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(SHOFTIM - 6TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah lays down several crucial halachos that govern both the social fabric of Eretz Yisrael and the conduct
of the nation during times of war. We begin with the prohibition of hassagas gevul, moving a neighbor's boundary marker,
and then transition into the fundamental halachos of testimony, establishing that a single witness cannot convict someone and
introducing the severe din of eidim zomemin, conspiring witnesses who must receive the exact punishment they schemed to

inflict on their fellow Yid.

Fromthere, the Torah turns its attention to the battlefield, preparing the nation for war against their enemies. Hashem
reassures us not to fear the eneny’s superior numbers, and the Torah introduces the Kohen Mashuach Milchama, the priest
anointed for war, who addresses the troops with words of chizuk and emunah before the battle begins.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the prohibition against encroaching on a neighbor's land boundary, followed by the rule thata

minimum of two witnesses is required to establish guilt in court. If witnesses are exposed as eidim zomemin, having conspired




to falsely accuse someone, the Beis Din applies the rule of 'ka'asher zamam,” executing the exact punishment they plotted to
inflict. Finally, the Torah details the preparations for war, where the Kohen Mashuach Milchama inspires the soldiers with
emunah in Hashem's protection, and the officers announce exemptions frombattle for anyone who has recently built a house,
planted a vineyard, or betrothed a wife, as well as anyone who is simply afraid, allowing themto return home before the army

commanders take charge.

TWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In this parsha, the Torah is mechadesh a beautiful yesod about how Hashemlooks at our hearts when we face a difficult
nisayon. When the Kohen addresses the soldiers before going out to war, he tells themnot to fear the massive army standing
before them, because Hashemis the One fighting for them. But then, the shotrim make an announcement: anyone who built
a house, planted a vineyard, or betrothed a wife must go home. Finally, they announce that anyone who is "afraid and

disheartened"” should also return home, so he does not weaken the hearts of his brothers.

Lichoira, we have to ask: if Hashemis fighting the battle and victory is guaranteed, why does it matter if a soldier is afraid?
Why should his personal fear send him home if the war is supernatural anyway? The teretz is that Hashem wants our avodah
to be whole. He does not want us forcing ourselves into situations where our hearts are completely broken with anxiety and
dread, because that inner panic actually drags down the spiritual streng th of those around us. The Torah is telling us that our

internal state, our emotional and spiritual readiness, is what determines whether we belong on the battlefield of life.

We often think that to be a good Yid, we have to push through every single pressure cooker, even when we are falling apart
inside. We think we have to show up to every battle, even when our hearts are not in it. But the Torah teaches us the
opposite. Hashem cares deeply about your inner peace and your emotional capacity. If you are feeling completely
overwhelmed, anxious, or spiritually depleted by a certain situation, sometimes the ratzon Hashemis actually for you to step

back, protect your neshama, and focus on building your own house and vineyard first.

Today, if you find yourself facing a major challenge or a stressful situation that is causing you deep anxiety, stopand check in
with your heart. Instead of trying to force your way through with sheer willpower, take a step back and ask yourself what you

need to do to find your inner calmand bitachon in Hashem first.
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L THE SUGYA

We begin this daf with a powerful and sobering look at the immense spiritual and physical dangers of neglecting netilas
yadayim. The Gemara brings down the famous, frightening accounts of how being mezalzel in mayim rishonim or mayim
acharonimcan lead to terrible tragedies, including eating treif or worse, chas v'shalom. This teaches us just how careful a Yid

must be with the takanos of Chazal, which protect us both physically and spiritually.

From there, the sugya moves into the practical halachos of what kind of water may be used for netilas yadayim. We find a
major machlokes regarding using water heated by fire, as well as the status of the hot springs of Tiberias. The Gemara goes
deepinto the shakla v'tarya of whether we can use these waters for pouring froma vessel or for immersion, and whether
Chazal made a gezeirah on water drawn through a ditch due to a concern that one might come to use unfit water in a vessel.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The demon saw them, the members of Rav Pappa's household, pouring water from the mouth of the pitcher before drinking,

to wash away any harmful substance,
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and the demon said to them: If I had known that you are accustomed to do this, I would not have delayed trying to harm

you; rather, I would have brought the water straight from the river, knowing you would pour out the dangerous water anyway.

STATEMENT
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‘When Rav Dimi came from Eretz Yisrael, he said: Neglecting the first waters of hand-washing before a meal caused a Jew to

be fed pig meat, and neglecting the final waters after a meal caused a woman to be divorced from her husband.
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When Ravin came from Eretz Yisrael, he said a slightly different version: Neglecting first waters caused a Jew to be fed meat

of a carcass, and neglecting final waters killed a person.

EXPLANATION
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Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: And your mne monic to remember which Sage said which version is: Rav Dimi came and
divorced her, meaning in his version she was sent out from her husband, and Ravin came and killed her, since in his version the

husband killed his wife.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Abba would teach one of these versions regarding the first waters, and one of these versions regarding the final
waters, choosing the more stringent and severe outcome in both cases: that the first waters led to eating pig meat, and the final

waters led to the husband killing his wife.

STATEMENT
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It was stated that there is a machlokes regarding water heated by fire: Chizkiyah says we do not wash with them for the

hands, and Rabbi Yochanan says we do wash with them for the hands.
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Rabbi Yochanan said: I asked Rabban Gamliel, the son of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, who would always eat his chullin ina

state of ritual purity, and he said to me: All the great men of the Galil do so, washing their hands in heated water.

STATEMENT
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Regarding the hot springs of Tiberias, Chizkiyah says: We do not wash with them for the hands by pouring froma vessel,

but we may immerse the hands in them directly.

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan says: An impure person may immerse his entire body in them to become pure, but one may not

immerse only his face, his hands, and his feet to fulfill the obligation of washing.
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The Gemara asks: Now, if his entire body may be immersed in them, is it not all the more so permitted to immerse just his

face, his hands, and his feet?
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Rav Pappa said: When the waters are in their natural place, everyone agrees that it is permitted to immerse the hands in

them.
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And if one were to take from themin a vessel to pour on the hands, everyone agrees that it is forbidden because they are

not fit for washing.
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Where they disagree is in a case where one drew them through a ditch away from their source:
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One Master, Rabbi Yochanan, holds we decree against using water in a ditch because of the concern that one might come to

use water in a vessel, and one Master, Chizkiyah, holds we do not decree this.
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The Gemara comments: This is like a dispute between Tanna'im, as it was taught in a braisa: Water that became unfit for
drinking even by an animal, if it is in vessels, it is unfit for washing hands, but ifit is in the ground, it is fit for immersion like a
mikveh.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Even when the wateris in the ground, one may immerse his entire body in them, but not
his face, his hands, and his feet.
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The Gemara asks: Now, if his entire body may be immersed in them, is it not all the more so permitted for his hands and
his feet?
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Rather, is it not referring to a case where one drew them through a ditch, and they disagree about this:
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that one Master, Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar, holds we decree against using water in a ditch because of the concern that one
might come to use water in a vessel, and one Master, the first Tanna, holds we do not decree this. This is indeed the same

dispute.

STATEMENT
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Rav Idi bar Avin said that Rav Yitzchak bar Ashiyan said: The washing of hands for chullin is not a Torah law, but was

instituted because of the association with terumah, so that people would be accustomed to washing before eating terumah.

STATEMENT
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And furthermore, washing hands is required because of a mitzvah.
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The Gemara asks: What mitzvah is there in this?
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Abaye said: It is a mitzvah to listen to the words of the Sages who enacted this decree.
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Rava said: It is a mitzvah to listen to the words of Rabbi Elazar ben Arach, as it is written: "And whomever the zav

touches, and his hands he did not rinse in water.”
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Rabbi Elazar ben Arach said: From here the Sages found an allusion for washing hands from the Torah.
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Rava said to Rav Nachman: From where is this implied in the verse?
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Is it because it is written: "and his hands he did not rinse in water," implying that if he did rinse his hands, he becomes

pure? But a zav requires immersion of his entire body in a mikveh, not just rinsing his hands!
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Rather, this is what the verse is saying: And another person, who is not a zav, who did not rinse his hands, is considered

impure and renders other things impure. This refers to hands that did not wash.




STATEMENT

JIPR1 DA RPN NIT°EY 0777 ND2o01 1K KD (NIPWIN 227 MK MYDN 237 0N

Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Oshaya said: They only spoke of washing hands for fruit because of cleanliness, not
because of ritual impurity.
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The disciples understood from this statement: It is only an absolute obligation that there is not, but there is still a mitzvah

to do so.
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Rava said to them: It is neither an obligation nor a mitzvah, but rather it is optional.
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And this disputes the view of Rav Nachman, as Rav Nachman said: One who washes his hands for fruit is no thing other

than of the haughty-spirited, as he shows off a level of piety that is not required.

STATEMENT
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Rabba bar bar Chana said: I was standing before Rabbi Ammi and Rabbi Assi, and they brought before thema basket
of fruit, and they ate and did not wash their hands, and they did not give me anything to eat, and each one blessed the

after-blessing individually.
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He said: Learn from this three halachos: Learn from this that there is no washing of hands for fruit; and learn from this
that we do not make a zimun over fruit; and learn from this that when two people ate together, it is a mitzvah to

separate and bless individually rather than having one bless for both.
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Itis also taught in a braisa like this: Two who ate, it is a mitzvah to separate and bless individually.
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In what case are these words said? When both of them were scholars, but if one is a scholar and one is anignoramus,

the scholar blesses and the ignoramus fulfills his obligation by listening.
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The Rabbis taught in a braisa: Washing hands for chullin must be until the joint of the fingers, but for terumah it must be

until the wrist.
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BRAISA

The water must reach until the joint of the fingers.

BRAISA

And regarding the sanctification of the hands and feet in the Beis HaMikdash before the Avodah, the water must reach until

the joint where the hand meets the arm.
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And any item that interposes ina tevilah of the body in a mikveh, thereby invalidating it, likewise interposes in the

washing of the hands for chullin, and in the sanctification of the hands and feet in the Beis HaMikdash.

STATEMENT
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Rav said, while pointing to his fingers: One must wash until here for chullin, meaning the second joint of the fingers, and until

here for terumah, meaning the third joint where the fingers meet the palm.

STATEMENT
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And Shmuel said: Until here, whe ther for chullin or whether for terumah, pointing to the stringent location, which is the

third joint.

STATEMENT
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And Rav Sheshet said: Until here, whe ther for chullin or whe ther for terumah, pointing to the lenient location, which is

the second joint.

STATEMENT
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Bar Hedya said: I was standing before Rabbi Ami, and he said: Until here, whether for chullin or whe ther for te rumah,

pointing to the stringent location of the third joint.
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And do not say that Rabbi Ami ruled this way only because he is a Kohen, and therefore he was extra stringent with chullin so

that he would not come to make a mistake with terumah.

MRIN? 1P 1PPIND PR IND TY MK IRDT KT NP 12 YW 0277 M2 72 RYOIR ORINTT
NI

Forbehold, Rabbi Meyasha, the grandson of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, is a Levi, who does not eat terumah, and yet he

also said: Until here, whe ther for chullin or whe ther for terumah, pointing to the stringent location.

STATEMENT
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Ravsaid: A person may wash both of his hands in the morning, and make a condition on them that this washing should

work for him for the entire day, provided he keeps his hands clean and guarded from tumah.

STATEMENT
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So too, Rabbi Avina said to the people of his town:

SUMMARY

On this daf, the Gemara establishes that while netilas yadayim for chullin is mid'Rabbanan—enacted so that people would
remain accustomed to the purity required for eating terumah—it is nevertheless a complete mitzvah to listen to the Sages. We
learn that this obligation of washing hands applies specifically to bread, whereas washing for fruit is not required at all. In fact,
the Gemara points out that one who washes for fruit is considered haughty for putting on airs of extra piety. We conclude
with a practical maaseh showing that the Sages did not wash for fruit, did not make a zimun over fruit, and made their

berachos achronos individually.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara brings down the famous and terrifying words of Rav Dimi and Ravin regarding the severe consequences of
neglecting netilas yadayim. We see that neglecting mayimrishonimled to a Yid eating treif, and neglecting mayimacharonim
led to a tragic loss of life. Lichoira, we must ask: how does a simple, rabbinic act of washing hands before a piece of bread

prevent such spiritual and physical catastrophes?

The yeshivish sevara here is deep. Netilas yadayimis not just a physical cleaning; the Gemara tells us it was instituted "mifnei
serech terumah”, to keep us connected to the high standards of kedushah and taharah of the Beis HaMikdash. When a
person treats this small, rabbinic fence with respect, they are declaring that even their mundane, physical act of eating is holy.
But when someone treats it lightly, saying "it's just a chumra” or "it's only a rabbinic decree," they break the protective
boundary. Once that boundary is breached, the yetzer hara has an opening to drag a person down to the worst spiritual and

physical dangers.

This is our avodah. We often think that only the big, explicit Torah prohibitions require our utmost vigilance. But Chazal are
teaching us that the small, rabbinic fences we keep around our daily lives are what actually preserve our neshama's purity.
When you wash your hands carefully up to the joint, with proper kavanah, you are building a wall of kedushah around

yourself that keeps the forces of tumah far away.

Today, when you wash your hands for bread, do not do it as a mindless habit. Pause for three seconds before pouring the
water, and think: "T am doing this mitzvah to guard my kedushah and to listen to the words of Chazal." Wash with care, up to

the wrist, and feel how this simple act elevates your entire meal into an avodas Hashem.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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