohiswife aman andbetween quarrel partiesof between
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he translates - . unless he errs  hedied because thathe whotranslates I say he had died that
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read  donot 3a Hashanah Rosh ~ Abahu Rabbi andassaid  theglory thecloudsof thatdeparted the Midrash
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itis since  because theexpressionof  falls  this expression andupon and theywereseen butrather andtheysaw
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but Aaron  died behold because weretheyseen why it thatisabove forwhat areason the givingof
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the expression of butonly applicable because expressionof thereisno the congregation all andtheysaw the translationof upon
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andif  like that  inthesenseof  serves if  for we find if  theusageof from the categoryof whichis that
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if expression from this are explained and many 21 Job  myspirit should be impatient not why
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by the way of Israel came that the South whodweltin Arad king of the Canaanite And he heard
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in Rosh asitis etc. glory  thecdoudsof anddeparted Aharon thatdied Heheard the Canaanite And he heard
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for punishment time atevery prepared  for Yisrael chastisement wasa strap of fromalways and Amalek 3 page Hashanah
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13 Bamidbar thesouth inthelandof dwells  Amalek asitissaid Amalek this thesouth Theinhabitantof
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praying Yisrael  thatthey wouldbe inorder Canaan inthelanguage of tospeak hislanguage —  and he changed
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their clothing Yisrael ~ Theysaw Canaanites werenot andthey intotheirhand Canaanites togive tothe Holy One
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if asitissaid generally letuspray theysaid Canaan thelanguageof and theirlanguage Amalekites like the clothing of
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764 Shimoni Yalkut see intomyhand this thepeople — Youwillgive surely
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by the south and they wentup asitis said the spies byit thatwent thesouth thewayof theAtharim The way of
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before them  thatjourneyed the Great the Scout the wayof the Atharim  the wayof explanation another thirteen in Bamidbar
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Tanchuma arestingplace forthem tosearchout  days three ajourneyof ten there asitissaid
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there  Shimoni Yalkut one  amaidservant  but  itwasnot acaptive fromthem andhe captured
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this  the naton —  Youwill deliver surely If and he said to Hashem avow Yisrael And vowed
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their cities —  then I will destroy into my hand
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tothe Most High  theirspoil Iwill consecrate And Iwill dedicate

Pasuk 11

DINN DI CIYIsT NN It GXARY Rip2 mm ynun
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Edom theland of —  tobypass Reeds the Sea of by way of the mountain fromHor And they journeyed
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on the journey the people the soul of and became impatient
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they turned back  this war uponthem andcame Aharon thatdied Assoonas Reeds theSeaof The wayof
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when it was decreed  for themselves that they turned back the way  itis Reeds theSeaof thewayof ontheirbackward path
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chapter1  Devarim  Reeds theSeaof thewayof intothe wilderness andjourney asitissaid the spies the decree of upon them
WOl PN Cam" MWW niyen yaw  opIine? MmN,
journeyed  Yisrael ~ Andthe childrenof asitissaid  journeys seven  on their backward path they turned back and here
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the Mountain at Hor andisitnot hedie atMoserah Butdid Aharon died there toMoserah Yaakan Bene from Beeroth
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andgoout before them hewas  asif  andtheylamentedhim forhim and theymourned theyturnedback there rather hedied
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Tanchuma the Mountain Hor until Moserah from journeys seven andyouwill find them inthejourneys andexamine
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theysaid forthem which washard thejourney because of the trouble of because of the way the people the soul of And was shortened
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our fathers turned back thus backward are turningback and we intotheland toenter close we were  Now
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the journey by the affliction of theirsoul wasshortened therefore thisday wuntil years  andeight thirty and delayed
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on the journey the people thesoulof andwasshortened —tosay isitcorrect and not en cure del tour and in foreign language
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soul  shorteningof thatyoufind place forevery itwasshortened bywhat init explained andnot onthejourney whilebeing
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11 Zechariah withthem mysoul andwasshortened forexample itwasshortened bywhat there itisexplained in Scripture
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upon hard  thing andevery 10 Judges Yisrael by the misery of Hissoul and wasshortened and for example
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and thereisno uponhim comes that the trouble likeaperson  soul  shorteningof theexpressionof onit falls  aperson
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the pain  there todwell hisheart within  place  forit andthereisno the matter it toreceive broad enough  his mind
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forexample the person upon andheavy itis thatgreat greatness theexpressionof falls  thatburdens andregardinga thing
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Youhuntme likealion anditbecomeslarge uponme it grew great 11 Zechariah against Me grewgreat theirsoul andalso
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todie  fromMitzrayim did you bringusup ~ why  and against Moshe against God  the people And spoke
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the miserable - the bread loathes and oursoul water and thereisno bread thereisno for in the wilderness
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Tanchuma tohis Master aservant theyequated andagainst Moshe against God
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were equal  both of them have youbroughtusup ~ why
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and rejecting  soul  shorteningof isanexpressionof this even loatheth and oursoul
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and died the people —  and they bit the fiery ones the snakes —  among the people Hashem And He sent
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from Yisrael many people
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their teeth  with the venom of the person  — that burn the burningones  the serpents ~ —
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and exact punishment slander bringingout for which was punished the serpent Letcome thepeople —  And theybit
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Tanchuma delicacies  intoseveral forthem  changed  single thatathing goodness from the deniers of
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on behalf of Moshe  and prayed the serpents —  fromupon us that He remove Hashem to pray
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the people
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see  from forgiving cruel he shouldbe thatnot fromhim thattheyseek toone fromhere Moshe Andprayed
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and it shallbe a pole upon it and place a fiery serpent for yourself ~make = Moshe to Hashem And said
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and he shalllive  atit and he looks who is bitten anyone
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but  continually and wastingaway injured hewas bithim adonkey or adog even  that wasbitten Anyone
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merely aseeing it andhesaw here itissaid therefore tokill hastens  theserpent that the bite of
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andhegazed aman — theserpent  bit if  anditwas and he gazed itissaid theserpent butregarding the bite of
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withintent atit hegazed - . unless tobe healed the serpent one bittenby  quick was  for not etc.

PoINgn TN POV T3 NPN TMOR R Mmp WM v3) wnizm v

looking Israel that were at the time but give life or causedeath aserpent anddoes ourRabbis and said
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not andif healed they were Whoisin Heaven totheir Father theirheart —  and subjecting above toward
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— the serpent  Dbit it anditwas the pole upon andhe placedit copper aserpentof Moshe And he made
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and he lived  the copper  the serpent of toward and he looked a man
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the Holy One blessedbe  Moshe  said but copper of tomakeit tohim wasitsaid not of copper A serpent
He
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31  Rabbah Bereishis aterm upon falling aterm copper of willmakeit andI aserpent callsit
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in Oboth  and they encamped Yisrael the children of And they journeyed
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upon  which in the wilderness Abarim in the ruins of and they encamped from Oboth And they journeyed
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the sun from the rising of  Moav  the face of
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it destruction isatermof andaruin  Iyim  theirname wascalled why Tknow not Abarim In the ruins of
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separates  whichit Kenaan thelandof to Nevo Mount — there those whopass thepassof theroadof  Ha'avarim
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Moav  thelandof of intheeastofher thesun  fromtheeastof Moav thefaceof on
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Moav  the boundary of andlikewise  of theirs  the border theendof theboundary-line of the Emori  From the boundary of
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from the side thattheycame wuntil anditseast itssouth allof Moav thelandof theywentaround Arnon  From the side of
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Moav  thelandof of onitsnorth the Emori theland of intothe midstof of Arnon the second
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belongedto andit of the Amorites from the boundary juttedout astrip  of the Amorites from the boundary thatcometh out
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encamped andthere of Moab theboundary whichis  Arnon unto of Moab intothe boundary andentered the Amorites
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grant didnot and they of Moab is the boundary ~Arnon  for of Moab intothe boundary enter and theydid not Israel
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and Moshe  consent andhedidnot hesent Moab thekingof unto andalso 11 Shoftim Yiftach  thatsaid
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Arnon the valleysof and — in Suphah Vahev —  Hashem the Warsof in the Book of itissaid -  Therefore
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and thevav Vahev Yahav from itissaid so Va'ed Yad from itissaid justas Yahev ~— islike Vahev Es
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the miraclesof torelate thereis so Reeds theSeaof themiradesof  theyrelate Justas Arnon  thevalleysof And —
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AN 21237 WN Y NIWE Mol WK DO7mm TN

Moav to the border of and leaned Ar tosettle  stretched  which  of the streams and the pouring
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there where was poured of the valleys the pouring iseshed  pouring  of  thetranslation of the valleys And the pouring
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the petirah of Aaron HaKohen on Mount Hor and the subsequent thirty days of mourning by all of
Klal Yisrael. After defeating the king of Arad through Hashem's salvation, the people complain about the wilderness
conditions and the manna, prompting a plague of fiery serpents. Upon their teshuvah, Moshe Rabbeinu is commanded to
fashion a copper serpent on a pole, bringing healing to all who look upward toward Heaven. The Bnei Yisrael then journey
through various stations, arriving at the Amon border, where they sing the beautiful 'Shirah'—the Song of the Well—

praising the miraculous well of water that Hashem provided for them through the staffs of the chieftains.

WHAT TO TAKE HOME

When the Bnei Yisrael traveled around Edom, the Torah tells us that "the soul of the people became short on the way." The
long, winding journey, the lack of immediate comfort, and the feeling of going in circles wore them down until they began
to complain. It s so easy to lose our patience and our emunah when the road of life gets long and we cannot see the

destination.

But look at what happened next: when they looked up at the copper serpent on the pole, they were healed. As Chazal teach
us in the Mishnah, it wasn't the serpent itself that healed them, but rather that when they looked upward, they subjected their
hearts to their Father in Heaven. The cure fora "shortness of soul” on a long journey is to lift our eyes and remember Who is

leading us.

When you feel overwhelmed by the daily grind or frustrated that your personal yeshua is taking longer than expected, do not

let your spirit grow short. Lift your eyes to Hashemand realize that every twist and turn is part of His master plan for you.

Today, when you face a delay, a frustration, or a long task that tests your patience, pause for three seconds, look up toward

Heaven, and say: "Hashem, I trust that You are leading me exactly where I need to go."
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L THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our deep dive into the halachos of tereifos, focusing on the critical differences between the gullet
(veshet) and the windpipe (kaneh). The Gemara explores the severe nature of clawing (derisah) by a predator, explaining
how the venomburns and widens any wound, which requires a thorough inspection of the animal. We also learn about the

immense stature of Rav, as Rabbi Yochanan rebukes Reish Lakish and describes Rav's unmatched greatness in Torah and
piety.

Additionally, the sugya addresses whether we can add to the list of tereifos established by Chazal. We encounter hunters who
killed animals by striking themin the sciatic nerve or the kidneys, yet the Sages ruled these are not tereifos because the
wounds could theoretically heal with medicine. We then begin a new Mishnah listing the cases where an animal remains
kosher, such as a split windpipe, a fractured skull where the brain membrane is intact, or removed kidneys.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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STATEMENT
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Regarding the gullet, its perforation renders the animal a tereifa in any amount, and likewise its clawing renders it a tereifa in

any amo unt.
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But regarding the windpipe, its perforation renders it a tereifa only as the size of an issar; if so, its clawing requires how much

reddening to render it a tereifa? In how much is it?

ATWR3 71 TONY T TAN M0WE 917 K292T 02

After he raised the dilemma, he then resolved it: Both this, the gullet, and that, the windpipe, render the animal a tereifa if

they are clawed and redden in any amount.
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What is the reason? The predator's venom burns continuously and goes on to widen the hole.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yitzchak bar Shmuel bar Marta sat before Rav Nachman, and he sat and was saying: A clawed animal about which

the Sages said one must be concerned, requires inspection only in the area adjacent to the intestines.
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Rav Nachman said to him: By God! Rav would teach regarding it that it must be inspected from the hollow to the thigh.
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What is the hollow? If we say it is the hollow of the foreleg, that is the same area as adjacent to the intestines, and Rav

Nachman would have said nothing new. Rather, it means from the hollow of the brain, the skull, to the thigh.

STATEMENT
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When Rav Chiyya bar Yosef went up to Eretz Yisrael, he found Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish sitting and saying: A

clawed animal about which the Sages said one must be concerned, requires inspection adjacent to the intestines.
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He said to them: By God! Rav would teach regarding it that it must be inspected from the hollow to the thigh.
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Reish Lakish said to him: Who is Rav, and who is Rav? I do not know him!
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Rabbi Yochanan said to Reish Lakish: And do you not remember that student who served Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi the
Great, and Rabbi Chiyya? By God! All those years that that student served in the yeshiva, I served standing, and who

was the greater man? He was the greater man in everything, in Torah and piety.
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Immediately Reish Lakish began to speak and said: Indeed, remembered is that man for good, as they said a halachic

ruling from his mouth: If the windpipe was dislocated and then the animal was slaughtered, it is kosher, because it is




impossible fora dislocated windpipe to be slaughtered, as it would slip away from the knife.

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan says: This is not certain; rather, he should bring the windpipe, make a new cut, and compare the two

cuts to see if they are similar.
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Rav Nachman said: They only taught that it is impossible to slaughter a dislocated windpipe where he did not hold the

simanim, but if he held the simanim and slaughtered, it is possible for a dislocated windpipe to be slaughtered.
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The Mishnah stated: This is the general rule. To include what? To include seven halachic rulings of tereifot taught by the
Amora'im.

STATEMENT

°21:77 TR NP NI T2 ATIM 2277 RR? INK 70PNV RT223 90 R2WIT 01 02T
2R 1Ry " KPR 77 198 200 nippn by 7eoin®

The men of the house of Yosef the hunter would strike animals in the sciatic nerve and kill them. They came before
Rabbi Yehuda ben Beteira to ask if it is a tereifa. He said to them: Is there any authority to add to the tereifot? You have

only what the Sages enumerated!
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The men of Rav Pappa bar Abba the hunter would strike animals in the kidney and kill them. They came before Rabbi

Abba. He said to them: Is there any authority to add to the tereifot? You have only what the Sages enumerated!
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The Gemara asks: But we see that they die from these wounds! Why are they not tereifot?
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The Gemara answers: It is learned as a tradition that if they apply medicine to it, it would live, and a wound that can heal

does not make a tereifa.




n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: And these are kosher in an animal: If the windpipe was perforated, or if it was split leng thwise.
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How much can be missing from the windpipe and still be kosher? Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Up to the size of an

Italianissar.
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If the skull was fractured but the membrane of the brain was not perforated; if the heart was perforated but not to its
chamber; if the spine was broken but its cord was not severed; if the liver was removed but an olive-bulk of it

remained, it is kosher.
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If the omasum and the reticulum were perforated one into the other, it is kosher.
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If the spleen was removed, or the kidneys were removed, or the lower jaw was removed, orits womb was removed, or

if the lung shriveled by the hand of Heaven, it is kosher.
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An animal whose hide was removed — Rabbi Meir deems it kosher, and the Sages deem it unfit as a tereifa.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: It was stated: Rabbi Yochanan said: The phrase "These are tereifot” in the first Mishnah is exclusive, meaning
only these are tereifot but other cases are kosher. And Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: The phrase "These are kosher” in our

Mishnah is exclusive, meaning only these are kosher but other cases are tereifot.
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In what do they differ? They differ regarding the ruling of Rav Mattana, as Rav Mattana said: This head of the femur

that slipped fromits place is a tereifa.
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Rabbi Yochanan said: "These are tereifot” is exclusive. The Mishnah taught tereifot, and taught "This is the general

rule” to include other cases.
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And the Tanna saw that the case of Rav Mattana, where the thigh bone is dislocated, comes under the category of "This is

the general rule”, which includes cases of missing limbs, and one might think it is a tereifa.
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What is the reason for this? Because it is similar to cases of removed organs, which render the animal a tereifa.
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Therefore, the Tanna taught "These are the tereifos” at the beginning of the Mishnah to emphasize: These listed cases alone

are tereifos, but this case of Rav Mattana is kosher.
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And Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: "These are kosher” at the end of the Mishnah is meant specifically to exclude other

cases.

EXPLANATION
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The Tanna taught the list of tereifos, and then taught "This is the general rule” to include other cases of tereifos.
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And the Tanna saw that the case of Rav Mattana does not come under "This is the general rule”, and one might think it is

kosher.
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What is the reason for this? It is not similar to perforated organs, and not similar to severed organs, and also not similar

to removed organs.
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Therefore, the Tanna taught "These are kosher” to emphasize: These listed cases alone are kosher, but this case of Rav

Mattana is a tereifa.

STATEMENT
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Returning to the text itself: Rav Mattana said: This head of the femur that slipped fromits place, meaning it was

dislocated, renders the animal a tereifa.

MR - P PPOEN PN TR N N,

And Rava said: It is kosher, but if its sinew that binds the bone in place is severed, it is a tereifa.
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And the halacha is: Even if the sinew is severed, it is also kosher, until it is completely decayed.

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Mishnah states: How much can the windpipe be missing and still be kosher? Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Until the size

of an Italian issar.

GEMARA

STATEMENT
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Ze'eiri said: You in Babylonia, who do notsee and are not familiar with this measure of an Italian issar, its measure is like a

Kurdish dinar,

STATEMENT
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and it is like a small peruta coin, and it is found among the perutah coins of Pumbedita.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Chana the moneychanger said: Bar Nappacha, meaning Rabbi Yochanan, was standing over me,

STATEMENT
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and he requested of me a Kurdish dinar to measure a tereifa with it, and I wanted to stand up before him out of respect,

but he did notlet me.

STATEMENT
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He said to me: Sit, my son, sit; craftsmen are not permitted to stand before Torah scholars at the time when they are

occupied with their work.
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And are they not permitted to stand? But didn't we learn in a Mishnah regarding those bringing Bikkurim: All the craftsmen

stand before them and greet them,
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and say to them: "Our brothers, people of such-and-such place, may your coming be in peace!”
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Before them, the bringers of Bikkurim, they stand, but before Torah scholars they do not stand

while working.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yosei bar Avin said: Come and see how beloved is a mitzvah in its proper time, for before them, the Bikkurim

bringers, they stand, but before Torah scholars they do not stand.
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The Gemara objects: From where do you prove this? Perhaps they stand so that you do not find yourself causing them to

stumble in the future, meaning they might stop bringing Bikkurim if they are not shown respect.

STATEMENT
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Rav Nachman said: A measure of "like a sela” is like more than a sela, and "like an issar” is like more than anissar.
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Consequently, Rav Nachman holds that the word "until” means until but not including the limit itself.
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Rava challenged Rav Nachman froma Mishnah: A rope that extends froma bed, until five handbreadths, is pure.
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What, is it not that exactly five handbreadths is like below five, meaning it is pure, which proves "until” includes the limit?
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The Gemara answers: No, exactly five is like above five, meaning it is susceptible to impurity.
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Come and hear a proof from the next clause: From five and until ten handbreadths, the rope is impure.
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What, is it not that exactly ten is like below ten, meaning it is impure?
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The Gemara answers: No, exactly ten is like above ten, meaning it is pure.

- 1P27390% KPW 1730 0P NianiT PRI 17,010 P23 PR YRy Ry

Come and hear another proof: The smallest of earthenware vessels, they and their bases and their walls, that can sit

without being supported, are susceptible to impurity.

[ SUMMARY ]




The daf establishes that while a puncture in the windpipe must be the size of an issar to render an animal a tereifa, clawing by a
predator renders both the gullet and the windpipe a tereifa in any amount due to the burning venom. The Gemara discusses
the scope of inspection required for a clawed animal, bringing Rav's view that it must be checked from the head to the thigh.
We then transition to the new Mishnah listing kosher cases, which sparks a fundamental dispute between Rabbi Yochanan
and Reish Lakish regarding whether the Mishnah's lists of 'these are tereifos’ and 'these are kosher' are exclusive, specifically

analyzing how this impacts Rav Mattana's ruling that a dislocated femur is a tereifa.

HW}??:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

We see in our Gemara a beautiful and moving moment of kavod HaTorah. When Rav Chiyya bar Yosef mentioned the ruling
of Rav, Reish Lakish initially questioned Rav's authority. But Rabbi Yochanan immediately corrected him, describing how he
himself stood in awe of Rav's greatness, testifying that Rav was "the greater man in everything, in Torah and piety." Upon
hearing this, Reish Lakish did not let pride get in the way; he immediately changed his tone, praised Rav, and quoted a

halachah in his name with the utmost respect.

This teaches us a profound lesson in how we must view and speak of our gedolim, our rabbeim, and indeed, any talmid
chacham. Itis very easy in the course of learning or discussing Torah to treat opinions as mere intellectual arguments,
forgetting the holiness of the souls who carried this Torah down to us. When we speak of the sages of the Gemara, the

Rishonim, the Acharonim, or the rabbeim of our own generation, we must do so with a sense of awe and deep reverence.

This respect is not just a nice middah; it is the very foundation of our mesorah. When we show genuine kavod to those who

teach and embody the Torah, we are showing kavod to the Torah itself and to the Aibershter who gave it.

Today, when you mention a Torah teaching, a vort, or a halachah, make sure to say the name of the rav or sage who said it

with visible warmth and respect, consciously elevating their honor in your conversation.
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Learned like the daf, the literal words in bold, flowing with the elucidation

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this opening perek of Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, the Rambam sets down the very foundation of our entire emunah,
guiding us to the ultimate knowledge of Hashem's existence. We begin by learning that Hashemis the Primary Being who
brought everything into existence, and that He is completely independent of the world, while everything in creation is

entirely dependent on Him.

The Rambam then brings us to understand the absolute unity of Hashem, explaining that He is not a body and has no
physical form whatsoever. We will explore how the anthropomorphic expressions in the Torah are merely metaphors written in
the language of man, and how even Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest of all nevi'im, was limited by his physical nature from fully
grasping the ultimate essence of the Creator.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Existence of the Creator and the Derivation of All Existence from Him
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The foundation of the foundations and the pillar of the wisdoms
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is to know that there is there a Primary Being, Hashem, Who exists eternally.
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And He brings into being every existing thing in the universe.
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And all the existing things from heaven and earth and what is between them
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did not come into existence except from the truth of His existence.

Halacha 2 - The Absolute Necessity of the Creator's Existence for the Existence of All Beings
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And if it should arise upon the mind, as an impossible thought,
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that He is not existing,
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there is no other thing able to exist atall, because everything depends entirely on Him.

Halacha 3 - The Absolute and Independent Existence of Hashem
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And if it should arise upon the mind that there are not all the existing things aside from Him existing,
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He alone would still be existing.
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And He would not be nullified by their nullification,
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because all the existing things need Him for their existence,
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and He, blessed is He, is not needing them, and not even one of them.
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Therefore, His truth of existence is not like the truth of existence of one of them.

Halacha 4 - The Absolute Truth of the Existence of the Creator

This is what the prophet says in Yirmeyahu 10:10, "And Hashem God is truth.”
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He alone is the truth
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and there is not to another any truth like His truth.
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And this is what the Torah says in Devarim 4:35, "There is none aside from Him."
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Meaning, there is not any other existence of truth aside from Him like Him.

Halacha S - The Existence of the Creator and His Infinite Guidance of the Sphere
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This Being, Whose existence is necessary and primary,
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He is the God of the world,
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and the Master of all the earth.
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And He is the One Who guides the sphere of the universe
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with power that has no end or limit,
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with power that has no interruption.
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For the sphere revolves constantly,
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and it is impossible that it should revolve without one who causes it to revolve.
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And He, blessed is He,
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is the One Who causes it to revolve,
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without a hand and without a body.




Halacha 6 - The Mitzvah to Believe in Hashem and the Probibition of Heresy
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And knowledge of this matter, to know that there is a First Being Who brought everything into existence, is a positive

commandment,

SR BREE R

as it is said in the Ten Commandments: "I am Hashem your God."
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And anyone who brings up upon his mind that there is there in existence another god besides this One, Hashem,
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transgresses a negative commandment,
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as it is said: "There shall not be to you other gods before My face.”
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And such a person denies the fundamental principle of our entire faith,
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for this is the great principle upon which everything in the Torah and the world is dependent.

Halacha 7 - The Absolute Unity of the Creator and the Negation of His Corporeality
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This God is one,
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and He is not two, and not more than two,
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but He is absolutely one,
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that there is no other one like His unity among the other unities that are found in the world.
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He is not one like a category that includes many individual entities,
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and not one like a body that is divided into parts and into boundaries,

02192 9N MR TIN PPRY TINY KN

but rather He is a unity that there is no other unity like it in the world.
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If there were many divinities, they would have to be bodies and physical forms,
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because those that are numbered, who are equal in their basic existence, do not separate this one from this one
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except by circumstances that occur to bodies and physical forms.
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And if the Creator were a body and physical form, He would have a limit and boundary,
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since it is impossible to be a body that does not have a limit.
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And anything that has a limit and boundary to its body, there is a limit and end to its power.
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And our God, blessed is His name, since His power has no limit and it does not cease,

for behold, the sphere revolves always,
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His power is not the power of abody.
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And since He is not a body, the circumstances of bodies do not occur to Him
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in order that He should be divided and separated from another.
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Therefore, it is impossible that He should be anything but one.
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And knowledge of this matter is a positive commandment,
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as it is said in Devarim 6:4, "Hashem is our God, Hashem is one."

Halacha 8 - The Holy One Blessed Be He Has No Body or Physical Form
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Behold, it is explicitly stated in the Torah and in the Prophets
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that the Holy One, blessed be He, is not abody or a physical form,
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as it is said in the book of Yehoshua:
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"Because Hashem your God, He is God in the heavens above and on the earth below.”
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And a body cannot be in two places at the same time, proving that Hashemis not physical.
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And it is also said in Devarim:
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"For youdid not see any image" on the day Hashemspoke to you at Sinai.
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And it is said in Yeshayah:
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"And to whom will you liken Me, that I should be equal?”
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And if He were a body, He would be similar to other bodies which are created and limited.

Halacha 9 - Corporeal Expressions in the Torah as Metaphors and Descriptive Imagery
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If so, what is this that is written in the Torah: "And under His feet"?
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Or that which is written, "written with the finger of God"?
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Or expressions like "the hand of Hashem", "the eyes of Hashem”, or "the ears of Hashem"?
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And similar to these things?
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All of this is according to the mind of human beings, who do not recognize anything except physical bodies,
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and the Torah spoke in the language of human beings so they could understand.
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And all of these are merely descriptive metaphors.
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As it is said: "If I whet the lightning of My sword".
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And does He have a sword, and with a sword does He kill? Rather, it is a me taphor, and all such descriptions are a

me taphor.
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A proof to the matter is that one prophet says that he saw the Holy One, blessed is He, with "His garment like white

snow",
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and another saw Him with "crimsoned garments from Batzrah".
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Moshe our teacher himself saw Him at the Sea like a mighty man making war,
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and at Sinai like a messenger of the congregation wrapped in a tallis.
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This is to say that He has no image or form, but all of these appearances were only in a vision of prophecy and in a vision.
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And the truth of the matter, the mind of man cannot understand, nor is it able to grasp Himor to search Him out.
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And this is what the verse says: "Can you find the search of God? Can you find unto the limit of the Almighty?"

Halacha 10- The Request of Moshe Our Teacher to Comprebend the Truth of the Creator’s Existence
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What is this that Moshe our teacher requested to comprehend
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when he said, "Show me please Your glory"?
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He requested to know the truth of the existence of the Holy One, blessed be He,
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until it would be known in his heart
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like the knowledge of one of the men whose face he saw,
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and his image is engraved in his heart,
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so that that man is found se parated in his mind from the rest of the men.
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So requested Moshe our teacher
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to have the existence of the Holy One, blessed be He, separated in his heart from the rest of the existing entities,
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until he would know the truth of His existence as it is.
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And He answered him, blessed be He,

that there is no strength in the mind of a living man,
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who is composed of body and soul,
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to comprehend the truth of this matter upon its clarity.

NI 7172992 7IM

And He made known to him, blessed be He,
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what no man knew before him and no one will know after him,
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until he comprehended from the truth of His existence
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a matter by which the Holy One, blessed be He, is separated in his mind from the rest of the existing entities,
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just as one of the menis separated whose back he saw,
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and he comprehended his entire body and his clothing in his mind from the rest of the bodies of the men.
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And upon this matter the verse alluded and said,

I X7 2291 798 NS PR




"And you shall see My back, and My face shall not be seen”.

Halacha 11 - The Absolute Negation of Physical Properties and Change from the Creator

2130 MR IPRY 203 11

And since it has been clarified that He is not a body or a physical form,
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it is also clarified that there will not happen to Him any of the occurrences of the bodies.
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He hasnot connection and not separation.
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He hasnot place and not measure.
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He hasnot ascent and not descent.
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And not right and not left.
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And not front and not back.
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And not sitting and not standing.
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And He is not found in time,
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so that there would be to Hima beginning and an end and a number of years.
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And He is not subject to change,
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for there is not to Him anything that would cause to Him change.




ST MIAT 220D 2200 R NI KD 49 1KY

And there is not to Him neither death and nor life like the life of the body that is living.
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And nor foolishness and nor wisdom like the wisdom of the man who is wise.
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He has not sleep and not waking.
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And notanger and not laughter and not joy and not sadness.
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And notsilence and not speech like the speech of the children of man.
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And thus said the Sages of blessed memory:
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there is not Above neither sitting and nor standing and nor separation and nor connection.

Halacha 12 - Physical Descriptions of the Creator as Metaphor and Imagery in the Torah
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And since the matter is so, that Hashemhas no physical form or body,
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all these things and the like of them that were said in the Torah and in the words of the Prophets describing Hashem

with physical actions or emotions,
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all of themare metaphor and imagery.
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This is like that which is said in Tehillim, "He who sits in the heavens shall laugh.”
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And as it says in Devarim, "They angered Me with their vanities.”
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And asitsays, "As Hashemrejoiced,” and the like of them.
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Regarding all such expressions, the Sages said, "The Torah spoke in the language of human beings," so that the human ear

can grasp the COHCGptS.
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And so He says in Yirmeyahu, "Is it Me they anger?” showing that Hashemis not affected by human actions.
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Behold, He says in Malachi, "I, Hashe m, have not changed.”
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And if He were at times angry and at times happy, He would change fromstate to state, which is impossible for Hashem.
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And all these things, like emotions and changes, are not found except in the dark, lowly bodies of this physical world,
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the dwellers of houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, namely, human beings.
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But He, blessed is He, shall be exalted and shall be elevated above all this, completely free fromany physical attributes or

changes.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the positive mitzvah to know that there is a Creator who sustains all of existence with
infinite power, and the negative commandment against believing in any other deity. The Rambam then demonstrates that
Hashemis absolutely one, possessing a unique unity that is completely non-physical, as any physical body is inherently limited.
He explains that all physical descriptions of Hashemin the Torah are purely metaphoric, meant to help human minds relate to
the Divine, and concludes by explaining that while Moshe Rabbeinu sought to comprehend Hashen's true essence, such

complete understanding is impossible for any living human being.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Rambam begins our entire avodah with a staggering realization: Hashemis not just the most powerful force in the
universe, but He is the only true, independent reality. Everything else in creation, fromthe vast heavens to the chair you are
sitting on, only exists because His constant, infinite power wills it to be. If He were to stop willing it for a single second,

everything would vanish. This is the meaning of "Ein od milvado”, there is no true existence besides Him.

When we go about our day, we easily fall into the trap of thinking that the world has its own independent power. We worry
about our parnassah, we stress over what people think of us, and we treat our daily challenges as if they are independent
forces we must battle. But the Rambam s teaching us that there is no other power. The person standing in front of you, the

obstacle in your way, and the very breath in your lungs are all being actively sustained by the Creator this very moment.

To live with this emunah means to look past the physical surface of our lives and see the hand of the Creator in everything.
When you realize that Hashemis the only true reality, your worries begin to shrink. You realize you don't need to manipulate

the world or fear anyone; you only need to connect to the One who is constantly bringing the entire world into being.

Today, take one minute during a busy moment to stop and look around you. Remind yourself: "Nothing in this room, and no

one in ny life, has any power of their own. Hashemis creating all of this right now, and He is the only truth.”
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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