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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the creation of Chavah and the very first marriage in history. After Adam names all the animals
and finds no suitable partner among them, Hashembrings a deep sleep upon him, takes one of his sides, and fashions the first
woman. Adam recognizes her as bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh, establishing the eternal bond of marriage where a

man leaves his parents to cling to his wife and become one flesh.

Lichoira, everything is set for a beautiful life in Gan Eden, but then the serpent enters the picture. The serpent uses sly
arguments to entice Chavah into eating from the forbidden Tree of Knowledge, and she in turn gives some of the fruit to
Adam. This leads to an immediate loss of their pristine state, forcing them to hide from Hashemin shame as they realize they
are naked.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the field the beast of and toall the heavens and to the bird of  the cattle toall names the man  And he called
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corresponding to him a helper he found not but for Adam
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when He brought them adeepsleep  Elokim ~ Hashem and He caused tofall ahelper Hefound not and for the man
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andforme - amate thereis toallofthem hesaid andfemale male andkind kind every before him He brought them
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of his sides one and He took and he slept  the man upon a deepsleep God Hashem And He cast
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two that theysaid thisis 26  Shemos the Tabernacle and for the side of similarto from his sides from his ribs
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thecut  the place of and he closed
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upon him  and she be despised she was created from which the flesh  the piece of he shouldsee sothatnot andhe took and he slept
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and He brought her intoa woman the man from He took which the rib — God Hashem And He built
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the man to
)
ooun by N To; bagh moynyn MM menbn mam MR A
wheat of likeastorehouse thechild toreccive fromabove andnarrow frombelow  wide likeastructure And He built
ANiPR Dy iRt 70230 KDY nbynbn g nunbn an Xy
its walls upon itsburden will weigh heavily sothatnot fromabove andnarrow frombelow wide whichis
)
DoUDW  TIDRT 19T INIR WY1 inD MR niva? TwND yhEn NN 1A%
Shoftim intoanephod  Gidon it and he made like awoman tobecome intoawoman therib —  And He built
7O nivnR L, 'n
anephod tobecome 8

WX NIP? DN *Tpan T3 *nIyR O¥Y OYED MNT DTN MmN
Woman shall be called  forthis  of my flesh and flesh of my bones bone  the time this the man  And said
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this was taken fromman because
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bythem hismind wascooled andnot andwildbeast domesticanimal every upon Adam thatcame teaches time This
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that was created fromhere alanguage upon  falls  Alanguage etc. fromMan because Woman shallbe called  For this
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Rabbah  Bereishis ~ the Holiness in the tongue of  the world
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and they shallbe  tohis wife  and he shall cling his mother and — hisfather —  aman shallleave thus Therefore
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andevil good between todistinguish modesty thewayof knowing were fortheydid not ashamed And they were not
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andevil good between whatis andheknew evil theindination intohim andentered thetree from hiseating until
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God Hashem had made that the field

the beasts of more than all
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shrewd And the serpent
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the garden tree of fromany you shalleat not God
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tohere

this connection what cunning

said  though even the woman to  and he said
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was  And the serpent
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uponthem theserpent pounced scheme fromwhat itteachesyou rather andHecothedthem skin garmentsof and for his wife
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her andhecoveted all insightof inmaritalrelations andengaging naked them  hesaw

Al

Pon MM LPDn omy LinpEn Ao inPIm inpay spY  Pon ovw

thanall cursed thanall subtle hisdownfall was and his greatness his subtleness accordingto thanall  subtle
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we may eat the garden the trees of from the fruit of the serpent And said
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God the garden isin the midst of ~which the tree and from the fruit of
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it shall you touch and not

to  the woman

fromit shall you eat not said
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chapter30  Mishlei Hiswords upon  add  donot thatwhichissaid
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she touched until he pushed her willyoudie surely not
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Rabbah Bereishis ineating death  thereisno
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and you willbe  youreyes

1

D7y NN X721 PON PYD M numN %32 NN N3 AN DD T oD

artisan every knows For
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theworld — andcreated Heate thetree from his craft the membersof — hates
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Rabbah Bereishis worlds creators of like God and you will be
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the tree and desirable  to the eyes it a desire  and that for food the tree  good that the woman Andsaw
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the wordsof shesaw the woman And she saw

Rabbah Bereishis and she believed him  her  and they pleased the serpent
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like God tobecome the tree good was that
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andevil good knowersof toher thathesaid justas tomakewise and desirable
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i)

Mo m M2 nizve .os

and wild animal domesticated animal toinclude Also
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afigtree leavesof and theysewed they were naked that and they knew both of them the eyes of And were opened
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the day at the breeze of in the garden moving about God Hashem the sound of And they heard
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and for Aggadah Scripture  of  forthe plainsense except ~ came not andI Midrashim  andinother in Bereishis Rabbah
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—  theyheard didtheyhear what Andtheyheard itsfitstate upon spoken amatter the Scripture the wordsof —thatsettles
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inthe garden  walking ~ whowas the Holy One the sound of

)
2y niaphY neaayn KT Ny ,0WR AND wRwnw mo inik? .avn ome
evening  for towards the west is and this tothere comes thatthesun direction tothat  of theday Inthe direction
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where are you tohim and He said  the man to God Hashem And called
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terrified he would be sothatnot intowords withhim toenter but he where  Hewas knowing Where art thou
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toenter twenty-two Bamidbar withyou  these the men whoare with Bilam andso four  Bereishis your brother
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Baladan Merodach  with the messengers of with Chizkiyahu andso intowords — with them
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and I hid amI naked because andIfeared in the garden I heard Yourvoice —  And he said
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not I commanded you which the tree Isitfrom are you naked that toyou told who And He said
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have you eaten fromit  toeat
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inwonderment the tree Isit from

Pasuk 18

93N YYD o V7 TNy NII CTRY OD3 PN TN DTND ToNM
and I ate the tree from tome  gave she  withme Yougave whom the woman the man  And said
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the serpent the woman  andsaid  you have done isthis what to the woman God Hashem And said
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32 I . Chronicles  Chizkiyahu you beguile letnot like hemisled me He deceived me
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the cattle  fromall are you cursed this youdid Dbecause the serpent to God Hashem And said
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He had asked him  forif  anenticer —of  forthemerit  turnover thatwedonot fromhere this  youhavedone Because
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the words of  the disciple  and the words of the Master the wordsof toanswer tohim there was this didyoudo  why
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its gestation thatthe daysof toteach 8a page Bechoros intractate this exposition ourRabbis established the moreso
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her offspring and between your offspring and between the woman and between betweenyou I will put And enmity
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heel will bite him  and you = head  willcrushyou  he
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comes whenthe snake chapter40 Yeshayahu uponthem itblew islike youshallbruise him and the expression you willkill him
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anexpressionof itiswritten theword upon falls theword  andbecause  hissing ~ withakindof blows it tobite
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children youshallbear inpain and yourchildbearing  your pain multiply I will greatly He said the woman To
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the pregnancy the painof thisis and thy conception
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todemand him the boldness toyou thereisnot andeventhough  forintimacy  shall be your desire yourhusband andto
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29 Yeshayahu  desirous  asoul like yourlonging  your desire
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which  the tree from and youate yourwife tothe voice of you listened Because He said And to Adam
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with sorrow  for your sake  the ground  cursed is fromit youshalleat not saying I commanded you
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your life  the daysof all youshalleatofit
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fleas flies such as cursed things  foryou itwillbringup foryoursake istheground  Cursed
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thorns it shall bring forth seeds kinds of whenyousowit theearth toyou itshallbringforth and thistles And thorns
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etcetera boiling preparation meansof by areeaten andthey andcardoons artichokes and thistles
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thorns  foryou shall bring forth it agarden vegetablesof or legumes whenyousowit toyou itshall bringforth
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youshall eat them your will andagainst thefield weedsof andother and thistles
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for youwere taken fromit  for the ground to  yourreturn until bread youshalleat yourbrow By the sweatof
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diditinterrupt andnot  names  theman andhecalled  thefirst  toitstopic the Scripture returned theman  And he called
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of andbecause adeepsleep and He causedtofall therefore  corresponding tohim ahelper hefound not butfor Adam

MR TR qY0Tiny wmm nwne 10 qee mwny YA anoY

thathe saw thatbecause toinformyou theserpent the portionof toit itjuxtaposed naked and they were that it wrote
navmea opPby NI oAb MNQI wOmwna  DOp0Y DDiR AN MO
withaplan  uponthem andhecame forher helusted with marital relations — occupied them andhesaw hernakedness
R

and with deceit

)

MR MWRA WRD LNt R ey o 1w By Bpi .mim
is  what youwouldsay as toherchildren —  because she giveslife living the expressionof upon  falls ~ Chavah
M0 YR, '3 nbp oIN®

was  in the expression of two Koheles  toman

QW29 7Y nianD InwKDY oIRD ooty M yn

and He clothed them  skin  garments of and for his wife for Adam God HASHEM And He made
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aftermath of the chet is swift and profound, as Hashem confronts Adam, Chavah, and the serpent, leading to a series of
severe consequences. The serpent is cursed to crawl on its belly and eat dust, with eternal enmity placed between its offspring
and mankind. Chavah is told she will experience great pain in pregnancy and childbearing, while Adamis punished with the
curse of the ground, meaning he must now toil by the sweat of his brow to produce bread froma earth that sprouts thorns and
thistles. Finally, Adam names his wife Chavah because she is the mother of all living things, and Hashem, in His great mercy,

makes garments of skins to clothe thembefore they are sent out.
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The parsha is telling us a fundamental yesod about how the yetzer hara works, and it all starts with how the serpent spoke to
Chavah. The serpent didn't start by telling her to go ahead and transgress the ratzon of Hashem. Lichoira, that would never
have worked. Instead, he started by exaggerating the restriction, asking, "Did Hashem really say you can't eat fromany
tree?” And how did Chavah respond? She added to the issur herself, saying they weren't even allowed to touch the tree.
Once you artificially expand the boundaries of what is forbidden, the whole structure becomes fragile. The moment you
touch the tree and see you didn't die, the yetzer hara has an easy opening to convince you that the actual transgression is

also permitted.

This is a massive lesson for our daily avodas Hashem. We often think that to be frumand protected, we need to build
imaginary walls of stringency that Hashemnever asked of us, or we look at our lives and feel completely suffocated by a false
perception that "everything is forbidden.” When we view Torah and mitzvos through a lens of heavy, exaggerated restriction,
we are actually playing right into the hands of the yetzer hara. Mimeila, we become exhausted, and the moment we slip up on

a minor detail, the whole package feels compromised, leading to a real spiritual fall.

Today, focus on serving Hashem with clarity and joy rather than a heavy sense of artificial restriction. When you do a
mitzvah or keep a halachah, focus on the beauty of what Hashemactually commanded you to do, rather than adding heavy,

self-imposed mental burdens that only lead to frustration.
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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We begin the daf by continuing our deep dive into the fascinating sugya of whether it is possible for two events to occur with
absolute precision, both in the hands of Heaven and in the hands of man. The Gemara brings a kasha froma Braisa regarding
the Egla Arufa, where a slain body is found equidistant between two cities, and analyzes the machlokes between Rabbi

Eliezer and the Rabbis to see if this hinges on the question of precision.

Fromthere, the Gemara turns to clarify the machlokes in our Mishnah between Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva regarding a
case where a sheep gave birth to two males and we do not know which is the firstborn. We analyze Rabbi Akiva's view that the
Kohen takes the leaner animal, and delve into the shakla v'tarya between Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba
regarding how to interpret the Mishnah's ruling of assessing the value between them.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Tanna of our Mishnah holds in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, who says: It is possible for two
events to coincide precisely even when they are in the hands of Heaven, and all the more so when they are in the hands of

man, where human precision is involved.
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The Gemara suggests: Let us say that this issue of whether precision is possible is like a dispute between Tanna'im, as it is taught
in a Braisa: If a slain person was found precisely at an equal distance between two towns, they would not break the heifer's

neck atall, according to the first Tanna. But Rabbi Eliezer says: Both of them bring two heifers, one fromeach town.
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What, is it not correct to say that they disagree about this very point: that the first Tanna holds that it is impossible to
coincide precisely, and therefore one town must be closer, but since we cannot determine which, neither can bring it; and

Rabbi Eliezer holds thatit is possible to coincide precisely, and since both are indeed equally close, both must bring a

heifer?

OBJECTION
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The Gemara rejects this: And can you understand it that way? If the first Tanna holds that it is impossible to coincide
precisely, meaning that one town is definitely closer, why does he say that they would not break the heifer's neck atall? Let

them bring one heifer in partnership, and make a stipulation that it belongs to whichever town is actually closer!
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Rather, according to these Tanna'im, everyone agrees thatit is possible to coincide precisely. And here, they disagree
about the exposition of the word "nearest” in the singular, meaning only one town, and not "nearest” in the plural. As the first
Tanna holds that the Torah means "nearest” town, and not multiple nearest towns, so when they are equidistant, neither can

bring it. And Rabbi Eliezer holds that the Torah means "nearest” and even multiple nearest towns, so both must bring.
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The Gemara asks: What was the final conclusion reached about it, regarding the opinion of the Rabbis on whether precision is

possible in human hands?
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Rav Chiyya bar Avin said that Rav Amram said: It was taught in a Braisa: If the corpse was found precisely between two
towns, Rabbi Eliezer says: Both of them bring two heifers; and the Sages say: They bring one heifer in partnership

and make a stipulation.
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The Gemara analyzes this: What do the Rabbis hold here? If the Rabbis hold that it is possible to coincide precisely, and

they expound "nearest” to mean even multiple nearest towns, then let them bring two heifers, just like Rabbi Eliezer!

15n°°% K X7 99°DK ,NI2iTp KDY 72807 X

And if they hold that the Torah means "nearest” and not multiple nearest towns, then they should not bring even one heifer,

even with a partnership and stipulation, because the law of Egla Arufa would not apply at all!
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Rather, is it not correct to learn from this that the Rabbis hold thatit is impossible to coincide precisely, and that this is

the rule even in the hands of man? Therefore, one town is definitely closer, and we bring one heifer with a stipulation.
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The Gemara concludes: Indeed, learn from this that it is so.
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Tarfon says: The Kohen chooses for himself the better of the two lambs.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: What is the reasoning of Rabbi Tarfon? He holds that the one that is healthier and stronger is the one

thatemerged first, and is therefore the true firstborn.
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The Mishnah continues: Rabbi Akiva says: They assess the value of the lambs between them, etc.

GEMARA
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yochanan said: According to Rabbi Akiva, the Kohen takes the leaner of the two
lambs.
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said to Rabbi Yochanan: But didn't we learn in our Mishnah: "They assess the value between

them,” which implies they divide the value of the two lambs?

ANSWER




Rabbi Yochanan said to him: While you were eating dates in Babylonia, we explained it in Eretz Yisrael from the latter

clause of the Mishnah.
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As the latter clause teaches: If one of them died, Rabbi Tarfon says: They divide the remaining lamb; Rabbi Akiva says:

He who seeks to extract from his fellow bears the burden of proof, so the owner keeps it.
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And if it enters your mind that "they assess between them” means that they divide the value equally, here too in the case

where one died, let them divide the remaining lamb between them, instead of leaving it entirely with the owner!
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Rather, what is the meaning of "meshammenin"? It means that the fatness, meaning the extra value of the better lamb, shall be
in dispute between them. The Kohen gets only the lean lamb, as the owner says to the Kohen: Bring proof that the better

one is the firstborn, and take it.
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We learned in the Mishnah: And the second lamb must graze until it becomes blemished, and then the owner may eatit,

and he is obligated in the priestly gifts of the shoulder, cheeks, and maw; and Rabbi Yosei exempts him.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: What is the reasoning of Rabbi Meir, who is the first Tanna of the Mishnah?

SR OTOT MDD — KA 9ID2 9N D MNT LIVTTE V3w 1Y R2 17D PONIT 1ani0 927 MmN
S0 niann o 27— KT TI02 KD N




Rabbi Yochanan said: Since the Kohen comes against him from two sides with a double claim, as the Kohen says to him:

If it is the firstborn, it is entirely mine; and if it is not the firstborn, give me the priestly gifts from it.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: And Rabbi Yosei, what is his reasoning for exempting the owner?
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Rava said: The Sages made one who does not acquire the animal like one who acquires it. And even though it did not
reach the Kohen's hand, it is as if it reached his hand and he sold it back to the Israelite inits blemished state, and a

Kohen's animal is exempt from the gifts.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Elazar said: Everyone concedes in the case of a doubtful firstborn where there is no replacement in the hand of

the Kohen, that the owner is obligated in the priestly gifts.

INYOWR 7509 221 21N% B97in Pan

The Gemara asks: When he says "everyone concedes,” who does he mean? Rabbi Yosei? That is obvious!
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Only there did Rabbi Yosei exempt the owner, where the replacement is in the hand of the Kohen, as they made one
who does not acquire like one who acquires; but where there is no replacement in the hand of the Kohen, he does

not exempt him!
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say that the reasoning of Rabbi Yosei is that he holds that if you obligate him in the
gifts, he might come to shear and work the animal, thinking it is completely non-sacred, and this concern would apply even
though there is no replacement in the hand of the Kohen; therefore, Rabbi Elazar comes to teach us that this is not the

reason.
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The Gemara asks: And how can you say this? But doesn't the latter clause teach that Rabbi Yosei would say:
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The Mishnah states: Any animal whose replacements are in the hand of a Kohen, the owner is exempt from the priestly

gifts,and Rabbi Meir deems himobligated.

GEMARA
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The Gemara infers: If the replacements are in the hand of a Kohen, yes, Rabbi Yosei exempts him, but if there are no

replacements in the hand of'a Kohen, no, he does not exempt him.
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The Gemara explains why Rabbi Elazar's statement was needed: Lest you say that Rabbi Yosei was speaking according to the
words of Rabbi Meir, and this is what he said to him: According to my own view, the owner is exempt even if there are no
replacements in the hand of'a Kohen, because if you obligate him in the gifts, he might come to treat the animal as
chullin and violate the prohibitions of shearing and labor; but according to your view, concede to me at least where the
replacements are in the hand of a Kohen, for there the Sages made one who did not acquire the animal like one who
acquired it, so he should be exempt. And Rabbi Meir said to him: No, I do not concede. Therefore, Rabbi Elazar had to teach

us that Rabbi Yosei's actual reason is indeed because the replacements are in the hand of the Kohen.
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And Rav Pappa says: Everyone concedes in the case of a doubtful tithe animal that the owner is exempt from the priestly

gifts.
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The Gemara asks: When Rav Pappa says "Everyone concedes” — who is he referring to? Is it Rabbi Meir? But that is obvious!
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Only there does Rabbi Meir obligate the owner, by a doubtful firstborn, since the Kohen comes upon him from two

sides, but by a doubtful tithe — no, he would not obligate him.
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The Gemara answers: Rav Pappa's statement is necessary, lest you say that the reason of Rabbi Meir is so that the law of
gifts should not be forgotten, and if so, even by a doubtful tithe also he should obligate him. Therefore, Rav Pappa comes

to teach us that this is not Rabbi Meir's reason.
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The Gemara objects: But how can you say this? But doesn't the latter clause teach: For Rabbi Yosei would say: Any
animal whose replacements are in the hand of a Kohen — the owner is exempt from the gifts, and Rabbi Meir deems

himobligated! This shows their dispute is about the replacements, not about forgetting the laws of gifts.
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The Gemara resolves: Rav Pappa's statement is still needed, lest you say that Rabbi Meir obligates even in the case of a
doubtful tithe, and that which they argue about re placements is only to let you know the strength of Rabbi Yosei, who
exempts even where the Kohen comes upon him from two sides. Therefore, Rav Pappa comes to teach us that Rabbi Meir

indeed exempts in a doubtful tithe.
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The Mishnah states: If one of them died, Rabbi Tarfon says: They shall divide the remaining lamb.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: Why should they divide it? Let us see: If the fat and better one died, we should say it is the Kohen's
animal that died, and this one that is still here is the owner's; and if the lean and weaker one died, we should say the

owner's animal died, and this one that is still here is the Kohen's!
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Rabbi Ami said: Rabbi Tarfon retracted his view that the Kohen takes the better one, and here he holds they always divide.

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Mishnah continues: Rabbi Akiva says: One who extracts from his fellow, upon him is the burden of proof.

GEMARA
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Rabbi Chiyya said: The parable of Rabbi Tarfon, to what is this matter comparable? To two people who deposited
sheep with a shepherd, and one died, where the shepherd places the remaining sheep between them and withdraws, and

they divide it.

STATEMENT
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And the parable of Rabbi Akiva, to what is this matter comparable? To one who deposited a sheep with a homeowner

who has his own sheep, where one who extracts from his fellow, upon him is the burden of proof.
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The Gemara asks: But if so, in what do they argue? Does Rabbi Akiva disagree in the case of two who deposited witha
shepherd, that the shepherd places the sheep and withdraws? And does Rabbi Tarfon disagree in the case of one who

deposited with a homeowner? Surely they both agree to those cases!

ANSWER
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Rava said, and some say Rav Pappa: Everyone concedes in the case of two who deposited with a shepherd — that the
shepherd places the sheep between them and withdraws; and in the case of one who deposited with a homeowner —

that one who extracts from his fellow, upon himis the burden of proof.
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They only argued ina case where the sheepare in the courtyard of the homeowner, and the shepherd is a Kohen.
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Rabbi Tarfon holds: The owner transfers ownership to himin his courtyard, and it is pleasing to him that a mitzvah
should be performed with his money, and therefore it is like two who deposited with a shepherd, where the she pherd

places the sheep between them and withdraws.
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And Rabbi Akiva holds: Since he has aloss, he does not transfer anything to him, and therefore it is like one who

deposited with a homeowner, where one who extracts from his fellow, upon himis the burden of proof.
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MISHNAH: If one's two ewes that had not previously given birth gave birth to two males, both of them go to the
Kohen.
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If they gave birth to a male and a female, the male goes to the Kohen.
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If they gave birth to two males and a female, one goes to him and one goes to the Kohen.

MISHNAH
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Rabbi Tarfon says: The Kohen chooses for himself the better of the two.
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Rabbi Akiva says: They make an assessment between them, and the second doubtful firstborn shall graze until it

becomes blemished. And the owneris obligated in the priestly gifts, but Rabbi Yosei exempts him.
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If one of them died, Rabbi Tarfon says: They shall divide the remaining one, and Rabbi Akiva says: One who extracts

from his fellow, upon himis the burden of proof.
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If they gave birth to two females and a male, or two males and two females, there is nothing here for the Kohen.
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If one had already given birth and one had not given birth, and they gave birth to two males, one goes to him and one

goes to the Kohen.
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Rabbi Tarfon says: The Kohen chooses the better of the two.
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Rabbi Akiva says: They make an assessment between them, and the second shall graze until it becomes blemished.
And the owner is obligated in the gifts. Rabbi Yosei exempts him, for Rabbi Yosei would say: Any animal whose

replacements are in the hand of a Kohen is exempt from the gifts. And Rabbi Meir deems himobligated.
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If one of them died, Rabbi Tarfon says: They shall divide the remaining one. Rabbi Akiva says: One who extracts from

his fellow, upon himis the burden of proof.

0193 17727 IND PR — 1231 91




If they gave birth to a male and a female, there is nothing here for the Kohen.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Gemara notes: Both cases are necessary, for if it had taught us only the first case, we would say in that case

Rabbi Akiva says his ruling, since the two males came from one mother.
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But in the case of two ewes that had not previously given birth, where there are two offspring from one and one from
one, say that Rabbi Akiva concedes to Rabbi Tarfon, because that mother which gave birth to one, its offspring is more

choice, so we can identify the firstborn.
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And if it had taught us only this second case, we would say in this case Rabbi Akiva says his ruling, since both of them had
not previously given birth, but where one had given birth and one had not given birth, and they gave birth to two
males, say that Rabbi Akiva concedes to Rabbi Tarfon because the doubt is weaker. Therefore, both are needed.

SUMMARY

In summary, the Gemara concludes that the Rabbis of Egla Arufa hold that absolute precision is impossible even in the hands
of man, which is why they require a partnership and a stipulation rather than two separate heifers. We then clarify that
according to Rabbi Akiva, the Kohen only receives the value of the leaner lamb because the burden of proof'is on himto
extract the better one from the owner. Finally, the Gemara explains the machlokes between Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yosei
regarding whether the owner must give the priestly gifts from the second lamb; Rabbi Meir obligates him because of the
Kohen's double claim, while Rabbi Yosei exempts himbecause we treat the animal as if it had already been acquired by the

Kohen and sold back to the owner.
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The Gemara is bothered by a fascinating question: is it possible for two things to be perfectly, 100% equal, or is there always
some tiny difference? When a slain person is found between two towns, the Rabbis hold "efshar I'tzamtzem b'yidei adam” is

impossible. Even with human tools, we can never make two things perfectly equal. One town is always closer, even by a

hairsbreadth.

This is a deep yesod for our avodas Hashem. We often look at others and think we need to match themexactly, or we look at
our own days and expect perfect, identical consistency. But the Tanna is telling us that in the physical world, perfect equality
does not exist. Hashem did not create a world of carbon copies. Every single person, every single day, and every single

mitzvah has its own unique measure.

Stop trying to measure your life against a perfect, imaginary standard of equality. Your jobis not to duplicate someone else's
learning or to make today look exactly like yesterday. Accept that every situation has its own unique closeness to Hashem.

Today, focus on the specific, unique potential of this very moment, without comparing it to any other.
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly
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and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe
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three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
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for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
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:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
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like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
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Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose
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and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
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their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose
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they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people
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increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
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and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation
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Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
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retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah
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standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot
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they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
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the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
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to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.
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Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
DDSINN DON2T DOTURPAN AWM ,DOYNT oon Dipnd 122
after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
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to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study

T ==

A9 ,7%%in N’?‘H SY TN NRY T SRR T NI

ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
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passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.




" -f N’? ]? 19n 3 s_’: 17 57 D’? ﬂ;ﬂ m tl Mishna 14 - The Obligation of Personal Responsibility and Avoiding Procrastination
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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when now not Andif

Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly
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—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing
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and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
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by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
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who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
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sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands

1970 By TRy n‘?ﬁyg o127 .'IT;?'?W 5y ,InIN ’?N"??:.} 12 1ynY 137

justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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