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(LECH-LECHA - 2ND ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we follow Avramand Sarai as they descend into Mitzrayim due to the heavy famine in Eretz Yisrael. Avram,
anticipating the moral depravity of the Mitzrim, asks Sarai to present herself as his sister to protect his life. Upon their arrival,
the Mitzrimindeed notice Sarai's exceptional beauty, and she is quickly taken to the palace of Pharaoh, while Avramis

showered with wealth and livestock on her account.

However, Hashem does not abandon Sarai in her distress. The aliyah describes how Hashemintervenes directly, striking
Pharaoh and his household with severe plagues. This divine retribution forces Pharaoh to realize the truth, leading to a sharp
confrontation with Avramand their eventual departure from Mitzrayim, laden with great wealth, as they journey back toward
the place of the altar in Bethel.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY




The aliyah traces the dramatic sequence of Avram's descent to Mitzrayim, where Sarai is taken to Pharaoh's palace, prompting
Hashem to strike Pharaoh with powerful plagues. Recognizing the divine hand protecting Sarai, Pharaoh confronts Avram
for concealing that she was his wife, quickly sends themaway with all their newly acquired wealth, and Avramreturns to the

place of his original altar between Bethel and Ai to call upon the name of Hashem.

.'ItZN?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is telling us that when Avram Avinu returned from the darkness of Egypt, he did not get carried away by his
newfound wealth. The pasuk says he went back to the very same places he had been before, "to the place where his tent had
been formerly... to the site of the altar that he had built there at first.” Lichoira, now that he was "very rich in cattle, silver,
and gold," he could have upgraded his lifestyle or looked for a more prestigious place to settle. But the Tanna is teaching us
that Avram's first priority was to return to his spiritual roots, to the place where he first built his mizbeach and called out in the

name of Hashem.

This is a tremendous yesod for our own avodas Hashem. Sometimes we go through a period of change, whetheritisa
financial success, a new job, or just a busy season in life that temporarily pulls us away fromour regular learning and
davening. The yetzer hara tries to convince us that we have outgrown our old, simple spiritual routines. But the true ratzon of
Hashemis that we must return to our "altar at first", to the basic, solid spiritual foundations that kept us connected in the first

place.

When Hashem blesses you with success or brings you out of a challenging situation, do not let the new circumstances distract
you fromyour core spiritual habits. Make it your business today to return to a simple, foundational spiritual practice that you
used to do with excitement, whether it is a specific shiur, a set time for learning, or davening with the same simple kavanah

you had years ago.
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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We begin the daf with a fascinating discussion regarding the kabbalah (acceptance) of a chaver. The Gemara brings a braisa
where the Tannaimargue about an amha'aretz who accepted the strict stringencies of a chaver but then backslid and
retracted. Rabbi Meir holds we can never accept himback, while Rabbi Yehuda and the Sages offer more lenient views
depending on whether he retracted in public or private. We also learn about the status of a chaver who became a tax
collector, and the Gemara brings a beautiful ma'aseh with Rav Huna bar Chiyya and the Sages of his generation regarding

this very halacha.

Next, the Gemara transitions to the halachos of inspecting blemishes. The braisa teaches that a person is trusted to inspect all
firstborns except for his own, due to the concern of personal interest. However, he is trusted to inspect his own consecrated
animals, his own animal tithes, and his own pure foods. The Gemara analyzes the exact case of this braisa, clarifying whether
we are dealing with a single expert or a Beis Din of three, and explains the underlying sevara for why he is trusted in the other
cases. We then begin a new Mishnah discussing how disqualified consecrated animals are sold and weighed after redemption.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Rabbis taught in a braisa: And with regard to all of them, amei ha'aretz who accepted the stringencies of a chaverand then

backslid, who retracted from their acceptance, we never accept them back as chaverim; this is the statement of Rabbi Meir.
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Rabbi Yehuda says: If they retracted in private, while in public they still pretend to act like chaverim, we do not accept
them, because they are acting deceitfully; but if they retracted in public, showing openly that they left the path, and now they

want to return, we accept them, because they can be trusted.
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There are those who say a different version of Rabbi Yehuda's ruling: If they performed their actions as chaverimin private
as well, showing they were sincere from the start, then when they want to return we accept them; but if they only acted as

chaverimin public, then we do notaccept them.

BRAISA
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Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha say: Both in this case and in that case, under all circumstances, we accept

them back, because it is stated in the pasuk: "Re turn, backsliding children, I will heal your backslidings."
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Rabbi Yitzchak of the village of Akko said that Rabbi Yochanan said: The halacha is like that pair, Rabbi Shimon and
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha, that we always accept themback.
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The Rabbis taught in a braisa: At first, they would say: Ifa chaver became a tax collector, we reject him from his status

of being a chaver; and even if he resigned frombeing a tax collector, we do not accept him back.
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Later, they went back to say: If he resigned, behold he is like any other person and we can accept himback.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Rav Huna bar Chiyya needed the hour, meaning the Sages needed himfor a certain matter. Rabba and

Rav Yosef and four hundred pairs of Rabbis went to his house to visit him
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When he heard that they were coming, he tied for them four hundred chairs to sit on.

STATEMENT
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In the end, they heard that he had become a tax collector. They sent to him: Go to your importance as a tax collector, go

to your former status, as we do not need you anymore.

STATEMENT
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He sent to them: I have repented and resigned. Rav Yosef did not go to him, but Rabba went.
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Rav Yosef'said to explain his view: We learned in the first version of the braisa, if he resigned, we do not acce pt him back.
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But Rabba said: We learned in the later version of the braisa, they went back to say: If he resigned, behold he is like any

other person and we accept him.
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The Rabbis taught in a braisa: A person may inspect all firstborns to rule on their blemishes, except for his own firstborns,
because he has a personal interest; but he may inspect his own consecrated animals to see if they have a blemish to redeem

them, and his own animal tithes, and he may ask himself and rule on his own pure foods.
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The Master said above: A person may inspect all firstborns except for his own. The Gemara asks: With what are we

dealing here?
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If we say we are dealing with a single expert, is he trusted by himself to permit a firstborn? The Mishnah says we need three

people!
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Rather, we must be dealing with three judges, and he is one of them. But if so, is he suspected of bias when he is sitting with

two others?
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: If a girl refused her husband or performed chalitzah in front of him as a judge, he may

marry her, because he is only one member of a Beis Din, so there is no suspicion of bias!
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The Gemara answers: Actually, we are dealing with a single judge, and like Rav Chisda said that Rabbi Yochanan said in
another context: We are dealing with a single expert who is trusted alone; here too, we are dealing with a single expert. He is

trusted for others, but not for his own.
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The Gemara explains the next clauses: And he may inspect his own consecrated animals, because we do not suspect him of

inventing a blemish, since if he wants, he can ask a Chacham to annul them entirely, so he has no motive to lie.
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And he may inspect his own animal tithes, because if he wants, he could have cast a blemish on his entire herd before

tithing them, which would make themall exempt from being offered on the Mizbeach.
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And he may ask himself on his own pure foods, because even if they are tamei, behold they are fit for him to eat during

the days of his tumah, so he is not desperate to lie.
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May we return to you, "Until how much is an Yisrael obligated.”

ﬁ;tzm MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: With regard to all disqualified consecrated animals that were redeemed, their benefit goes to the Hekdesh
treasury. Therefore, to get the highest price, they are sold in the butcher’s market, and they are slaughtered in the

butcher's market, and they are weighed by the litra like regular meat,
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except for the firstborn and the animal tithe, whose benefit goes to the owners (the Kohen or the owner), so we do not

degrade themby selling themin the public market.
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For disqualified consecrated animals, their benefit goes to Hekdesh. But we may weigh a portion against a portion in

the case of a blemished firstborn to be precise, but not with official weights.
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GEMARA

GEMARA

GEMARA:
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Our Mishnah taught that with regard to all disqualified consecrated animals that were redeemed, their benefit from the sale

belongs to the Temple treasury.

QUESTION

The Gemara asks: When does this apply?
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If we say that it is referring to the profit made after its redemption, does their benefit really go to the Temple treasury?
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Surely their benefit belongs to the owner who redeemed them!

4399729307 KON

Rather, you must say it refers to the sale before its redemption, where the money paid goes to the Temple treasury.
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But if so, how can the Mishnah say they are slaughtered and then evaluated?
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But redeeming a consecrated animal requires standing and valuation while it is still alive!
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The Gemara notes: This works out well according to the one who says that altar-consecrated animals that became

blemished were not included in the requirement of standing and valuation, so they can indeed be slaughtered before




redemption.
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But according to the one who says they were included in the requirement of standing and valuation, what is there to say

to explain our Mishnah?

1118 0N DRIy KPN

Rather, we must say that the Mishnah is actually talking about a case after redemption,
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and what is the meaning of "their benefit belongs to the Temple treasury”? It refers to the initial redemption payment.
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Because since the Master permits them to be sold in the butchers’ market, and slaughtered in the butchers’ market,
and weighed by the litra, the owner is willing to pay more and redeem it for a higher price initially, which directly benefits the

Temple treasury.

STATEMENT
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The Mishnah stated: Except for the firstborn and the tithe, whose benefit belongs to the owner, and therefore they may

only be sold in the owner’s house.
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The Gemara asks: Granted, regarding a firstborn, it is only in the butchers' market that it may not be sold, but in his

house it may be sold.
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But regarding the animal tithe, may it be sold in his house?
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But isn't it taught in a braisa: Regarding a firstborn it is said, "You shall not redeem,” but it may be sold alive; whereas

regarding the animal tithe it is said, "It shall not be redeemed," and it may not be sold at all, neither alive nor




slaughtered, neither unblemished nor blemished! This contradicts our Mishnah which implies a blemished tithe animal can be

sold in the house.
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The Gemara relates: This matter was difficult for Rav Sheshet in the evening, and he resolved it in the morning froma

braisa:
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We are dealing here with the animal tithe of orphans, and because of the mitzvah of returning a lost object to save them

from financial loss, the Sages touched upon it and permitted them to sell it.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Rav Idi, the attendant of Rav Sheshet, heard this teretz from him. He went and said it in the study

hall, but did not say it in his master's name.

STATEMENT
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Rav Sheshet heard about this and was annoyed. He said: The one who stung me, let a scorpion sting him!
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The Gemara asks: And as for Rav Sheshet, what difference does it make to him whether his name was mentioned?
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Itis as Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: What is the meaning of that which is written, "I will dwell in Your tent

forever [olamim]"?
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Is it possible fora person to dwell in two worlds simultaneously?
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Rather, David said before Hashem: Master of the Universe, let them say a matter of halakha in my name in this world

after ny passing.
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As Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai: Any Torah scholar in whose name a matter of

halakha is said in this world, his lips move in the grave as if he is speaking.
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And Rabbi Yitzchak bar Ze'eiri said: What is the verse for this? "And the roof of your mouth is like the best wine, that

glides down smoothly for my beloved, moving gently the lips of those who are asleep.”
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This is like a heap of grapes: just as with a heap of grapes, once a person touches it, it drips wine, so too with Torah

scholars, once a person says a matter of halakha in their name, their lips move in the grave.
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The Gemara asks: What is the braisa that Rav Sheshet relied on?
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As it is taught in a braisa: The animal tithe of orphans, we may sell it. And an animal tithe that was slaughtered, whose

meat may not be sold, one may include the cost of the meat in its hide, its fat, its sinew, and its horns when selling those parts.
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The Gemara asks: What is the braisa saying? The two clauses seem to contradict.
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Abaye said: This is what it is saying: The animal tithe of orphans, we may sell it only by including its price in other items.
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The Gemara asks: Does this imply that for an adult, even by including the price, no, he may not sell it?

OBJECTION
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How is this different from that which is taught in a braisa: One who buys a lulav from his fellow in the She mittah year,
the seller gives himan esrog as a gift, because he is not permitted to purchase it in the Shemittah year since Shemittah

produce cannot be sold.
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And we discussed this: If the seller does not want to give it to him as a gift, what is the halacha?

129072 21908 *1T I7 Y7230 X2 27 TN

And Rav Huna said: He includes the price of the esrog in the lulav! This shows that inclusion is permitted for anyone, not

just orphans.
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The Gemara answers: There, with the lulav, the matter is not obvious that he is paying for the esrog, but here, with the meat,

the matter is obvious and looks like a direct sale.
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Raba said: If so, why do I need the words "animal tithe” twice in the braisa?
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Rather, Raba said: This is what it is saying: The animal tithe of orphans, we may sell it in the normal way. And the
animal tithe of an adult that was slaughtered, he may not sell the meat normally, but he may include it in its hide, its fat, its

sinew, and its horns.
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Raba said: From where do Isay this distinction that the prohibition of selling a tithe animal only applies while it is alive?
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As it is written: "Then it and its substitute shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.”

INFERENCE
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When does it make a substitute? While alive. When is it not redeemed? While alive. This implies that after

slaughtering, it can be redeemed and sold.
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And it is the Rabbis who decreed a prohibition after slaughtering, on account of the prohibition before slaughtering.
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Therefore, for some thing that is valued while alive, the Rabbis decreed a prohibition after slaughtering on account of

before slaughtering.

S UMMARY

In summary, the daf establishes that according to the halacha, we follow Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha that
a backslidden chaver who repents is always accepted back. We also pasken that a tax collector who resigns is accepted back,
which Rabba acted upon practically in the case of Rav Huna bar Chiyya. Regarding blemishes, the Gemara clarifies that a
single expert is trusted to rule on others' firstborns but not his own; however, he may rule on his own consecrated animals,
tithes, and pure foods because he has no motive to lie. Finally, the new Mishnah teaches that redeemed consecrated animals
are sold in the public market to maximize the profit for the Temple treasury, whereas a blemished firstborn and animal tithe are

not sold in this degrading manner because their benefit goes to the owners rather than Hekdesh.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara brings down a beautiful and powerful yesod about the power of teshuvah. We learn in the braisa thatif an am
ha'aretz accepted the stringencies of a chaver and then backslid, Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha say that we
always accept himback, because the pasuk says, "Return, backsliding children, I will heal your backslidings." The Gemara
rules that the halacha is like this pair. Even when someone fell so low that he became a tax collector, which in those days

meant he was completely untrusted, once he says "I have repented,” we accept himback.

Lichoira, we have to ask ourselves: how can we trust someone who has already proven he can slip away? The answer is that
Hashem's mercy is not based on a cold calculation of probability. When a Yid sincerely says "I want to come back,” Hashem
opens the door wide, and we must do the same. There is no such thing as a Yid who is too far gone, and there is no past

failure that can block the path of teshuvah.

This is a tremendous chizuk for our own avodas Hashem. Sometimes the yetzer hara whispers to a person, "Look how many
times you tried to improve in your davening or your learning, and you fell back. Who are you fooling?" The sugya is telling

us: "Return, backsliding children!" Hashem wants you back right now, regardless of yesterday's slip-ups.

Today, when you feel a small pull to do teshuvah or to improve in a certain mitzvah, don'tlet past failures hold you back.
Take one small, concrete step forward right now, with the absolute emunah that Hashemis waiting to accept you back with

open arms.
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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