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(CHUKAS-BALAK - 7TH ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this Aliyah, we see the final, desperate attempts of Balak to have Bilaam curse the Bnei Yisrael. Balak takes Bilaam to the
peak of Peor, hoping a change of place will bring a change of fortune. However, when Bilaamlooks out and sees the
beautiful, modest arrangement of the camps of Yisrael, the spirit of Hashem comes upon him. Instead of curses, his mouth is
filled with the most beautiful, eternal brachos, praising the tents of Yaakov and prophesying the ultimate downfall of the

nations that oppose them.

After Balak sends Bilaamaway in a rage, Bilaamdelivers one final prophecy regarding the end of days, foretelling the coming
of Moshiach and the destruction of Amalek and Edom. Tragically, the Aliyah then shifts to a dark moment in Shittim, where
the Bnei Yisrael are enticed by the daughters of Moab into the avodah zarah of Baal-peor, bringing a devastating plague upon
the camp until a dramatic act of zealotry is performed.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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it will be right perhaps another a place to I will take you please go Bilaam to Balak  And said
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fromthere forme and you will curse him God in the eyes of
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future anexpressionof butrather andcursehim like command anexpressionof this isnot forme andyoushallcurse him
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in foreign tongue maldire from there forme and youwill curse him in Hiseyes it will be right perhaps
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the wasteland the face of upon which overlooks Peor the peak of  Bilaam — Balak  And took
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meansof by tobepunished aredestined thatthey andhesaw Balak — was great  asoothsayer Peor The top of

22 121 own DRy Sann nPYRT RRY M LARD Y1 M7 KDY W

all  andso fromthere uponthem willrest thecurse perhaps hesaid bywhat knowing washe butnot  Peor
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12b ~ Sotah  theysee what knowing buttheyarenot theysee atthestars  those whogaze
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seven here forme and prepare altars seven here forme build Balak to Bilam And said
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and seven  and prepare bulls
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on the altar andaram abull and he offered  Bilaam said as Balak And did
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go and he did not Yisrael — tobless Hashem in the eyesof itwasgood that  Bilam  And he saw
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his face  the wilderness toward and he set divinations to meet after time  as time
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tocurse them He desires
2!
:QORYD NY Ty WKRD .oypa oyes q°n KD

times two  hedid as aftertime astime hewent not
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he said according tohis wish towards him Hashem will happentomeet perhaps topractice enchantment enchantments — tomeet
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their sins the mention of upon and the curse their sins Iwill mention tocurse them He wishes ornot He wishes
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according toits Targum  his face the wilderness towards And he set
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and there was according to his tribes dwelling Yisrael — andhesaw hiseyes — Bilam  And he lifted
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above which are mentioned greedy andasoul haughty andaspirit evil aneye his characteristics
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thatnot hesaw intermingled andtheywerenot byitself dwelling andtribe tribe each hesaw accordingtohis tribes dwelling
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his fellow thetentof  into  onewould peer sothatnot this facing this aligned theirentrances
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whose openis the man and the word of Beor sonof Bilaam  the word of and he said his parable And he took up
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Tanchuma 105 Sanhedrin  he was ahalf-Maneh sonof aManeh in prophecy
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69  Zarah Avodah anditdries andstopsup thathebores sufficienttime itis ~ Mishnah and the language of




Wi mtapTw  — BN Y31 NN TIOmY MWNW CRY MmN 1eniam

sits that the Holy One Yisrael  thebreedingof —  andthe numberof thathesaid because said and our Rabbis
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105 Sanhedrin  he was ofhiseyes  inone
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and withopen fallen he beholds the Almighty a vision of ~who  God sayingsof one who hears the speech of
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eyes
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when he atnight  except tohim Heappeared thatnot islike its Targum its plainsense ~ of eyes  and open falling
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hisfeet ~on  tostand strength inhim therewas not tohim revealed whenHewas andits Midrash waslyingdown
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upright inaposture tohim revealed tobe and loathsome uncircumcised that he was because hisface on and he fell
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thisone opposite thisone  aligned  that they were not theirentrances thathesaw because yourtents goodlyare How
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the tent of goodlyare how thytents goodlyare how explanation another asits Targum thyencampments thyencampments
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for you toatone  sacrifices inthem thattheyoffer intheirflourishing  Eternity  andthe House of  Shiloh




!

m23 B ,BPURY MWR 1w °R% aIn 1mwR AN SPniswn

isanatonement and their destruction for you apledge thattheyare because ruined  whentheyare even your Tabernadles
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Mishpatim Tanchuma  inTzion afire and Hekindled
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water  beside like cedars Hashem planted by like aloes ariver beside like gardens thatstretchout Like valleys
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forty-five  Tehillim and aloes myrrh anexpressionof like its Targum As aloes
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his palace  the tents of and he shall plant  asitissaid regardingtents wefind  planting anexpressionof Hashem planted
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eleven  Daniel
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his king  than Agag and shall be higher abundant shall be in waters and hisseed from his boughs water shall drip
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his kingdom  and shall be exalted
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is like its Targum  and its explanation  from his wells  from his buckets
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and Shlomo Dovid afterhim because shall come andmore more  Yaakov — of  hiskingdom And shall be exalted
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nations He shall consume is to Him a wild ox like the strength of from Mitzrayim Who brought themout God
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He shall pierce and His arrows He shall crush  and their bones  His oppressors
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His adversaries whoare thenations —  Hewillconsume of His andheight with the strength from Mitzrayim
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adversaries  of And their bones
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3 Zephaniah forthe morning theygnawed not andso breaking anexpressionof init explained Menachem yegarem
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that he scrapes  itis bone  anexpression of say and I 23 Ezekiel youshall crunch  itssherds and — andso
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its bareness upon thebone andleaves thatisinside andthe marrow fromaround withhisteeth the flesh
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Bereishis like of theirs  division adversaries  of  hisportion translated ~ Onkelos  he will pierce and his arrows
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are blessed those who bless you will rouse him who and like a lioness like a lion he lay down He crouched
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and might ~ with strength in theirland they will settle likeits Targum  asalion helaydown He crouched
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Bilaam to Balak  andsaid hishands — andheclapped Bilaam toward Balak the angerof And flared
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this upon this hestruck And he dapped
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has withheld you and behold I would honor you  to honor I said your place to foryourself flee  And now
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fromhonor Hashem
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speak tome  you sent whom  your messengers to  also Did Inot Balak to Bilam And said
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saying
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the word of —  totransgress willl be able not andgold silver hishouse the fullnessof Balak tome gives If
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and was banished tothe Holy One that he became vile thatheknew because
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fromupon him  the Holy One blessedbe ~ fordeparted my people like the restof behold Iam fromnow tomy people go
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31 Bamidbar Bilam by the word of  Yisrael tothe childrenof were these behold itissaid forbehold inunchastity
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the Hebrew the brevity of  explains  the Targum Moav

the corners of and he shall smash
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the eye  whose openis the man and word of Beor sonof Bilaam word of andsaid  his theme And he took up
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the Almighty a vision of the Most High knowledge of and who knows God sayingsof one who hears the speech of
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105b  Sanhedrin  init thatHeisangry the moment todetermine the MostHigh themindof andwhoknoweth
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and hasrisen from Yaakov — astar  hasstepped forth  near  butnot Ibehold him now butnot Isee him
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time after rather itis now not but andhisgreatness Yaakov ~ of thepraiseof I see Isee him
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like anarrow shoots across  for the star two Eichah  hisbow hebent anexpressionof likeits Targum — astar  treads
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good fortune  will arise meaning tosay destent and in Old French
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!

anixn  2own" i3 MWW T T O.ANW NND pnm

them  making themlie down concerninghim of whomitissaid Dovid thisis =~ Moav  the cornersof And he shall pierce
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youwere dug the pit the hole of 19 1 Melachim have dug I asin  digging anexpressionof andundermineth
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in foreign tongue forer 30 Mishlei thevalley theravensof shalldigitout 51  Yeshayahu
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the first Adam  of theson Seth from issued forallofthem thenations all  Seth thechildrenof All
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and Israel  of his enemies Seir a possession and shallbe a possession  Edom  And shall be
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fromthe city the remnant and he shall destroy from Yaakov and a ruler shall
descend
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from Yaakov another aruler therewillbe andyet from Yaakov And shallrule
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the Messiah  King andregarding Rome itis Edom of  theimportant fromthecity aremnant And he will destroy
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be And there shallnot 72 Tehillim sea to fromsea Andheshallrule concerninghim asitissaid so  hesays
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buthisend  is Amalek nations The firstof and he said his parable and he tookup Amalek —  And he saw
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Amalek of attheretributionof helooked — Amalek — Andhe saw
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in the rock and set yourdwelling place Strongis and he said his theme and he tookup the Keniter —  And he saw
53R
your nest
g2
TN WY 7D PPRY TEN YWD PR MY cBh opph AN KT
Andsaid  thatissaid like the matter ~Amalek near  settled the Kenite thatwas because the Kenite —  Andhesaw
Y 1n%Iaa Donor sPhny MR iR, 1D R DNRMY N "pn PR DINY
of atthegreatness Helooked ~ Amalek  after he mentioned him 15 ) Shmuel etc theKenite to Shaul
"900 "DNDM DONYMY DonYIN" '3 K™AT 0 o9 WNAY Sy %an
Sifrei Suchathites ~ Shimeathites Tirathites 2 Divrei HaYamim I concerning them thatissaid  Yisro the children of

: 7P 71970 3 M27Ra

104 Sanhedrin 10 Bamidbar
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inthe counsel of present withme you wasnot this youmerited fromwhere amI wondering yourdwellingplace Firmis
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Yisrael of andstronghold inthestrength youaresettled and now 1 Shemos withthem letusdeal wisely —come

: V"'P 1°T7MID

106a  Sanhedrin




WD MWK ™ TY PR wah M ox op
shall carry you captive  Asshur ~ when until Kain for consuming he willbe  if  For
2!

79y TV NPRY LN apnY DYRRIY TR S 1P ayab meme oNo oo

anymore drivenout thatyouarenot this tostrength thatyoufixed happyareyou etc. Kain toconsume willbe if  For
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removed and you will be tribes theten with togointoexile aredestined — you if even for theworld from
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this thereisnot and Chabor toChalach perhaps you exile  doeshe where wuntil will captiveyou Assyria what Until
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theexiles  therestof with andyouwillreturn  toplace from place wandering butrather theworld from banishment
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shalllive who woe hesaid Assyria thecaptivityof —  hementioned Since  etc.  hisparable And he took up
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will place  sothat not these —  from His placing  himself —  tokeepalive isable who these from His placing
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and further the nations  all — and he will confuse Sannacherib for there will arise  these —  the Decreer upon him
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Ashur  against great in large ships Romans whoare the Chittim and will pass ~ Chittim  from the hand of  ships
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theriver whoare onthesideof  them  andtheywillafflict the otherside and they will afflict
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itsbody” and was destroyed thebeast thatwasslain  "until ~ Daniel  explained andso destruction until he andalso
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andaship its Targum translation  gallant  andaship 33  Yeshayahu asitis written large ships and ships
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onhisway  went Balak andalso tohisplace andreturned and went  Bilam  And arose
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tothis prostrate yourself tohim andsaying fromherbosom  Peor  animageof forhim
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aplague amongthem Hesent againstIsracl Hashem theangerof Andwaskindled
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before Hashem  them and hang the people the leaders of  all — take Moshe to Hashem And He said
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uponhim  shines  andthesun from before him
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to Baal who attached hismen eachman  slay Yisrael the judgesof to  Moshe And said
themselves
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Peor
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18 daf in Sanhedrin asitis thousands ~ andeight  myriads eight Yisrael
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the Midianite woman ~— —  hisbrothers to  and brought near came Yisrael of the children of a man and behold
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and they Yisrael the children of the congregation of all of and before the eyesof Moshe before the eyes of

Tyin PON mpe oo9a

Meeting  the Tentof at the entrance of were weeping
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whowas  Zimri to Shimon . the tribe of  gathered  came Yisrael of the childrenof aman And behold
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Moshe stood Bythecalf inweeping allofthem theyburstout thehalacha fromhim escaped were weeping And they
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the congregation from the midst of and he arose the Kohen Aharon sonof  Elazar son of Pinchas And he saw
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in hishand a spear and he took
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the man of — bothofthem — and he stabbed the chamber into Yisrael the man of after and he followed
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thousand  and twenty four in the plague those who died And they were
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Aliyah begins with Balak bringing Bilaam to Peor, where they build seven altars and offer sacrifices. Realizing that
Hashem desires to bless Yisrael, Bilaamabandons his sorcery and delivers his famous blessing, "How goodly are your tents, O
Yaakov." Enraged, Balak dismisses him without pay, but Bilaam prophesies the future redemption and the destruction of
Yisrael's enemies before they part ways. The narrative then turns to the tragic downfall at Shittim, where the people sin with
Moabite women and worship Baal-peor, prompting Hashem to command Moshe Rabbeinu to execute the leaders. The plague
is finally halted when Pinchas, the grandson of Aharon HaKohen, zealously executes a prominent sinner and a Midianite

princess, though twenty-four thousand Yidden had already perished.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the incredible contrast in this parsha, nmy friends. One moment, we are standing on the mountaintop, hearing the
most beautiful, elevated blessings about the holiness of the Jewish home: "How fair are your tents, O Jacob, your dwellings,
O Israel!" The next moment, the very same people are falling into the lowest depths of Baal-peor, bringing a plague that costs

twenty-four thousand lives. How can such a holy nation fall so fast and so hard?

The answer lies in the power of the environment we choose to place ourselves in. When the Jewish people were encamped
"tribe by tribe,” aligned with their holy values and protected within their modest tents, even the wicked Balaam could not find
a single opening to curse them. But the moment they let their guard down, wandered out of their tents, and began to mingle
with the daughters of Moab, their spiritual defenses crumbled. The greatest heights of holiness cannot protect us if we

willingly walk into a place of spiritual danger.

We often think we are strong enough to handle any environment, that we can look at anything or go anywhere without it
affecting our neshama. But the Torah is teaching us a deep lesson in human nature. Our surroundings shape us. If we want to

maintain the beauty of "Mah tovu ohalecha,” we must protect the boundaries of our homes and our eyes.

Today, make a conscious boundary to protect the holiness of your home. Before you open an app, click a link, or enter an

environment that doesn't fit who you truly are, pause and ask yourself: "Does this belong inside the tent of a holy Yid?"
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L) THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our deep dive into the halachos of a tereifa, focusing on the status of its offspring and eggs. The
Gemara explores whether an egg laid by a tereifa bird is mutar, distinguishing between the first clutch of eggs that grew while
the mother was already a tereifa and subsequent eggs fertilized by a kosher male. We also look into a major machlokes
between Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua regarding whether the offspring of a tereifa animal may be brought as a korban
on the Mizbe'ach, which hinges on the fundamental question of whether a fetus is considered a part of its mother's body

(ubar yerech imo).

Additionally, the Gemara transitions into the physical signs and lifespans of various creatures to determine their halachic
status. We learn about the twelve-month rule for determining if a doubtful animal is a tereifa, and Rav Huna's famous
principle regarding boneless creatures. This leads to practical halachic applications regarding the prohibition of eating worms
found in fruits and vegetables, such as cucumbers and stored dates.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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STATEMENT
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The first clutch of eggs that were in its body when it became a tereifa is prohibited, but from here and onward, any egg

fertilized is a case of this and that causing it, ie., a tereifa mother and a kosher father, and the rule is that it is pe rmitted.
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Rav Ashi raised an objection to Ameimar froma Mishnah: And they agree with regard to the egg of a tereifa bird that it
is prohibited, because it grew in a state of prohibition! This implies that even eggs that grew after it became a tereifa are

prohibited.
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Ameimar answered: There, the Mishnah is dealing with a bird that is warmed by the ground, meaning it was not fertilized by a

male, so the tereifa mother is the sole cause.
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The Gemara asks: And let him answer him that the Mishnah is dealing with the first clutch of eggs, which were already in its

body when it became a tereifa?
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The Gemara answers: If so, why does the Mishnah say "it grew"? "It was finished" in a state of prohibition it should have said.
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Rather, that which we learned in a Mishnah: The offspring of a tereifa animal, Rabbi Eliezer says: It shall not be
sacrificed upon the Altar, and Rabbi Yehoshua says: It may be sacrificed. In what case do they disagree?
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They must disagree in a case where it became a tereifa and afterwards became pregnant froma kosher male, where Rabbi
Eliezer holds: An offspring brought about by this and that causing it is prohibited, and Rabbi Yehoshua holds: An
offspring brought about by this and that causing it is permitted.

20177 WD 7, MI2NT APERTN 207K

The Gemara asks: If so, rather than disagreeing regarding whether it may be offered to the Most High on the Altar, let them

disagree regarding whether it is permitted for an ordinary person to eat!
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The Gemara answers: The Tanna chose this case to let you know the power of Rabbi Yehoshua, that even for the Most

Highitisalso permitted.
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The Gemara objects: But let them disagree regarding an ordinary person, to let you know the power of Rabbi Eliezer,

that even for an ordinary personitisalso prohibited!
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The Gemara answers: The power of leniency is preferable to the Tanna to emphasize.

STATEMENT
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And they agree with regard to the egg of a tereifa that it is prohibited, in a case where it is warmed by the ground,

because it is a case of only one cause.

STATEMENT
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Rav Acha holds in accordance with Rav Acha bar Yaakov thata tereifa can give birth, and he teaches this statement of

Ameimar as we have said.
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Ravina does not hold in accordance with Rav Acha bar Yaakov, and he teaches this statement of Ameimar in this

version:

STATEMENT
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Ameimar said: These eggs of a doubtful tereifa bird, of the first clutch, we set them aside; if it goes back and

conceives again, they are permitted because she is clearly not a tereifa, and if not, they are prohibited.
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Rav Ashi raised an objection to Ameimar: And they agree with regard to the egg of a tereifa that it is prohibited,

because it grew ina state of prohibition. This implies a tereifa can lay eggs!
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Ameimar said to him: There, the Mishnah is dealing with the first clutch of eggs that were in its body before it became a tereifa.
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Rav Ashi asked: If so, why does it say "it grew"? "It was finished" in a state of prohibition it should have said!
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Ameimar replied: Teach the emended version: "It was finished.”
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Rather, that which we learned in a Mishnah: The offspring of a tereifa animal, Rabbi Eliezer says: It shall not be
sacrificed upon the Altar, Rabbi Yehoshua says: It may be sacrificed. In what case do they disagree?
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They must disagree in a case where it became pregnant and afterwards became a tereifa, where Rabbi Eliezer holds: A
fetus is considered the thigh of its mother and becomes a tereifa with it, and Rabbi Yehoshua holds: A fetus is not

considered the thigh of its mother.
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The Gemara asks: If so, rather than disagreeing regarding whether it may be offered to the Most High, let them disagree

regarding whether it is permitted for an ordinary person!

YW 2277 913 AYTiTR

The Gemara answers: Itis to let you know the power of Rabbi Yehoshua, that it is permitted even for the Altar.
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The Gemara asks: And let them disagree regarding an ordinary person, to let you know the power of Rabbi Eliezer that

it is forbidden even to eat?
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The Gemara answers: The power of leniency is preferable to the Tanna.

STATEMENT
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And they certainly agree with regard to the egg of a tereifa that it is prohibited, in a case of the first clutch. What is
the reason? It is considered part of its body.
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And the halakha is: Regarding a male animal suspected of being a tereifa, if it lives all of twelve months it is kosher;

regarding a female, any animal that does not give birth within twelve months s a tereifa.

STATEMENT
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Rav Huna said: Any creature that has no bone does not survive twelve months.
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Rav Papa said: Learn from it, from this statement of Rav Huna, that which Shmuel said: A cucumber that became
infested with worms while onits stalk is prohibited, because the worms must have developed while still attached to the

ground.
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STATEMENT
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These dates of ajar, which are stored in a jar, after twelve months of the year have passed are permitted to be eaten, even if
they are found to contain worms. Since worms have no bones, they cannot survive twelve months, so any worms found must have

hatched inside the jar after the dates were picked, and are therefore permitted.

STATEMENT
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Rav said: There is no mosquito thatisa day old, because all mosquitoes die before they have lived a full day; and there is no

fly thatisa year old.
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Rav Pappa said to Abaye: But don't people say in a popular adage: For seven years the female mosquito rebelled
against the male mosquito? As she said to him: I saw a resident of Mechoza who swam in the water, and he came up
and wrapped himself in sheets, and you sat on him and sucked blood from him, and you did not inform me of this source

of food! This indicates that some boneless creatures can live for seven years.
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Abaye said to him: And according to your reasoning, that which people say: "Sixty maneh of iron hang for the

mosquito in its mallet (its stinger),"” is there really such a thing? The mosquito itself, how much does it weigh altogether?
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Rather, that adage must refer to their own maneh, i.c., the tiny units of weight of the mosquitoes themselves; here too, the

adage of seven years refers to their own years, which are much shorter than human years.




n;wn MISHNAH
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We learned in a Mishnah there in Maseches Bechoros: An animal that has five legs, or that has only three legs, behold, this

is a blemish that disqualifies it from being offered as a korban.

GEMARA
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Rav Huna said: They only taught this as a mere blemish where it was missing or had an extra foreleg; but if it was missing

or had an extra hind leg, it is also a tereifa, which renders the animal forbidden to be eaten.
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What is the reason? Any extra limbis considered as if it were removed. Since an animal missing a hind leg is a tereifa, one

with an extra hind leg is likewise a tereifa.

STATEMENT
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There was a certain animal that had two ceca (blind guts). They brought it before Ravina, and he declared it a tereifa

based on the principle of Rav Huna that an extra organ is like a missing organ.
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But if they empty into each other, so that food can pass freely between them, the animal is kosher, because they are considered

a single organ.

STATEMENT
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There was a certain tube that exited from the reticulum (the second stomach) to the omasum (the third stomach). Rav Ashi

thought to declare it a tereifa asan extra organ.
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Rav Huna Mar bar Chiyya said to Rav Ashi: All these animals that graze in the wild have this kind of tube, and itis

completely normal, so it does not render the animal a tereifa.




STATEMENT
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There was a certain tube that passed from the reticulum to the rumen (the first stomach). Mar bar Rav Ashi thought to

declare it kosher, comparing it to the previous case.
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Rav Oshaya said to him: Is that to say that all of them are woven in one weave, that they are all the same? Where it was
stated by the Sages thata tube is normal, it was stated; where it was not stated, it was not stated, and this animal is indeed a

tereifa.
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Natan bar Sheila, the head of the butchers of Tzippori, testified before Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi regarding two
intestines that exit from the abomasumof the animal as one, that it is a tereifa; but their counterpart in a bird is kosher,

because this is common in birds.
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In what case are these words said, that two intestines render an animal a tereifa? When they exit from two different places;

but if they exit from one place, and they end within a fingerbreadth, meaning they merge back into one, the animal is
kosher.

STATEMENT
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Rav Ami and Rav Asi disagree regarding this halacha. One says: It is kosher only where they return and merge into one;

and one says: Even though they do not return and merge, it is kosher.
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Granted, according to the one who says: It is kosher only where they return and merge, that is consistent with that which
the baraita teaches: "Within a fingerbreadth,” meaning they must merge within that distance. But according to the one who

says: Even though they do not return and merge they are kosher, what is the meaning of "within a fingerbreadth"?
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It means that they remain separate until within a fingerbreadth from below, near the anus, where they finally join.




n;wn MISHNAH
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Yehuda says: If the down (the feathers) was removed from the bird's body, it is unfit asa

tereifa, just like an animal whose hide was removed.

GEMARA
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Yishmael said the same thing, as both hold that the down of a bird is

treated like the hide of an animal.
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Rabbi Yehuda said so in that which we just said in our Mishnah. Rabbi Yishmael said so, as we learned ina Mishnah
elsewhere: Rabbi Yishmael says: The down joins with the meat of a bird offering to constitute an olive-bulk for the purpose of

rendering the offering piggul if the Kohen had improper intent.
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Rava said: Perhaps it is not so, and they do not agree. Perhaps Rabbi Yehuda only says so here with regard to a tereifa,
because there is nothing to protect the bird once the down is gone, so its life is in danger; but with regard to piggul, he
holds in accordance with the Rabbis that down is not considered food. And perhaps Rabbi Yishmael only says so there
with regard to piggul because he holds down is fit for consumption; but with regard to a tereifa, he holds that the down

does not protect the bird, and its removal does not make it a tereifa.

n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: An animal that is congested with blood, or that was smoked (suffered smoke inhalation), or that was chilled,
or that ate oleander (which is poisonous), or that ate chicken excrement, or that drank foul water—it is kosher, even

though it is in danger of dying.
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Ifit ate deadly poison, or if a snake bit it, it is permitted from the standpoint of the laws of tereifa, but it is

forbidden because of danger to human life if one eats its meat.

GEMARA

APy 7 NIPIRT INBYY ORD 5N - NAPN ALY HRMY TN B

GEMAR A: Shmuel said: If one fed it asafoetida, it is a tereifa. What is the reason? Because it perforates its intestines

due to its extreme sharpness.
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Rav Sheizvi raised an objection froma baraita: An animal that is congested with blood, or that was smoked, or that ate
oleander, or that ate chicken excrement, or that drank foul water, or if one fed it ti'ah, asafoetida, or peppers, orif it

ate deadly poison—it is kosher! This contradicts Shmuel's ruling regarding asafoetida.
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The baraita continues: If a snake bit it, or if a mad dog bit it, it is permitted from the standpoint of the laws of tereifa,

but it is forbidden because of danger to human life.
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The Gemara notes: There is a difficulty be tween one ruling on asafoetida and the other ruling on asafoetida (Shmuel vs. the
baraita), and there is a difficulty between one ruling on deadly poison and the other ruling on deadly poison (our Mishnah,

which says it is forbidden only due to danger, vs. the baraita, which says it is kosher)!
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The Gemara answers: The contradiction between asafoetida and asafoetida is not a difficulty: Here, where the baraita rules it
is kosher, it refers to the leaves of the plant; there, where Shmuel rules it is a tereifa, it refers to the resinous resin-drops,

which are extremely sharp and perforate the organs.
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The contradiction between deadly poison and deadly poisonis also not a difficulty: This case, where the baraita rules it is

kosher, refers to a poison that is deadly to her (the animal); that case, where our Mishnah rules it is forbidden only due to danger,




refers to a poison that is deadly to man but not to the animal.
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The Gemara asks: But is a poison that is deadly to an animal not the same as oleander, which was already mentioned

separately in the baraita?
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The Gemara answers: There are two types of deadly poison that affect animals, and both had to be mentioned.
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The Gemara asks: What is "ti'ah” mentioned in the baraita? Rav Yehuda said:

SUMMARY

The Gemara begins by analyzing the status of eggs froma tereifa bird, debating whether they are prohibited as having grown
in a state of prohibition, or permitted if they were fertilized by a kosher male under the principle of "zeh v'zeh gorem” (two
factors causing the outcome). This discussion connects to the dispute between Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua regarding
the offspring of a tereifa animal on the Mizbe'ach, highlighting the rule that the power of leniency (kocha d'heteira) is
preferred by the Tanna of the Mishnah. Finally, the Gemara establishes that a boneless creature cannot survive for twelve
months, a rule that Shmuel and Rav Papa apply to permit worms found in stored dates after a year has passed, while also

discussing the lifespans of mosquitoes and flies.
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In today’s daf, we encounter a beautiful and famous principle of our Sages: "Koach d'heteira adif”—the power of leniency is
preferable. When the Gemara asks why the Mishnah frames a dispute around the high standard of the Altar rather than the
everyday standard of common food, it answers that the Tanna preferred to teach us the view of Rabbi Yehoshua, who permits
the offering. Our Sages went out of their way to find the path of permission and purity wherever the halakha truthfully

allowed it, showing us that Torah is a pathway of life, not of unnecessary restriction.

This is a profound lesson for our own daily avodah, especially in how we view ourselves and other Yidden. The yetzer hara
loves to make us adopt a posture of strictness and negativity, constantly looking for the "treif" in our neighbor or the flaws in
our own neshama. We can easily become spiritual prosecutors, finding reasons why a situation is hopeless or why a person is
beyond repair. But the Torah teaches us that the true strength of a Torah perspective is the "koach d'heteira”—the holy effort

to find the merit, the permission, and the spark of goodness.

To live with the "koach d'heteira” means looking at a struggling child, a difficult neighbor, or even your own flawed self, and
actively searching for the kosher element. It takes no wisdom to simply declare everything forbidden or ruined. The real

greatness, the way of Rabbi Yehoshua, is to find the path of connection and elevation, even when things look compromised.

Today, when you feel tempted to judge someone harshly or write off a situation as hopeless, pause and look for the "koach

d'heteira”"—find one genuine merit or positive point in them, and focus your mind on that.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam brings us to the very heart of our avodah in this world: the great mitzvos of Kiddush Hashem,
sanctifying Hashem's name, and the severe prohibition of Chillul Hashem. We learn the fundamental guidelines of when a
Yid must be ready to give up his very life, to be "yehreg v'al ya'avor,” and when Hashem wants us to live by His mitzvos and

yield to coercion rather than die.

The Rambam carefully maps out the boundaries of these halachos, distinguishing between the three cardinal sins—avodah
zarah, giluy arayos, and shefichus damim—and other mitzvos. We will learn how these halachos change depending on
whether the coercion is for the non-Jew's personal benefit or to force a rebellion against Hashem, whether it occurs in public
before ten Jews, or during a time of shmad when decrees are issued against our emunah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Mitzvah of Sanctifying God'’s Name and the Law Under Duress
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All the house of Yisrael are commanded regarding the sanctification of this great Name of Hashem,
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as it is said in the pasuk in Vayikra 22:32, "And I shall be sanctified among the children of Yisrael."
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And they are warned not to desecrate it,
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as it is said in the same pasuk, "And you shall not desecrate My holy name."
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How so? What are the guidelines for these mitzvos?
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When there stands a worshiper of stars and forces and forces a Jew to transgress against one of all the

commandments that are stated in the Torah, or else he will kill him,
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he should transgress and not be killed,
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as it is said regarding the commandments in Vayikra 18:5, "which man shall perform them and live by the m."”
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This means and live by them, and not that he should die by them.

WD AN 77 77 72y NP1 Nw aNy

And if he died and did not transgress in a case where the halacha rules he must yield, behold this one is liable for his own

life for throwing it away needlessly.

Halacha 2 - Sacrificing One's Life for Sanctification of the Name in Private and Public
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In what cases are these words said?
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Regarding other mitzvos, except for worship of stars (idolatry), and uncovering of nakedness (forbidden sexual relations),

and spilling of blood (murder).
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But regarding these three transgressions,
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if a non-Jew says to him, "Transgress one of themor be killed,"
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he should be killed and not transgress.
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In what cases are these words said that he may transgress other mitzvos to save his life?
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In a time that the worshiper of stars intends for the benefit of himself,
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such as that he forced him to build for him his house on Shabbos, or to cook for him his food,
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or if he forced a woman to cohabit with her, and similar to this.
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But if he intended to make him transgress the mitzvos alone, out of sheer malice against Hashem's Torah,
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if it was between him to himself in private, and there is not there ten of Israel, he should transgress and not be killed.
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And if he forced him to make him transgress among ten of Israel, which is a public desecration of Hashem's Name, he

should be killed and not transgress.
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And thisis even if he did not intend to make him transgress except a single mitzvah from o ther mitzvos alone.

Halacha 3 - Giving One’s Life During a Decree for Any Mitzvah

PR 827277 22

And all of these matters that we have discussed, where one is permitted to transgress a mitzvah to save his life,
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apply specifically when it is not in a time of the government decree against Torah observance.
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But in a time of the decree,
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and that is when there arises a wicked king like Nevuchadnezzar and his colleagues,
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and he decrees a decree against Yisrael
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to nullify their religion or even a single mitzvah from the mitzvos,
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he should be killed and not transgress,
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even if they force himto violate one of the rest of the mitzvos which are not the three cardinal sins,
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whether he is coerced among ten Jews,
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whether he is coerced between him and between worshipers of stars in private.

Halacha 4 - The Law of One Who Transgresses Under Duress or Sacrifices His Life Unnecessarily
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Anyone who, concerning him, it is said that he should transgress and not be killed,
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and yet he was killed and did not transgress,

w232 2°1m0R MO0

behold, this person is liable for his own life because he threw it away needlessly.
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And anyone who, concerning him, it is said that he must be killed and not transgress,
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and indeed he was killed and did not transgress,
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behold, this person sanctified the Name of Hashem.
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And if this was in the presence of ten of Israel,
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behold, this person sanctified the Name in public,
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like Daniel, Chananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, and Rabbi Akiva and his colleagues.
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And these are the ones known as those slain by the kingdom,
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that there is no level above their level in Gan Eden.
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And concerning them it is said in the verse, "For Your sake we are slain all the day, we are considered as sheep for

slaughter.”
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And concerning themit is also said, "Gather to Me My pious ones, who make My covenant by sacrifice."”
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And anyone who, concerning him, it is said that he must be killed and not transgress,
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and instead he transgressed and was not killed,
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behold, this person desecrates the Name.
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And if this was in the presence of ten of Israel,
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behold, this person desecrated the Name in public,
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and he has nullified the positive commandment which is sanctification of the Name,

QY PPN Xonw npyn XS mign by e

and transgressed the negative commandment which is desecration of the Name.
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And evenso,because he transgressed under duress,
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there is no lashing him,
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and there is no need to say that the court of law does not execute him,
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evenif he killed another Jew under duress.
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For we do notlash or execute except one who transgresses by his own free will,

I DTN

and with witnesses and warning,
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as it is said regarding one who gives of his offspring to Molech, "And I will set, and I will place, I, My face against

that man.”
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From the mouth of the tradition, the Sageslearned:

YR N9 235 891 018 KD KT

"That” man—excluding one under duress, and excluding one who acts inadvertently, and excluding one who is misled.
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And what if regarding worship of stars, which is more severe than all other sins,
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one who worships it under duress is not liable for spiritual excision,
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and there is no need to say he is not liable to death by a court of law;
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how much more so does this apply to the rest of the commandments mentioned in the Torah.
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And regarding forbidden relations, it says, "And to the maiden do not do anything" because she was forced.
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But if he is able to rescue his life and to flee
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from under the hand of the wicked king, and he does notdo so,
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behold, he is like a dog returning to his vomit.
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And he is called a willful worshiper of stars,

N37 DIy IR 70 NI

and he is banished from the World to Come,
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and descends to the lowest level of Gehinnom.

Halacha S - Handing Over a Jewish Soul to Non-Jews Under Threat of Death
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In the case of women whomidolaters told,
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"Give to us one of youand we will defile her,
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and if not, we will defile all of you,"

172 Wnw

they should allow themselves to be defiled, all of them,
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and they should not hand over to them a single soul from Israel.
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And so, if idolaters said to them, to a group of Jews,
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"Give to us one of you and we will kill him,
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and if not, we will kill all of you,"
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they should be killed, all of them,
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and they should not hand over to thema single soul from Israel.
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But if they singled him out to them,
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and said, "Give to us so-and-so, or we will kill all of you"—
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if he was obligated to death by the Torah, like Sheva son of Bichri,
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they may give him to them to save themselves.
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But we do not instruct them so initially, as this is not the preferred path of piety.
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And if he is not obligated to death,
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they should be killed, all of them,
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and they should not hand over to thema single soul from Israel.

Halacha 6 - Medical Treatment with Forbidden Matters in a Situation of Danger
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Just as the matter that they said regarding coercion, where one must transgress a mitzvah to save his life,
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so they said regarding sicknesses, that the same rules of saving a life apply.
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How so?
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One who became sick and inclined to die,
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and the physicians said that his cure is with a certain matter from the prohibitions that are in the Torah,
Ty
they do so, and use that prohibited item to heal him.
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And they cure themselves with all prohibitions that are in the Torah ina place of danger,

DT N*BYI Y P 073210 AR YN

except from worship of stars, and uncovering of forbidden relations, and shedding of blood,
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forevenina place of danger we do not cure ourselves with them.
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And if he transgressed and cured himself through one of these three cardinal sins,
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the court of law punish him with the punishment that is fitting for him according to the Torah.

Halacha 7 - The Source for the Probibition to Transgress the Three Cardinal Sins Even in Danger of Life
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And from where do we know that evenina place of danger of lives we do not transgress on one of these three sins?
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As it is said in the Torah in Sefer Devarim, "And you shall love — Hashem your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might,"
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which means you must love Himeven if He takes — your soul, teaching us that we must give up our lives for Kiddush Hashem

rather than serve avodah zarah.
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And regarding murder, the killing of a soul from Israel to heal another soul, or to save a person from the hand of an

oppressor who demands that you kill someone,
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is a matter that the intellect inclines to and understands on its own, which is that we do not destroy a soul because of

another soul, for who is to say that your blood is redder than his?

nivol? Wp v

And the laws of forbidden relations are compared by the Torah to the laws of saving lives,
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as it is said regarding a betrothed maiden who was violated, "For just as a man arises against his fellow and murders him as
asoul, so is this matter,” teaching us that just as one must die rather than commit murder, so too must one die rather than commit

a forbidden relation.

Halacha 8 - Healing with Forbidden Substances in an Unusnal Manner of Benefit
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In what circumstances are these words said, that we do not heal a sick person with other prohibitions exceptina place of

danger?

IR 977 10W 1213

TT

At a time that they are used in the way of their normal benefit,
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for example, that they feed the sick person creeping things and crawling things,
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or chametz on Pesach,
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or that they feed him on Yom Kippur.
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But if they are used not in the way of their normal benefit,
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for example, that they make for hima bandage or a poultice from chametz or from orlah,

or that they give him to drink things that have in them a bitter substance mixed with forbidden foods,

N2 NI N T

for behold, there is no benefit in them to the palate,
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behold, this is permitted, and evennot ina place of danger.

2512921 0797 9K 3% Pan

This is except for kilai hakere m (mixed seeds of a vineyard) and meat in milk,
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for they are forbidden even not in the way of their normal be nefit.
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Therefore, we do not heal a sick person from them, even not in the way of their normal benefit, except ina place of

danger.

Halacha 9 - The Prohibition of Healing Through Forbidden Relations and Safeguarding Modesty
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One who set his eyes ona woman with forbidden desire,
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and became sick and inclined to die from his lovesickness,
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and the physicians said there is for him no cure until she is cohabited with by him,
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he should die and she should not be cohabited with by him,
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even if she was unmarried.
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And even to speak with her from behind the fence to ease his mind,
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we do not instruct him in this,
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and he should die and they shall not instruct to speak with her from behind the fence,
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so that the daughters of Yisrael should not be ownerless and treated lightly,
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and they will come through these matters to breachin forbidden relations.

Halacha 10 Desecration and Sanctification of God's Name Through Transgression and Mitzvab Performance
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Any who transgresses of his own will, without compulsion,
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onone of all the mitzvos stated in the Torah,
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with contempt of soul, to anger Hashem,
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behold, this one desecrates the Name of Hashem.
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And therefore, it is said regarding an oath of falsehood in the Torah in Vayikra 19:12,
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"And youshall desecrate the name of your God, I am Hashem."
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And if he transgressed among ten of Israel,
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behold, this one desecrated the Name in public.
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And likewise, any who abstains froma sin,
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or performed a mitzvah,
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not because of anything in the world—
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not fear of people and not dread of physical harm,
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and not to seek honor,
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but because of the Creator, blessed is He,
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like the withholding of Yosef the righteous himself from the wife of his master,
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behold, this one sanctifies the Name.

Halacha 11 - Desecration and Sanctification of God's Name through the Conduct of a Torab Scholar
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And there are other things that are in the category of desecration of the Name of Hashem.
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And it is that when they are done by a person who is great in Torah and famous for piety,
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they are things that people speak disparagingly after himbecause of them.
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And even though they are not actual transgressions, behold, this person has desecrated the Name.
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For example, that he purchased an itemand is not giving the money of the purchase immediately,
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and it is a case where he has the money to pay, and it turns out the sellers are demanding payment and he puts them off by

delaying.
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Or that he increases injest, or in eating and drinking near common people of the land and among them.
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Or that his speech with people is not gentle,
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and he does not receive them with a pleasant countenance of face, but rather acts as a master of quarrel and anger.
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And similar in these things, everything is according to the greatness of the sage;
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he needs to be precise upon himself and he should do inside from the line of the law.
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And so, if the sage was precise upon himself,
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and his speech was gentle with people, and his mind involved with them in a pleasant manner,
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and he receives them with a pleasant countenance of face, and is insulted by them and is not insulting them,
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honoring them, and even to those who disrespect him,
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and conducts business and gives faithfully,
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and does not increase insocializing with common people of the land and sitting with them,
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and is not seen always unless engaging in Torah, wrapped in tzitzit, crowned with tefillin,
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and doing in all his deeds inside from the line of the law.
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And it is also that he should not distance himself much fromsociety, and not become desolate and completely detached,
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until that they are found, all people, praising him and loving him and desiring his deeds.
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Behold, this person has sanctified Hashem,
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and upon him the verse says in Yeshayahu 49:3, "And He said to me, My servant you are, Yisrael, whomin youI will be
glorified."

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the mitzvos of Kiddush Hashemand Chillul Hashem, explaining that for most mitzvos, a
person should transgress rather than be killed, except for the three cardinal sins. The Rambam details the differences between
private coercion and public coercion, and how a time of decree changes the halacha to require giving up one's life for any
mitzvah. He describes the supreme spiritual level of the holy martyrs who sanctified Hashem's name, while clarifying that one
who transgresses under duress is exempt from court-imposed punishments. Finally, the Rambam addresses the agonizing cases
of communal coercion where non-Jews demand the surrender of a Jewish soul, and concludes with the halachos of using

prohibited items for medical emergencies when a person's life is in danger.

HWJ?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, when we learn about the ultimate sacrifice of Kiddush Hashem, giving up one's life rather than transgressing,
itis easy to think of this as a rare, historical halachah meant only for the holy Tannaim or the dark times of our past. But the
Torah tells us, "which a man will performand live by them.” Hashem wants our life, not our death. The true, daily avodah of

Kiddush Hashemis not about dying for Him, but about how we choose to live for Him.

Every single day, you are faced with moments where your yetzer hara tries to force you to compromise on a mitzvah, whether
through social pressure or personal desire. When you stand strong and choose to do what is right, even when it is difficult or
uncomfortable, you are sanctifying Hashem's name in this world. You are showing that His will is more precious to you than

your own comfort.

Let us take this lesson into our daily lives. You do not need a decree froma wicked king to be a kadosh. Every time you speak
gently instead of losing your temper, every time you pause to make a bracha with kavanah, and every time you turn away

from something improper, you are bringing the light of the Shechinah down into the physical world.

Today, choose one small mitzvah that you usually do quickly or without much thought, and performit with extra care and

joy, purely to bring nachas to Hashem.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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