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(BERESHIT - 6TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we first encounter the dramatic plea of Lamech to his wives, Adah and Zillah, as he addresses the tragic killings
of Cain and a young lad, and the reckoning of generations that must follow. Following this, the Torah describes how Adam

and Chavah are comforted with the birth of Sheis, who is born in the likeness and image of Adam, establishing a new lineage

of shemira and avodas Hashemafter the tragic loss of Hevel.

We then begin the historical record of the generations of Adam, tracing the long lifespans of the early fathers of the world.
The Torah details the years of Sheis, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Yered, and Chanoch, showing how the world was populated
and how the early generations lived for hundreds of years in the early era of creation.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and he called ason wasborn  he also  And to Sheis
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he begot  that he was created thatonthe day Thisteaches etc. Hecreated Onthe day
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onthe day of Man theirname — and Hecalled them and He blessed He created them and female Male
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their being created
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— and he called after hisimage in hislikeness and he begot years and a hundred thirty Adam And lived
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sons  and he begot years hundred eight Sheth  —  his begetting after Adam the daysof And were
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and daughters
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and he died  years and thirty years hundred  nine  helived  that Adam the daysof all And were

Pasuk 10

VAR NN TP MY nRmY D0 wnn nwoonn

Enosh — and he begot  years and one hundred  years five Shes And lived
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and he begot  years hundred and eight years seven Enosh —  hisbegetting  after  Sheth And lived
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and daughters  sons
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and he died  years hundred andnine years ten two Sheth the daysof all And were
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Kenan — and he begot  years ninety Enosh  And lived
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years hundred andeight  years ten five Kenan —  hisbegetting  after Enosh  And lived
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and daughters  sons  and he begot
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and he died  years hundred and nine years five Enosh  the daysof all And were
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Mahalalel — and he begot  years seventy Keinan And lived
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years hundred andeight  years forty Mahalalel —  hisbegetting  after  Keinan And lived
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and daughters  sons  and he begot
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and he died  years hundred and nine years ten Kenan the daysof all And were
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Yared — and he begot  years and sixty years five Mahalalel And lived
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years hundred andeight  years thirty Yered —  his begetting after Mahalalel And lived
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and daughters  sons  and he begot
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and he died  years hundred andeight years and ninety five Mabhalalel the daysof all And were
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Chanoch  — and he begot years and one hundred years and sixty two Yered And lived
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sons  and he begot  years  hundred eight Chanoch  —  his begetting after Yered And lived
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and daughters
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and he died  years hundred andnine years and sixty two Yered the daysof all And were
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Metushelach — and he begot  years and sixty five Chanoch And lived
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years  hundred three Methuselah —  his begetting after God with  Enoch  And walked
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and daughters  sons  and he begot
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years  hundred andthree  years and sixty five Chanoch the daysof all  And was
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the Holy One hastened  therefore tobecome wicked toreturn inhismind andeasy hewas righteous Chanoch Andwalked
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and he wasnot towrite inhisdeath the Scripture that changed andthisis histime before andcaused himtodie andremoved him
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Rabbah  Bereishis his years tocomplete in the world
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Lamech's defense to his wives regarding his killings and the divine protection promised to Cain's line,
followed by the birth of Sheis to Adamand Chavah, and the birth of Enosh, during whose time people began to call upon the
name of Hashem. The Torah then lists the genealogy from Adam through Chanoch, detailing the exact years each lived, the
children they begot, and their eventual deaths, highlighting Chanoch who walked with Elokim and was taken by Him before

his time.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah tells us that after the terrible tragedy of Hevel being killed and the world falling into chaos, "Adamknew his wife
again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, meaning, 'Hashem has provided me with another offspring in place of
Hevel." Think about the sheer brokenness Adamand Chava were experiencing. They had lost both of their sons in one day,
one murdered, the other a wandering exile. Lichoira, they could have easily given up on the future of the world. Yet, they

chose to rebuild, to start over, and to bring new life into a dark world.

This is the ultimate yesod of Jewish survival and our personal avodah. When things go wrong, when we experience a painful
setback, a loss, ora spiritual fall, the yetzer hara wants us to stay down. He whispers that there is no point in trying again
because the past is ruined. But the Torah is teaching us that the only way forward is to do what Adam HaRishon did: you

pick up the pieces, you put your trust in Hashem, and you start building again fromscratch.

Today, if you find yourself dwelling on a past failure, a missed opportunity, or a spiritual slip-up, do not let it paralyze you.
Take a deep breath, realize that Hashem gives us the strength to begin anew at any moment, and take one small, positive step

forward to rebuild your day.
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LJ THE SUGYA

We begin the daf by continuing our deep dive into the fascinating shakla v'tarya regarding Rabbi Shimon's shitta that a single
kid can yield enough offspring to be subject to ma'aser behemah within its very first year of life. The Gemara explores several
brilliant terutzim to explain the exact point of dispute between Rabbi Shimon and the Rabbis, analyzing whether a murky
discharge delays pregnancy, whether an animal can give birth after incomplete months of gestation, and whether we say "part

of the day is like the whole of it" in this context.

Additionally, the Gemara transitions into a beautiful lomdishe discussion regarding whether an animal that is "j7 700" —
meaning it is under eight days old and not yet fit for the Mizbe'ach—can still enter the pen to be tithed. We also begin a new
sugya defining the exact nature of a "murky discharge” that exempts a mother animal from the law of the firstborn, bringing
down the practical definitions of Rava and Shmuel.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Shall we say that the Tanna of our baraisa holds that an animal that expels a murky discharge, which is a sign of a miscarriage,
does not return and give birth again within its first year? This would mean that even a miscarriage prevents pregnancy for the

rest of the year, which is why the first Tanna does not allow for ten offspring in the first year.
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The Gemara rejects this: No, if you want to say that an animal that expels a murky discharge indeed returns and gives birth
within its year, because a miscarriage does not delay her so long, yet an animal that gives birth to a definite live offspring
certainly does not return and give birth within its year. Since the mother goat in our case actually gave birth to the second

generation, she cannot give birth again so quickly, and that is why the first Tanna holds it is impossible.

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Gemara quotes the next part of the baraisa: Rabbi Shimon said: I saw a single kid that yielded enough offspring to be

subject to the tithe within its first year of life, etc., whereas the first Tanna did not add the words "within its first year."

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: What practical difference is there between the view of the first Tanna and that of Rabbi Shimon? Since
both agree that a kid can produce ten offspring in its first year if we count the mother's births, what is the exact case of their

dispute?
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The Gemara answers: There is a difference between them regarding the ruling of Ze'eiri, who said that a murky discharge
prevents pregnancy for thirty days. The first Tanna holds of the ruling of Ze'eiri, and therefore the second-generation goats,
having discharged on the first day of their seventh month, cannot conceive until the eighth month, making birth in the first year
impossible; and Rabbi Shimon does not hold of the ruling of Ze'eiri, so they can conceive immediately in the seventh month

and give birth in the twelfth month.
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And if you want, say instead: Everyone holds of the ruling of Ze'eiri, and here they disagree about whether an animal
gives birth after incomple te months of pregnancy. According to the first Tanna, an animal does not give birth after
incomplete months, so she must carry fora full five months; according to Rabbi Shimon, she gives birth even after

incomplete months, so she can give birth slightly early, within the first year.
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And if you want, say instead: Everyone agrees that an animal does not give birth after incomplete months, and here they
disagree about whether we say a part of the day is like the whole of it. According to the first Tanna, we do not saya
part of the day is like the whole of it, so the birth can only happen on the first day of the second year; according to Rabbi

Shimon, we do say a part of the day is like the whole of it, which allows the birth to occur on the last day of the first year.
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And if you want, say instead: Everyone agrees that we say a part of the day is like the whole of'it, and here they disagree

about whether an animal lacking the proper time —meaning a newborn kid under eight days old, which is unfit for the Mizbe'ach




—nevertheless enters the pen to be tithed. According to the first Tanna it does not enter, while Rabbi Shimon holds it does

enter.
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And indeed it was taught in a braisa: Rabbi Shimon ben Yehuda says in the name of Rabbi Shimon: An animal whose
time has not yet arrived to be fit for a korban, meaning it is within its first seven days of life, nevertheless enters the pen to be

tithed under the law of ma'aser behemah,

2979301 202 WATR 1R1 0INR AN L1107 R 299 4381 10 WiTR 1902 M — 91523 17 m
Sany anR®

and behold they are like a firstborn in this regard: Just as a firstborn is consecrated before its time, meaning it is holy
from the moment of birth even though it is not yet fit for the Mizbe'ach, and is sacrificed only after its time has arrived, so too,
an animal whose time has not yet arrived is consecrated before its time through the tithing process and is sacrificed after

its time.
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The Gemara asks: But rather than deriving the halacha of ma'aser froma firstborn, let us derive it from other sacrificial

animals, which cannot be consecrated before their time arrives?
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The Gemara answers: It is reasonable that froma firstborn he should have derived it, because they share four unique
characteristics, which are represented by the mnemonic: Redeemer, blemish, substitute, eating. Specifically, both firstborn and
ma'aser cannot be redeemed; a blemish does not prevent their initial sanctity; their substitute is not offered as a korban; and they are

eaten by their owners without redemption.
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The Gemara objects: On the contrary, from sacrificial animals he should have derived it, because they share these four
characteristics, represented by the mnemonic: Male, holy, gifts, plain. Specifically, both ma'aser and other kodashimare not
limited to males; they are sanctified by human action; they are not given as gifts to the Kohen; and they do not have the unique

status of being a firstborn.
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Rather, Rabbi Shimon learned this halacha through a gezerah shavah, a verbal analogy, of the word "passing” written by

firstborn and the word "passing"” written by ma'aser.
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The Gemara asks: What is the case of a murky discharge mentioned in our Mishnah that exempts the mother from future

firstborn status?
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Rava said: As the shepherds say in their common terminology: A murky discharge fromthe womb s a sign of a fetus that the

mother dissolved and suppressed in her womb.
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And Shmuel said: It refers to bubbles of blood.
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The Gemara adds: And one must show it to a Sage to determine if it is indeed a murky discharge.
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The Gemara asks: But as for a Sage, from where does he know how to identify such animal discharges?
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Rav Pappa said: The Mishnah means an expert shepherd who is highly knowledgeable in these matters.

STATEMENT
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Rav Chisda said: Behold, they said that the formation of the fetus in a woman takes forty days.
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Rav Chisda asks: In an animal, in how many days does the formation of a fetus take place?
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Rav Pappa said to Abaye: Is this not resolved by that which Ze'eiri said? For Ze'eiri said: There is no murky discharge
that occurs less than thirty days after conception, which implies that the fetus is formed by thirty days!

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: No, that was stated regarding receiving a male. That s, after discharging this fluid, the female animal

will not accept a male for thirty days, but it does not resolve the question of fetus formation.

QUESTION

The Gemara notes: We found in the Mishnah the halacha of one who purchases an animal from a non-Jew. But if one is

purchasing an animal froma Jew and it is unknown if it gave birth, what is the status of the next offspring?
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Rav said: Itis a definite firstborn, because if it were so that she had already given birth, the seller would have boasted to

him about this fact to make the animal more attractive, since the buyer would not have to give the next offspring to a Kohen.
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And Shmuel said: Itis a doubtful firstborn, because the seller might have thought that the buyer wants it for slaughter, and

therefore he did not bother to mention its birthing history.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: It is definitely non-sacred, meaning it is not a firstborn. What is the reason? If it were so that
she had not yet given birth, since there is a prohibition of eating a firstborn without a blemish, the seller would have

notified him so that the buyer would not violate the prohibition.
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The Gemara notes: It is taught in a braisa in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yochanan, who says the offspring is non-
sacred: Regarding the prohibition of slaughtering an animal and its offspring on the same day, if the seller did not notify him

that he sold the mother or offspring to be slaughtered today, the buyer may go and slaughter the animal and need not refrain.
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Shall we say this is a refutation of Ravand Shmuel, who do not rely on the seller's silence?
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The Gemara answers: No, there, regarding "it and its offspring,” the matter depends on the seller to notify him. But here,

regarding a firstborn, the matter depends on the buyer to ask, and since he did not ask, the seller's silence is not proof.
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MISHNAH: Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: A large animal that discharged a mass of congealed blood, behold this

mass must be buried, and the mother is exempt from the law of the firstborn in the future.

GEMARA

Rin3 K21 9323 K7 TgRDR APR X717 037 730 )

GEMARA: Rabbi Chiyya taught in a braisa: This mass of blood does not impart ritual impurity, neither through contact

nor through carrying, as it is not considered a carcass.
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The Gemara asks: And since it does not impart impurity, neither through contact nor through carrying, why must it be

buried?

SUMMARY

The Gemara resolves the dispute between the first Tanna and Rabbi Shimon by offering four distinct ways to understand their
machlokes: whether we paskin like Ze'eiri that a murky discharge prevents pregnancy for thirty days, whether an animal can
give birth in incomplete months, whether we apply the rule of "part of the day is like the whole of it,” or whether a newborn
under eight days old can be tithed. Rabbi Shimon's view that it can be tithed is derived via a gezerah shavah of "passing” from
a firstborn, which is also consecrated before its time. Finally, the Gemara defines a murky discharge as either a dissolved fetus
or bubbles of blood, noting that an expert shepherd must be consulted to identify it, and begins discussing the timeline for

fetus formation in animals.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara on our daf brings down a beautiful machlokes between the Tanna Kamma and Rabbi Shimon regarding a
newborn animal that is "mechusar zman", it is within its first seven days of life and not yet fit to be brought as a korban on the
Mizbe'ach. Rabbi Shimon is mechadesh that even though it is not yet ready to be offered, it still enters the pen to be tithed. It
is already kadosh, holy from birth, just like a bechor. We see a powerful yesod here: even when something is not yet ready for

its ultimate purpose, its inner holiness is already fully present.

Lichoira, we often look at ourselves or our children and think, "I amnot ready yet. I have so many things to fix, so many
areas where I amlacking, so how can ny avodah be precious to Hashem?” The yetzer hara tries to convince us that until we
reach a level of perfection, our learning and our mitzvos don't truly count. But the Torah is telling us otherwise. A Yid's
neshama is kadosh from the very beginning. Even if you are currently "mechusar zman", lacking the spiritual maturity or the

clarity you hope to achieve one day, your ratzon and your small steps right now are incredibly holy.

This is the avodah of a Yid. We don't wait for perfect conditions to start serving Hashem. We bring ourselves into the "pen,”
we dedicate what we have today, and we trust that the inner kedushah we carry will eventually bring us to our ultimate

completion.

Today, do not wait for the "perfect” time or the perfect frame of mind to do a mitzvah or learn Torah; take one small, holy

action ri now, exactly as you are.
t ght A tyasy
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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received
the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the
prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide
us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and
how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,
diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

£RON7 NATIM MIRD NP3R PY nbY Y

Mishna 1- The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly

DIPh BRI WA YWY mom row min bap mon

and the elders to the elders and Yehoshua  to Yehoshua  and transmitted it from Sinai  Torah received Moshe

TPY N BT AP N33 WD Mo DONUAN DONeal

three said They the Great  the Assembly to the Men of transmitted it and the prophets  to the prophets
TAY B0 WYY L7390 DTERD YPRYM 1T DoNn N3 00187
for the Torah a fence and make many disciples and establish  in judgment  deliberate Be things

This Mishnab establishesthe unbroken chain of Torab transmission from Sinai down to the Sages of the Great Assembly, who provided foundational

guidance for judges and teachers.

7 n 1 y n? 1 ya nn’b SJW =’1 ;7 U Mishna 2- The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands
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on say would  he the Great the Assembly from the remnantsof  was  the Righteous ~ Shimon
navony By 7Y BYY MR DY LTRiy o%iyn oot ity
acts of and on the Temple service and on the Torah  on stands the world things three
:0779n
kindness

Shimon the Righteous teachesthat the existence of the world depends upon Torah study, the Temple service, and acts of lovingkindness.




ﬂ"?_: g’ N-rl ~h| H; UB?: EW :j n -_f 12 y Mishna 3 - Serving Hashem Out of Love and the Fear of Heaven
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be do not say would  he the Righteous from Shimon received Socho a man of Antigonus
D°72¥D M7 NPN ,012 2229 NI Py 217 NN PURYRI 0072y
like servants  be but  areward toreceive condition on the master — who serve like servants
DRy NI Y 02 PaR? N Py NPYW 277 NN puwnwng
Heaven the fearof andletbe areward toreceive condition on not the master — who serve
:02°7Y
upon you

Antigonusof Socho teaches that one should serve Hashem without the expectation of receiving a reward, while maintaining a constant fear of Heaven.

D’?ﬁ.:) U 792 :1 1-111 n U N? ; i? Mishna 4 - The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages
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Yose fromthem received Yerushalayim manof Yochanan ben and Yose Zeredah manof Yoezer ben Yose

AN LDRINY YL M3 AR MM ATIE UK MY 13

and be  for the Sages meeting a house of your house let be says Zeredah man of Yoezer ben
;DT NN NRE2 iYW 1M LD TEY2 paNnn
their words —  with thirst  drinking and be their feet in the dust of attaching yourself

Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan transmit the tradition, advising one to make their home a gathering place for Sages.

.'ItTZ? NEI oy n U ’w VAYRY 29 IND QQD ] Mishna 5 - Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women
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and let be wide open  your house letbe says Yerushalayim  a man of Yochanan sonof Yose

JTRN IMYRD LTERT OY AR M0 XY LA i3 oy

they said  with his wife the woman with conversation increase and donot yourhousehold membersof poor people

T3V DIRY MY 0D ,DMIN MY XM N30 nwK2 M Op

increases thata man the time all the Sages said fromhere his fellow with the wife of and heavy a light
120,70 272N ’7'@1:1 ,1?335_7’_7 oy OMA LAwNT Qy anow
and his end Torah from words of and desists  to himself evil  he causes the woman with conversation

D3P WY
Gehinnom he inherits

Yose ben Yochanan teaches the importance of keeping a home open to the poor and warns against excessive conversation with women, which distracts from

Torah study.




| : Cl q’? n:P’ :-l :]17 I'I'CZ? s_’ Mishna 6 - Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably
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says Perachyah sonof Yehoshua fromthem received the Arbelite and Nittai Perachyah son of Yehoshua
DING P2 NN 7T MM A AP Mm@y .Y AP vy
man every — judging andbe a companion foryourself andacquire a teacher foryourself make
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merit  to the scale of

This Mishnab teaches the importance of spiritual mentorship, friendship, and giving others the benefit of the doubt.

s’tpj}:ﬂ 57"1 1 3T§7 7: i'li??:l -1 U Mishna 7 - Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked
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with the wicked ~ associate  and donot whoisevil froma neighbor distance yourself says the Arbelite Nittai
:N11YIBT T WXINN PNy
retribution of despair and do not

Nittai the Arbelite warns against associating with bad influences and reminds us that divine justice isinevitable.

1’1 t‘ 9? y; ﬂy 121 t‘ .ﬂ;:lltl Mishna 8- The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants
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says Tabbai sonof Yehudah fromthem received Shetach sonof and Shimon Tabbai sonof Yehudah

DRIy P07 CP¥a PIWY PIT O CDTMYD ARy wyn BN

standing  judgment the mastersof and whenare the judges like the arrangersof yourself  make  donot

PT TSR DMPRIYN LDYYND TRYR YT T

they should be  from before you and when they are like wicked ones in youreyes they should be  before you

dismissed
TN DRY 1PARYD NI Ry
the judgment —  upon themselves when they accepted like innocent ones in your eyes

Yebudah ben Tabbai teaches that a judge must remain completely impartial, avoiding advocacy and viewing both parties equally during and after the

trial.
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Mishna 9- Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges
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careful and be the witnesses —  toinvestigate much be says Shetach son of  Shimon
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to lie they will learn  from within them lest with your words




Shimon ben Shetach warns judges to cross-examine witnesses thoroughly and to speak carefully so as not to inadvertently teach them howto fabricate

testimony.

m :;ﬁ—tl n B’J!ZH ﬂ; N? 73 tl n ; EI?S Mishna 10- Loving Work and Shunning Lovdship and G ent Intimacy
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— and hate work — love says Shemaiah  fromthem received and Abtalion Shemaiah
Y7 YTIOR PN PR
to the ruling authority make yourself known and donot lordship

Shemaiah and Abtalion teach the importance of honest labor, avoiding positionsof power, and keeping a safe distance from the ruling authorities.

DWR 177 %380 D7M1272 M DRIn? MmN

Mishna 11- A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name
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exile  the obligation of you will obligate lest with your words  be careful Sages says Avtalyon
DDSINN DON2T DOTURPAN AWM ,DOYNT oon Dipnd 122
after you who come the disciples and they will drink the evil waters toa place of and you will be exiled
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is profaned Heaven the Name of and it will be found and they will die

Avtalyon warns Torah scholars to speak with extreme precision so that heretical disciples do not misinterpret their words and stray after false doctrines.

Mishna 12 The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah
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loving Aharon of  fromthe disciples  be says Hillel fromthem received and Shammai Hillel
1IN 129PmY nivv2n NN 20N L,EiPY AT oibY
to the Torah and drawing them the creations — loving peace and pursuing  peace
close

Hillel teaches that one should emulate Abaron the Koben Gadol by actively pursuing peace and bringing people closer to the Torah through love.

i'l'ﬂj.'n ’? | D::1 ﬂlg.}: lpEkeloh Mishna 13- The Danger of Secking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study
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ceases add and one who does not  hisname destroys his name one who makes great say used to  He
NP0 LNAND URAUNTY .20 NPUR AR NPT
passesaway of the crown and one who makesuse deserves — death learn and one who does not

This Mishnah warns against using Torah knowledge for self-aggrandizement and emphasizes the necessity of continnous study.




" -f N’? ]? 19n 3 s_’: 17 57 D’? ﬂ;ﬂ m tl Mishna 14 - The Obligation of Personal Responsibility and Avoiding Procrastination
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amI  what fornyselfalone And whenIam isforme who formyself I not If say used to  He
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when now not Andif

Hillel teaches that a person must take personal responsibility for their own spiritual growth and act without delay.
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Mishna 15 - Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly

NN 23pR "I L7200 7YY vy My .Yap An7in ARy aniN N

—  receiving and be much and do little say fixed  your Torah  make says Shammai
J1° D°lB 1202 DINT B
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face expression of witha cheerful  person  every

Shammai teachesthe importance of establishing a fixed schedule for Torah study, prioritizing actions over words, and greeting every person with a

pleasant and welcoming countenance.

175 Q t‘ T 73 I-IE U ﬂ tﬁ :1_ qb HW §7 Mishna 16 - Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Donbt and Estimations in Tithing

XY ,pROT R Phoom 31 A7 Ay miN My xvbma 131

and donot  doubt from and remove yourself a teacher foryourself make say would Gamliel Rabban
:NITER Y% maan
by estimation  to tithe increase

Rabban Gamliel teachesthe importance of establishing a halachic authority to resolve donbts and avoiding guesswork when performing mitzvos like

tithing.

"112"]‘[1 ’JD 17}_7 E'IWS_H_J [H n'li?’ﬂWij n?y?_: Mishna 17 - The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Wordss
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better for the body did I find and not the Sages among Igrewup nydays all says hisson  Shimon
M2TRT 0 P1 LyRI NDN IRYT NI WD N9 RpenY NDN
who increases and anyone the action but  the main thing is the study  and not silence than
DI N°2n 07737

sin brings words

Shimon the son of Rabban Gamliel teachesthat silence isthe best path for the body, and that practical action is superior to mere study and excessive

speech.




Mishna 18 - Justice Truth and Peace Upon Which the World Stands
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justice  on stands the world things three on says Gamliel ben  Shimon  Rabban
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judge peace  and judgmentof truth 8 Zechariah asitissaid peace and on truth and on
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in your gates

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel teaches that the preservation of human society depends upon the three pillars of justice, truth, and peace.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,
followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the
teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua
ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon
ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one’s words. Finally,
Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,
leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a
chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached
us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; itis a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just
reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on
Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.’

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance." How often
do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.
When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If T am not for nyself, who is for me? But if T am for my own self, whatam
I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a
genuine, warmsmile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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