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L) THE SUGYA

We are continuing our deep dive into the sugyos of shomer (a protector) and yad (a handle) regarding the laws of tumas
ochlin. The Gemara is trying to resolve the machlokes between Rav and Rabbi Yochanan about the minimum shiur of food
required for a shomer ora yad to function. We will look at how each Amora establishes various tannaitic sources, including a
baraisa about a marrow bone and a Mishnah about bean pods, to see if they fit with their respective shitos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara asks: And Rav, this baraisa, in what manner does he establish it? How does he explain it according to his view?
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If you say the baraisa is dealing with a handle, then the first clause is difficult, because it implies that a handle attached to less

than an olive-bulk of food is considered a handle to bring in tumah, which contradicts Rav's view!
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And if you say it is dealing with a protector, then the last clause is difficult, because Rabbi Yehuda ben Nekosa rules that the
house is tahor, implying that a protector attached to less than an olive-bulk is not considered a protector, whereas Rav holds that

even a protector attached to a bean-bulk is effective.

U2 NMON NOYON MW RRON NOYDN

The Gemara answers: If you want, say the baraisa is dealing with a protector, and if you want, say instead that it is dealing

with a handle.
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If you want, say the baraisa is dealing with a handle, and he, Rav, stated his ruling in accordance with Rabbi Yehuda ben

Nekosa, who holds that a handle attached to less than an olive-bulk does not bring in tumah.

EXPLANATION




NP NIND MRNT NI 02 R2OX N°Y2ORY

And if you want, say the baraisa is dealing with a protector, and he, Rav, stated his ruling in accordance with the First

Tanna, who holds that a protector attached to less than an olive-bulk, down to a bean-bulk, does bring in tumah.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The entire baraisa is dealing with a handle, and he, Rabbi Yochanan, stated his ruling in

accordance with the First Tanna, who holds that a handle attached to less than an olive-bulk is still considered a handle.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a challenge froma different baraisa: Rabbi Yehuda says: A marrow bone that has upon

it an olive-bulk of meat, the meat drags the entire bone to tumah if any part of the bone touches a source of tumah.
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Acherim say: Even if there is only a bean-bulk of meat upon it, the meat drags the entire bone to tumah.
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The Gemara asks: And Rayv, this baraisa, in what manner does he establish it?

XY RWR - MW oK XEPD XIWP - 173K

If you say it is dealing with a handle, the last clause is difficult, because Acherimhold thata handle attached to less than an
olive-bulk is effective, which contradicts Rav. If you say it is dealing with a protector, the first clause is difficult, because

Rabbi Yehuda holds that a protector attached to less than an olive-bulk is not effective, which also contradicts Rav.
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The Gemara answers: If you want, say it is dealing with a handle, and he, Rav, stated his ruling in accordance with Rabbi

Yehuda. And if you want, say instead that it is dealing with a protector, and Rav ruled in accordance with Acherim.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The entire baraisa is dealing with a protector, and he, Rabbi Yochanan, stated his ruling in

accordance with Acherim.
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The Gemara asks: But according to Acherim, don't they say the measure is "like a bean"? Rabbi Yochanan, however, holds that

a protector is effective even for less than a bean-bulk!
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The Gemara answers: Since the First Tanna stated a specific measure of an olive-bulk, they, Acherim, also stated a specific

measure of a bean-bulk, but in truth they hold that even less than a bean-bulk is also susceptible.
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Rava said: It is also precise fromthe wording that we are dealing with a protector, as it teaches "a marrow bone" which

protects the marrow inside. Learn from this that it is indeed discussing a protector.
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It was stated that Amora'imdisputed this point: Rabbi Chanina said: This is a precise measure, and Acherimhold thata
protector requires at least a bean-bulk. And Rabbi Yochanan said: This is not a precise measure, and they hold it is effective

even for less.
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The Gemara asks: How can Rabbi Yochanan say this is not a precise measure? But doesn't it teach "like a bean"?
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The Gemara answers: Since the First Tanna stated a specific measure of an olive-bulk, they, Acherim, also stated a specific

measure of a bean-bulk, but they do not mean it as an exclusive limit.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a challenge to Rav froma Mishnah: Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah rules tahor the stalk of a
bean pod, but rules tamei the stalk of otherlegumes, because he wants their handling. This implies that for a bean, which is

larger, the stalk is not a protector, but for smaller legumes it is, which contradicts Rav's view on protectors!
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The Gemara answers: Itis as Rav Acha the son of Rava said in another context, that we are dealing with the main stalk, and

because of the law of a handle, nota protector.
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Here too, we are dealing with the main stalk, and because of the law of a handle. And what is the meaning of "their

handling"? It means their use asa handle.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear another challenge, as the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: The pasuk says, "Upon
any seed-sowing that is sown,” which means seeds are susceptible to tumah in the manner that people take them out for
sowing: wheat in its husk, barley in its husk, and lentils in their husks. This shows that even a tiny husk, which is less than a

bean-bulk, acts as a protector!
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The Gemara answers: A whole entity is different. Since the husk is protecting a complete, natural creation, it is considered a

protector even if it is very small.
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Rav Oshaya asked a question:
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The Gemara asks: If there are two protections on a food, what is the halakha as to whe ther they join together with the food

to make up the requisite egg-bulk volume to receive or transmit tumah?
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The Gemara asks: What are the circumstances of this she'eilah?
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If we say itisa case of one protection this one on top of that other one, i.c., concentric layers, but is there ever a halachic

status of a protection on top of a protection?
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: Rabbi Yehuda says: There are three peels onan onion; the innermost peel, whether it

is whole or whether it is punctured, joins toge ther with the onion because it is considered like the food itself;
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the middle peel, if it is whole, joins together because it serves as a protection, but if it is punctured, it does not join together

because it no longer protects;
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while the outermost peel, either way—whether whole or punctured—is tahor and does not join at all, because a protection on

top of another protection has no halachic status of shomer. Thus, concentric protections do not join!
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The Gemara explains: Rather, Rav Oshaya's she'eilah is not about concentric layers; rather, a protection of food that was

divided is what he is inquiring about, where the food is whole but the peel is split into separate sections.

APER NP ONIN 174 N7 ONT NN 140 XD ONIT I3

Do we say that since this part of the protection does not protect that part of the food, and that part of the protection does

not protect this part of the food, therefore they do not join together?
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Or perhaps, since this part protects its own portion of food, and that part protects its own portion of food, and the food

itself is connected, they join together?
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Come and hear a proof from our Mishnah: Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya declares tahor the pod of a bean, but declares tamei
the pod of legumes, because he desires their handling, meaning he wants the pod to protect the legumes while handling
them. Since one pod and its legume are less than an egg-bulk, this must refer to multiple pods joining together, proving that divided

protections do join!
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Rav Acha the son of Rava said in rejection of this proof: That Mishnah is talking about the stalk to which the pods are
attached, and the tumah is because of the law of a handle (yad), nota protection. And what is the meaning of "for their

handling"? It means for their use, i.c., carrying themby the stalk.
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Come and hear another proof; as the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught in a Braisa: The pasuk says, "Upon any sowing seed
which is sown," teaching that seeds are susceptible to tumah in the manner that people take them out for sowing—wheat in
its husk, barley in its husk, and lentils in their husks. This proves that husks join together as protections, and since one grain is

less than an egg-bulk, it must refer to multiple grains joining together!
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The Gemara rejects this: Just as Rav Acha the son of Rava said regarding the other Mishnah that it was about the stalk and

because of a handle, here too, it is talking about the stem of the ear of grain, and because of its status as a protection.
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The Gemara asks: Granted, the upper grains on the stemneed the lower grains to support themso they do not fall off, but why

do the lower grains need the upper grains?
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The Gemara answers: This is a case where they are arranged in a single row around the stem, where if any grain is removed, the

rest will fall.
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The Gemara asks: Is there really anegg-bulk of food in a single row of grain?
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The Gemara answers: Yes, this refers to the wheat of the days of Shimon ben Shatach, which was extraordinarily large.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara notes: Now that you have arrived at this answer, we can say that the Braisa is talking about even a single grain of
wheat from the wheat of Shimon ben Shatach which itself was the size of an egg-bulk, and we do not need to establish it as

multiple grains.
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The Gemara returns to the text itself cited earlier: If there are two bones and upon themare two half-olive-bulks of meat
froma corpse, and one brought their two ends into a house, and the house arches over them, the house is tamei because

the bones act as handles to bring the tumah inside.

OBJECTION
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Yehuda ben Nakosa says in the name of Rabbi Yaakov: How can two separate bones join together to convey the tumah

of an olive-bulk? A handle cannot join with another handle!

STATEMENT
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Reish Lakish said: They only taught thatitacts as a handle in the case of a bone, which is significant enough to be a handle,

but a hair is not significant enough to be a handle.

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: Even a hair is also able to serve asa handle.
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Rabbi Yochanan challenged Reish Lakish froma Mishnah: If there is a hide upon which there is an olive-bulk of meat,

one who touches a fiber protruding from it, or a hair that is opposite the meat, is tamei.
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Is it not because the hair serves as a handle? This refutes Reish Lakish!
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Reish Lakish answers: No, it is because of its status as a protection, not a handle.
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The Gemara asks: But is there a status of a protection on top of a protection? The hide is already protecting the meat, so how

can the hair on the hide also be a protection?
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The Gemara answers: The hair is rooted through the hide directly into the meat, so it is loose and penetrates through, protecting

the meat directly.
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Rav Acha bar Yaakov challenged this: If that is so, that the hair roots leave actual holes through the parchment, how do we

write Tefillin on parchment? Don't we require perfect writing without any perforated letters, and here it is not present




because of the hair holes?
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The Gemara answers: It escaped his attention what they say in the West (Eretz Yisrael): Any hole that the ink can span

over is not halachically considered a hole to invalidate the writing.
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And if you want, say instead: The entire reason the hair conveys tumah is indeed because of a handle, and as for your question
of how a single hair can be a handle, it is as Rabbi Ila'ai said in another context regarding the filling between the fillings; so

too here, it refers to a hair that is between other hairs, which together forma usable handle.
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And where was this statement of Rabbi Ila'ai said? On this Mishnah: The bristles of ears of grain become tamei and

transmit tumah, but they do not join together with the grain to make up the egg-bulk.
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The Gemara there asked: What is a bristle fit for to act asa handle?
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Rabbi Ila'ai said: It refers to a bristle that is between other bristles, which together are fit to be grasped.

STATEMENT
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Another version of this discussion says: So too it is logical that the hair on the hide is because of protection, for if it

should enter your mind thatitis because of a handle, what is a single hair fit for as a handle?
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The Gemara answers: It is as Rabbi Ila'ai said regarding the bristle between the bristles, so too here, itisa hair between

other hairs.
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And where was this statement of Rabbi Ila'ai said? On this which we learned in a Mishnah: The bristles of ears of

grain become tamei and transmit tumah, but they do not join together.
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The Gemara there asked: What is a bristle fit for?
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Rabbi Ila'ai said: It refers to a bristle that is between other bristles. And there are those who teach this discussion on a

different source.

SUMMARY

The Gemara works through the shakla v'tarya of how Rav and Rabbi Yochanan explain the baraisa of Rabbi Yehuda ben
Nekosa and the baraisa of the marrow bone, showing how each Amora can align the Reisha and Seisha with his own shita.
We then address challenges froma Mishnah regarding bean pods and a d'rashah from the school of Rabbi Yishmael about
husks, resolving them by distinguishing between handles and protectors, and by introducing the concept that a whole entity
(bria) has a different status. Finally, Rav Oshaya raises a kasha regarding whether two concentric protections (shomer al
gabbei shomer) can join together to make up the requisite shiur of an egg-bulk for tumah, bringing a raaya from Rabbi

Yehuda's ruling on the three peels of an onion.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The sugya on our daf delves into the deep mechanics of how tumah is conveyed, focusing on the concepts of a "yad" (a
handle) and a "shomer" (a protector). The Gemara brings a beautiful teaching from the school of Rabbi Yishmael on the
pasuk, "Upon any seed-sowing that is sown,” explaining that seeds are susceptible to tumah in the exact way people take them
out for sowing, wheat, barley, and lentils in their husks. The Gemara concludes with a powerful rule: "Briydh shani", a whole,

complete entity is different. When something is whole, even the tiniest husk that protects it is significant and connected.

Lichoira, we can take a tremendous yesod from this for our own avodas Hashem. In the world of ruchniyus, we often feel
small, or we feel that our small actions don't have the "shiur” to make a real impact. We look at our daily learning, our tefillah,
ora small mitzvah we did, and the yetzer hara whispers that it is too insignificant to carry any weight. But the Torah is
teaching us a major chiddush: "Briydh shani."” When you keep yourself whole, when you stay connected to the Klal, to the
mesorah, and to your own integrity as a complete Yid, then every single small thing about you matters. Even the smallest

"husk," the tiniest protective boundary you make for yourself, becomes kadosh and carries the weight of the entire entity.

When a Yid is a "briydh," a complete creation standing proud in his emunah and yiras Shamayim, Hashemlooks at every
single detail of his life. Your small kabbalah, your five minutes of leaming inside the bais medrash, the extra care you take not
to speak lashon hara, these are notloose, insignificant pieces. Because they are attached to a whole neshama, they have the

status of a shomer and a yad, bringing tremendous ruchniyus and bracha into your entire life.

Today, remember that you are a complete, precious briydh in the eyes of Hashem. Choose one small protective boundary, a
"shomer” for your neshamah, like putting your phone away during davening or learning, and know that because you are

whole, this small act has infinite value.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
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Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose

JTRN IMYRD LTERT OY AR M0 XY LA i3 oy

they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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when now not Andif

Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
J1° D°lB 1202 DINT B

T T ool TT T T
face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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