*»%9 oy ¥wnin - PARSHAS HASHAVUA

"2 - MOWNND - 3V DY W

Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy & Gold Edition

CBERESHIT - 2ND ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the creation of Adam HaRishon and the beautiful world Hashem prepared for him. The Torah
describes how the earth was waiting for rain because there was no human yet to work the ground and daven for it, showing
us the deep connection between man and the creation. Hashem then forms Adam from the dust of the earth, blows a neshama

of life into him, and places himin the beautiful Gan Eden.

We also learn about the rivers that flow out of Eden to water the world, and the special job Hashemgives to Adam to work
and guard the garden. Hashem gives Adam his very first mitzvah, commanding himnot to eat fromthe Etz HaDaas, and then
declares that it is not good for man to be alone, setting the stage to create a helper for him.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins by describing how the plants and grass did not grow until Adam was created and prayed for rain, after
which Hashem formed Adam from the ground and breathed life into him. Hashem then planted Gan Eden with beautiful fruit
trees, including the Etz HaChaimand the Etz HaDaas, watered by a great river that splits into four major rivers. After placing
Adamin the garden to care for it, Hashem commanded himnot to eat from the Etz HaDaas under penalty of death, and then
brought all the animals and birds to Adam to be named, recognizing that it was not good for man to remain alone without a

fitting helper.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In the second pasuk of our Aliyah, the Torah is mechadesh a beautiful and fundamental yesod in our avodas Hashem. The
Torah tells us that even though the plants were already created, they remained hidden just beneath the surface of the ground
and did not sprout. Why? Because "there was no man to work the soil.” Rashi explains this with a famous and powerful
chiddush: there was no rain because there was no human being to recognize the goodness of rain and pray for it. As soon as

Adamwas created, he realized the world needed rain, he davened forit, and only then did the rain fall and the trees sprout.

Look at what the Torah is teaching us here. Hashemhad already willed the entire creation into existence. The potential for
growth, blessing, and abundance was already there, waiting just under the dirt. Yet, Hashemheld it all back. Why? Because
Hashemdesires our tefillos. He wants us to recognize our dependency on Him, to open our mouths, and to ask. The entire

creation stood in suspense, waiting for a single Yid to realize what was missing and daven.

This is a massive lesson for us in our daily lives. Sometimes we look around and feel like things are stuck. We are waiting for
parnassah, for shidduchim, for yeshuos, or for growth in our learning and yiras Shamayim. We might think Hashem has
forgotten us, chas v'shalom. But the truth is, the shefa is already there, waiting just beneath the surface. Hashemis simply

waiting for us to recognize that He is the source of everything, to turn to Him with a soft heart, and to daven.

Today, when you daven Shemoneh Esrei, do not just run through the words out of habit. Stop for one moment before a
brachah that speaks to your personal needs, realize that Hashem is waiting for your davening to unleash His shefa, and ask

Him for it with real kavanah.
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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We start the daf by continuing our sugya regarding a non-Jew's partnership in an animal and how it affects the firstborn status
of the offspring. The Gemara brings a kasha froma Baraisa about "iron sheep” (guaranteed investments) to challenge the

shitos of Rav Yehuda and Rav Huna, analyzing the exact girsa of the Baraisa to see who is refuted and how each Amora can

defend his shita.

Next, we move into a new Mishnah which teaches that if a ewe gives birth to a goat-like offspring, or vice versa, it is exempt
fromthe din of bechor. The Gemara brings a Baraisa where Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis argue on this very point, and the
Gemara goes through a beautiful shakla v'tarya to understand the exact case of their machlokes—whether it is about the
firstborn obligation, the first shearing, the halacha of "it and its offspring” (oto v'es b'no), ora case where the offspring's
appearance returned to its grandmother's species.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This is what Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said to him in the Mishnah: Even until ten generations of offspring are exempt

from the law of firstborn.
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But according to Rav Huna, who says that the first tanna did not descend to any generational levels atall, but rather

exempts all future generations, what is the meaning of the phrase: "Even until ten generations"?
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Rav Huna could have said to you in response: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel is referring to the second case of the Mishnah,
where the Jew established the offspring in place of the mothers, as in that case the first tanna also descends to generational

levels.
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Come and hear a challenge froma Baraisa: With regard to one who accepts ironsheep asa guaranteed investment froma

non-Jew, the direct offspring are exempt, but the offspring of the offspring are not exempt.
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This is indeed a conclusive refutation of Rav Yehuda, who said that the offspring of the offspring are also exempt!
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Rav Yehuda could have said to you: I will say that the Baraisa means they, the direct offspring, and their offspring are

€Xxe mpt.
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There are those who say a different version of this exchange: The Baraisa actually reads, "They and their offspring are

exempt.” If so, thisis a conclusive refutation of Rav Huna, who said that only the direct offspring are exempt!
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Rav Huna could have said to you: I will say that the Baraisa means they, the original animals, and their direct offs pring are

exempt, but the offspring of the offspring are obligated.

ngwn MISHNAH
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We learned in the Mishnah: A ewe that gave birth to a goat of sorts, and a goat that gave birth to a ewe of sorts, are exempt

from the law of the firstborn.

GEMARA
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Rav Oshaya came from Neharde'a and brought a Baraisa in his hand which taught: With regard to a ewe born to a goat, or

agoatbornto aewe, Rabbi Meir deems it obligated in the law of the firstborn, and the Sages deem it exempt.
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Rav Hoshaya said to Rabba: When you go before Rav Huna, ask him: With regard to what does Rabbi Meir deem it
obligated?
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If we say it is with regard to the firstborn obligation, but doesn't Rabbi Meir agree with the derivation fromthe verse, "But
the firstborn of an ox,” which teaches that the law does not apply unless it is an ox and its firstborn is also an ox? Meaning,

the offspring must resemble its mother.
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Rather, is it with regard to the first shearing of the fleece? But doesn't he agree with that which the school of Rabbi
Yishmael taught: Lambs whose fleece is tough are exempt from the first shearing, as it is stated: "And if he were not

warmed with the fleece of my sheep”? Since this goat-like offspring has tough hair, it cannot warmanyone.
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Rabba said to him: Let us see; what are we dealing with here? We are dealing with a ewe that gave birth to a goat of
sorts, and its father was a male goat, and they disagree as to whether we are concerned with the seed of the father

regarding the matter of "it and its offspring” which may not be slaughtered on the same day.
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As Rabbi Meir holds: We are concerned with the seed of the father, so the male goat is considered its father and one is

liable for slaughtering both on the same day; and the Rabbis hold: We are not concerned with the seed of the father.
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The Gemara objects: If so, let them disagree about being concerned with the seed of the father in general, in the well-

known dispute of Chananya and the Rabbis, rather than formulating it in this unusual case of a ewe that gave birth to a goat!
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Rather, actually the dispute is with regard to the firstborn, and here we are dealing witha ewe bornto aewe bornto a

goat.
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One Sage, Rabbi Meir, holds: Follow its mother, which is a ewe, and this offspring is not a "nidmeh” because it looks like its

mother.

EXPLANATION
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And one Sage, the Rabbis, holds: Follow its mother's mother, which was a goat, and this offspring is therefore considered a

"nidmeh".
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And if you wish, say instead that we are dealing with a ewe born to a goat born to a ewe. One Sage, Rabbi Meir, holds: Its
ovine nature has returned to its place, since it resembles its grandmother; and one Sage, the Rabbis, holds: Its ovine nature

has not returned to its place, and since its mother was a goat, it is exempt.
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Rav Ashi said: The Baraisa is dealing with a case where it has some of the characteristics of its mother, and who are "the
Sages” who exempt it? It is Rabbi Shimon, who says: Itis not holy unless its head and the majority of its body are similar

to its mother.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Rabbi Meir concedes with regard to the goat of the New Moon offering that we require the

sonof afemale goat, and a goat born to a ewe is invalid. What is the reason?
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The verse states: "One" goat, meaning the unique one whose lineage is pure and comes from the six days of Creation

without any change of species.
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The Gemara asks: But is it derived from here? It is derived from there, fromthe verse: "Anox orasheep” — to exclude a

hybrid; "or a goat” — to exclude a "nidmeh"!
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The Gemara answers: Both verses are needed, for if we only knew it from there, I would have said: This applies only where
the change did not descend to further generations, but where it descended and returned to its original appearance, say no,

it is valid.

EXPLANATION
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And if we only knew it from here, I would have said: This applies only regarding an obligatory offering, but a voluntary

offering — no, it is not excluded. Therefore, both are needed.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Acha bar Yaakov said: Everyone agrees that one does not receive lashes forits wool onaccount of kilayim, as it
is stated: "You shall not wear shaatnez,” and we compare wool to linen: Just as linen has not changed fromits original

species, s0 too wool must be froma sheep that has not changed.
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Rav Pappa said: Everyone agrees that its wool is invalid for techeiles, as it is stated: "You shall not wear shaatnez...
you shall make tassels for yourself," juxtaposing tzitzis to kilayim: Just as linen has not changed, so too wool must be froma

sheep that has not changed.

STATEMENT
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Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: Everyone agrees that its wool does not become tamei with tzaraas-plagues, as it is
stated: "Ina garment of wool or ina garment of linen,” juxtaposing them: Just as linen has not changed, so too wool

must be froma sheep that has not changed.

STATEMENT
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Rav Ashi said: We can also say a similar rule: If one trained a grapevine over a fig tree, its wine is invalid for libations.
What is the reason? The verse says, "Sacrifice and libations" — just as a sacrifice must be froman animal that has not

changed, so too libations must be fromgrapes that have not changed.
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Ravina challenged this: If one trained flax over a thorn-bush, would it also change its status? If so, you cannot say "just

as linen has not changed,” for flax would also change in such a case!
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He said to him: This wine has its aroma changed by the fig tree, but that flax does not have its aroma changed, so its

essential nature is unaffected.
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MISHNAH: A ewe that had not previously given birth and gave birth to two males, and their two heads emerged as
one — Rabbi Yose HaGelili says: Both of them go to the Kohen, as it is stated: "The males belong to Hashem,"
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and the Sages say: It is impossible to be perfectly simultaneous, rather, one belongs to him and one belongs to the
Kohen.
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Rabbi Tarfon says: The Kohen chooses the better one for himself.
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Rabbi Akiva says: They make an assessment between them to split the value of the better one, and the second animal shall

graze until it develops a blemish.
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And the owner of this doubtful firstborn animal is obligated in the priestly gifts of the foreleg, the cheeks, and the maw, which

must be given to a Kohen when slaughtering any non-sacred animal, because we say the animal is chullin;
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and Rabbi Yosei deems himexempt fromgiving these gifts, since the Kohen cannot prove that it is indeed chullin.
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If one of them died, meaning one of the two male lambs born from the mother that had never given birth before, so we do not

know if the living one is the firstborn or if the dead one was,

MISHNAH
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Rabbi Tarfon says: The Kohen and the owner shall divide the value of the remaining living lamb.
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Rabbi Akiva says: We apply the rule that the one who seeks to extract from his fellow bears the burden of proof, and

since the lamb is in the owner's possession, he keeps it all.
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If a male and a female were born together, there is nothing here for the Kohen, because we can always say the female

emerged first and exempted the male from the law of the firstborn.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: They said in the school of Rabbi Yannai:
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According to Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, we have heard him say thatit is possible to be precise in events that are by the

hands of Heaven, and thus twins can emerge at the exact same millisecond;
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and all the more so it is possible to be precise by the hands of man, who can measure and align things intentionally.

STATEMENT

But according to the Rabbis who argue on him, they hold that by the hands of Heaven it is impossible to be precise, and

therefore one twin must have emerged first.

P9RR DTN 072

However, regarding measurements made by the hands of man, what is their opinion? Is it possible to measure with absolute

precision or not?

PROOI
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Come and hear a proof froma Mishnah: A line of red paint girdled the Altar in the middle,
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to separate between the upper bloods which must be sprinkled above the halfway mark, and the lower bloods which must
be sprinkled below it.
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And if you say thatit is impossible to be precise by the hands of man, then the line was not exactly in the middle,
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and sometimes the Kohen will place upper bloods below the true middle, or lower bloods above it, which would invalidate

the service!
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The Gemara rejects this: No, there is no proof, as he widens the red line a little bit so that it definitely overlaps the exact

mathematical center, and the blood is placed safely away from the line.
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Come and hear another proof from the measurements of the vessels of the Beis HaMikdash, and from the measure ments

of the Altar, which the Torah requires to be made to exact dimensions.
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The Gemara rejects this: It is different there, as the Merciful One says "make” them,
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and in whatever way you are able to make them, it is pleasing to Him, even if it is not mathematically perfect down to the

atom,
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as the pasuk says: "All this in writing, from the hand of Hashem which He made me understand.”

PROOF
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Rav Ketina said: Come and hear a proof froma Baraisa regarding an oven that became tamei:
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If one divided it into two pieces and they are apparently equal, both of them are tamei,
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because it is impossible to be precise, and we must assume one piece is slightly larger and thus retains the tumah of the

original vessel, but we do not know which one.

D33 42 WYY PRI 0T 07D VINY :NITD 37 N

Rav Kahana said: An earthenware vessel is different, since it has crevices and uneven breaks, making it physically impossible

to measure, but other human measurements might indeed be precise.
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Come and hear another proof froma Mishnah regarding the Egla Arufa:
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If the corpse was found exactly aligned between two cities,
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both of them bring two heifers, these are the words of Rabbi Eliezer.

PROOF

What is the reason for Rabbi Eliezer's ruling?
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Is it not because he holds that by the hands of man it is possible to be precise in measuring the distance,
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and he expounds the word "nearest” in the Torah to mean and even "nearest ones” in the plural, allowing both cities to bring a

heifer?
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The Gemara answers: No, Rabbi Eliezer actually holds it is impossible to be precise, and the case is where they brought one in
partnership.

SUMMARY

In this daf; the Gemara resolves the dispute regarding the offspring of guaranteed investments ("iron sheep”) held by a non-
Jew, showing how Rav Yehuda and Rav Huna each interpret the Baraisa's language to fit their respective shitos. We then
delve into the machlokes between Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis regarding a change of species, such asa ewe giving birth to a
goat-like animal. The Gemara establishes that even Rabbi Meir agrees a goat born to a ewe is invalid for the New Moon
offering because the Torah requires a pure lineage. Finally, the Gemara presents a consensus that the wool of such a changed
animal is invalid for tzitzis (techeiles) and does not violate the prohibition of kilayim, deriving this from the hekesh between

wool and linen.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara on our daf'is deeply concerned with the concept of "nidmeh", an offspring that looks like a different species, or
a creature whose lineage has been altered from the pure form that "comes from the six days of Creation without any change.”
When the Torah requires a korban or a firstborn, it demands something that is "meyuchad,” something that is true to its

source, without any identity crisis or mixed-up nature.

Lichoira, we have to ask ourselves: what does this mean for our own avodas Hashem? Hashem created each of us with a
specific, pure neshama, a unique path in this world that is true to who we are. Yet, so often in life, we find ourselves acting
like a "nidmeh." We try to copy others, dressing upin a spiritual garment that isn't ours, or letting the outside world change
our inner essence until we barely recognize our own true self. We become a hybrid of conflicting desires, losing that pure,

straight connection to our source.

Your real avodah is to be "meyuchad”, to live with a clear, uncompromised identity as a Yid. Don't try to be someone else's

neshama. Hashem wants the genuine you, the one that is true to the way He created you from the very beginning.

Today, take five minutes to step back from the noise and the social pressure of what everyone else is doing. Ask yourself: "In
whatarea of ny life amI acting like a 'nidmeh’ just to fitin?" Choose one small kabolah in your davening or your learning to

do with absolute, pure sincerity, purely for Hashem, reflecting your own true neshama.
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Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy € Gold Edition

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
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upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
120,70 272N ’7'@1:1 ,1?335_7’_7 oy OMA LAwNT Qy anow
and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges

TN LECTYT NN PR? MR A LRIN nuY 12 tivny

careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy

PX K3 TONTRT MR 3NN RN myRy .om 23p 1huaN myny

— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
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after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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