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(SHOFTIM - 4TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah continues with the halachos of the Levi'im, specifically addressing a Levi who comes from his city to
serve in the Beis HaMikdash. The Torah establishes his right to serve and receive an equal share in the avodah and the
menachos, even when it is not his designated mishmar (shift). This section ensures that every Levi has a portion in the holy

service when he comes to the place that Hashemchooses.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah then transitions to a strict warning for Bnei Yisrael as they prepare to enter Eretz Yisrael, forbidding them from
learning or imitating the abominable practices of the Chana'anim. The Torah explicitly prohibits passing one's children
through fire for Molech, as well as various forms of sorcery, divination, consulting ghosts, and inquiring of the dead. We are
commanded to distance ourselves entirely from these dark practices, which are the very reason Hashemis driving these

nations out, and instead we are given the positive mitzvah to be tamim—wholehearted and simple in our emunah—with

Hashem.
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TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us in this Aliyah that when a Levi wants to serve in the Beis HaMikdash, he can come and do so "b'chol
avas nafsho", with all the desire of his soul. Right after this, the Torah warmns us not to turn to sorcerers, diviners, or those
who inquire of the dead, and concludes with the famous yesod: "Tamim tihyeh im Hashem Elokecha”, you must be

wholehearted and simple with Hashem.

Lichoira, what is the connection between the Levi's burning desire to serve and the prohibition against seeking out fortune-
tellers and sorcerers? The Tanna is teaching us a deep sevara about how a Yid is meant to live. The goyimare always looking
for shortcuts, predictions, and magical ways to control their future because they lack a real, living connection to the Borei
Olam. But a Yid doesn't need to look into the future or try to force things through external means. When you have that inner
"avas nafsho", that deep, simple desire to just be close to Hashemand do His ratzon, you don't worry about what tomorrow

brings. You are completely tamim, whole and at peace, knowing you are in Hashem's hands.

This is our daily avodah. The yetzer hara constantly tries to make us anxious about the future, making us feel like we have to
control every outcome or find some quick fix to our worries. The teretz to this anxiety is "Tamim tihyeh.” When we focus our
energy on simply wanting to do the ratzon Hashemright now, in this very moment, all that worry melts away. We don't need

to know the future when we know Who is running the future.

Today, when you feel anxious about how a certain situation will turn out, catch yourself, let go of the need to control the
outcome, and say to Hashem: "I don't need to know what tomorrow brings; I only want to do Your ratzon simply and

wholeheartedly today."
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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We start off on Daf 104 with a fascinating discussion on the nature of the prohibition of poultry in milk. The Gemara is
bothered by a kasha on our Mishnah: the first part of the Mishnah implies that bird meat is forbidden with milk from the Torah,
which goes against Rabbi Akiva who holds it is only mid'Rabbanan. Yet, the end of the Mishnah regarding vows seems to
follow Rabbi Akiva's specific shitta that an agent's follow-up question defines a category. We look at how the Gemara resolves

this contradiction, bringing down the teretz of Rav Yosef and the teretz of Rav Ashi.

Next, the sugya moves into the practical halachos of harchakos—the Rabbinic safeguards we make to keep a person far from
sin. We delve into the halachah of placing poultry and cheese on the same table. The Gemara analyzes whether we can make
a gezeirah le'gezeirah (a decree upon a decree) and brings a raaya from the halachos of challah in Chutz la'Aretz. We then
learn the Mishnah of Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel regarding whether poultry can be brought up on the table with cheese,
and Rabbi Yosei's clarification of their machlokes.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Mishnah concludes: One who takes a vow prohibiting himself from meat is permitted to eat the meat of fish and

grasshoppers because they are not commonly referred to as meat.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Gemara analyzes the first part of our Mishnah, which states that all meat is forbidden to be cooked in milk. This
implies that conse quently, the meat of a bird is forbidden to be cooked in milk by Torah law. The Gemara asks: In accordance

with whose opinion is this?
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It must be not in accordance with Rabbi Akiva, for if you say it is like Rabbi Akiva, didn't he say that the prohibition of

cooking the meat of a wild animal and a bird in milk is not from the Torah but is only Rabbinic?
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But say the latter clause of the Mishnah: One who takes a vow prohibiting himself from meat is permitted to eat the meat
of fish and grasshoppers. This implies that conse quently, the meat of a bird is forbidden to himunder his vow. If so, we

have arrived at the opinion of Rabbi Akiva,
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who said: Any item about which an agent consults his sender when he cannot find the exact itemrequested is considered a

subtype of it regarding vows, because it is associated with that category in people’s minds.
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As it is taught in a braisa: One who takes a vow prohibiting himself from vegetables is permitted to eat gourds, but
Rabbi Akiva forbids gourds to him.
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The Rabbis said to Rabbi Akiva: But doesn't a person say to his agent, "Buy us vegetables,” and the agent returns and

says, "I found only gourds"? This shows that gourds are not considered vegetables!
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Rabbi Akiva said to them: That is exactly the point! Does the agent ever return and say, "I found only legumes"? Rather, it
must be that gourds are included in the general category of vegetables so the agent asks about them, but legumes are not
included in the category of vegetables atall. Since an agent would ask about birds when sent to buy meat, birds are included in a

vow against meat according to Rabbi Akiva.
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The Gemara asks: Can we say that the first clause of our Mishnah is like the Rabbis, and the latter clause is like Rabbi Akiva?

It is highly unlikely for a single anonymous Mishnah to follow two conflicting Tannaim!
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Rav Yosef'said: The author of our Mishnah is Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, and he formulated it according to the opinions of
different Tannaim; regarding vows, he holds like Rabbi Akiva, and therefore forbids birds, but regarding meat in milk, he
holds like the Rabbis that bird meat is forbidden by Torah law.
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Rav Ashi said a different teretz: The entire Mishnah is in accordance with Rabbi Akiva, and this is what it is saying: All
meat is forbidden to cook in milk, some of them by Torah law such as domestic animals, and some of them by Rabbinic

law such as wild animals and birds, exce pt for the meat of fish and grasshoppers, which are neither by Torah law nor by
Rabbinic law forbidden to be cooked in milk.
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The Mishnah continues: And it is forbidden to place bird meat with cheese on one table.

GEMARA
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Rav Yosef'said: Learn from this that the prohibition of eating the meat of a bird in milk is by Torah law. For if it should
enter your mind to say that it is only Rabbinic, then the prohibition of eating it is itself a Rabbinic decree lest one eat animal
meat in milk, and would we then go and decree against placing it on the table on account of the danger of eating it, which is

itself a decree?
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And from where do you say that we do not make a decree upona decree? As we learned in a Mishnah: Challah

separated outside of Eretz Yisrael, which is only Rabbinic,
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The Rabbinically decreed challah of Chutz la'Aretz is eaten with the non-priest on the same table, and is given to any

Kohen that he wants, even an AmHa'aretz who does not keep taharah. This shows we do not make a decree to protect another




decree.
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Abaye said to him, to Rav Yosef: Granted, if it had taught us this halachah regarding challah of Chutz la'Aretz that was
broughtinto Eretz Yisracl, where there is a reason to decree against eating it on the same table with a non-priest because of
challah of Eretz Yisrael which is from the Torah, and yet we do not decree—then there would be grounds to learn from it

that we do not make a decree to protect another decree.
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But here, where the challah remains in Chutz la'Aretz, it is because there is no reason to decree atall, since there is no Torah

challah there to confuse it with.
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But here, regarding poultry, if you permit him to bring up poultry and cheese on the same table, he will come to bring up

meat of a domesticated animal and cheese, and end up eating meat in milk which is prohibited from the Torah.
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Rav Sheshet challenged this: Ultimately, it is cold food with cold food! Even if they touch, it does not cook, so eating them

together is only a Rabbinic prohibition. Thus, it is still a decree to protect a decree!
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Abaye said: Itisa decree lest he bring themup togetherina hot stewpot, which would cause themto cook.
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The Gemara asks: Ultimately, a stewpot taken off the fire is a Kli Sheni, and a Kli Sheni does not cook from the Torah!
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Rather, itisa decree lest he bring themup ina stewpot thatis a Kli Rishon, which is still boiling on the fire, which would

indeed be a Torah violation of cooking meat and milk.
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MISHNAH: Poultry may be brought up with cheese on the table, but it may not be eaten together with it; these are the

words of Beit Shammai.
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And Beit Hillel say: It may neither be brought up on the table nor eaten with cheese.
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Rabbi Yosei said: This is one of the leniencies of Beit Shammai and the stringencies of Beit Hillel.
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Regarding which table did they say this prohibition? Regarding a table that he eats upon.

WM 9081, 782 M 1Ni1 - Powann Ny Ry Tiow 1nawia bar

But on a table upon which he arranges the cooked dishes in the kitchen, he may place this next to that, and he need not

be concerned.

GEMARA
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GEMAR A: The Gemara asks: The opinion of Rabbi Yosei is identical to that of the Tanna Kamma! Why repeat it?
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And if you say that the permissibility of eating itself is the difference between them, as the Tanna Kamma says that they

only argue regarding bringing up to the table, but regarding eating they do not argue because both agree it is forbidden,
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and Rabbi Yosei said to him that the permissibility of eating itself is also subject to dispute, being one of the leniencies of

Beit Shammai who permit eating poultry with cheese and the stringencies of Beit Hillel who forbid it—
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Butisn't it taught in a Braisa: Rabbi Yosei says: There are six matters that are of the leniencies of Beit Shammai and
the stringencies of Beit Hillel, and this is one of them: Poultry may be brought up with cheese on the table, but it may
not be eaten, these are the words of Beit Shammai. And Beit Hillel say: It may neither be brought up nor eaten! This

proves that even according to Rabbi Yosei, Beit Shammai forbid eating it!
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Rather, this is what the Mishnah comes to teach us: Who is the Tanna Kamma? It is Rabbi Yosei, and the Mishnah is just

identifying the author of the anonymous statement.

STATEMENT
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This is important, because whoever says a matter in the name of its author brings redemption to the world, as it is

stated: "And Esther said to the king in the name of Mordechai."
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Agra, the father-in-law of Rabbi Abba, taught: Poultry and cheese may be eaten freely without any restrictions.
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He taught it, and he explained it: Meaning, they may be eaten without washing of the hands and without wiping of the

mouth in between.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yitzchak the son of Rav Mesharshiyya happened to visit the house of Rav Ashi. They brought him cheese, and he

ate it. Then they brought him meat, and he ate it, and he did not wash his hands in between.

2,108 - 130230 NIy 17IP°BN2 197 9K N2° 230 NIY ININ 277 MR NN VIND NI :AD 0N
IND - 123023




They said to him: But didn't Agra, the father-in-law of Rabbi Abba, teach: Poultry and cheese may be eaten freely? We

can infer: Poultry and cheese, yes, they may be eaten without washing, but meat of a domesticated animal and cheese, no!
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He said to them: These words of Agra, that one must wash for meat, apply only at night when one cannot see if his hands are

clean, but during the day, behold, I cansee that my hands are clean, so no washing is needed.
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It is taught in a Braisa: Beit Shammai say: One must wipe his mouth between eating meat and milk, and Beit Hillel say: One

must rinse his mouth.
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of "wipe" and what is the meaning of "rinse"? Do they disagree, or does one require

both?

SUMMARY

The daf begins by resolving a contradiction in our Mishnah between the laws of basar b'chalav and the laws of vows,
presenting Rav Yosef's view that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi compiled the Mishnah from different Tannaim, and Rav Ashi's teretz
that the entire Mishnah follows Rabbi Akiva. The Gemara then debates whether the prohibition of poultry in milk is d'Oraisa
or d'Rabbanan, analyzing if the prohibition of placing poultry and cheese on the same table constitutes a gezeirah le'gezeirah.
Abaye and Rav Sheshet discuss the exact nature of the concern, concluding that we decree lest one bring themup together
in a hot Kli Rishon. Finally, we learn the machlokes between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel regarding bringing poultry to the
table with cheese, with Beit Hillel taking the strict view that it is forbidden, and Rabbi Yosei clarifying that this restriction

applies specifically to the table upon which one eats.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara is bothered by how we can have a Rabbinic fence on top of another Rabbinic fence. In our shakla v'tarya,
Abaye explains that we must forbid putting poultry and cheese on the same table, even though poultry is only Rabbinically
forbidden with milk, because otherwise a person will easily stumble into a d'oraysa prohibition of eating actual meat and milk.
We see fromhere the incredible depth of Chazal's understanding of the human nefesh. A person doesn't just jump from being
completely careful to violating a Torah law; it happens slowly, when we allow the distance between us and the prohibition to

shrink.

Lichoira, we might think that we can trust ourselves to keep the proper distance. We tell ourselves, "I know the halachah, I
know where the line is, and I would never actually cross it." But the Torah's wisdomis telling us otherwise. If you bring the
poultry and the cheese to the very same table, the physical proximity creates a natural slip. The yetzer hara doesn't fight you
on the big things first; he just gets you to set them down next to each other on the table. Once they are sitting there

together, the boundary is already blurred in your mind.

This is a major yesod in our daily avodas Hashem. We have to look at our own lives and see where we are bringing "poultry
and cheese” to the same table. It could be in how we manage our speech, our business dealings, or what we allow into our
homes. If you know something is a spiritual danger, don't rely on your willpower to stop at the very last second. Build a real

fence. Keep the danger off your table entirely so you never even come close to a nisayon.

Today, identify one spiritual boundary or "fence” in your daily routine that you have been treating lightly, and make a firm

kabalah to keep that distance clear and absolute.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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