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LECH-LECHA - 6TH ALIYAH

[l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, we learn about the momentous Bris Bein HaBesarim, the Covenant Between the Parts, where Hashem promises
the land of Canaan to Avram's descendants. Avramis shown the future of his children, including the dark decree of the

Egyptian exile and the ultimate redemption with great wealth.

We then see Sarai, who has not yet been zocheh to children, giving her maidservant Hagar to Avramso they can build a
family. This leads to tension, Hagar's flight into the wilderness, her encounter with the malachim, and the birth of Yishmael.
Finally, Hashemappears to Avramat ninety-nine years old, changing his name to Avrahamand preparing him for the mitzvah

of Bris Milah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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— toyou togive ofthe Chaldeans fromUr broughtyouout Who Hashem Iam tohim And He said
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to inherit it this the land
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I will inheritit that willI know withwhat Hashem my Lord And he said
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three-fold andaram  three-fold  and a she-goat  three-fold a heifer forMe  take tohim And He said
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and a young bird and a turtledove
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and the bullof ~ Atonement  the Dayof thebullof  bulls tothree a hint heifers three threefold A heifer
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whose neck is broken and the heifer the congregation  of  matter the hidden
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the Festival ~ of  additional offerings and the goatsof  inside  thatisoffered tothe goat ahint threefold Anda goat
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anindividual the sin-offeringof and the goat of
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the sin-offeringof ~ of  andthe ewe suspense and the guilt-offeringof certainty the guilt-offeringof  threefold ~ Andaram
T

an individual
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Rabbah  Bereishis ~ pigeon andayoung aturtle-dove andayoung-pigeon anda turtle-dove
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his piece  each and he placed in the middle them andhesplit these allof — forhim And he took
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he split  not  the bird and — its counterpart opposite
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its literal meaning the handsof leaves  theverse andnot  portions intotwo one each hedivided them  Andhe split
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theland —  tohischildren togiveinheritance his promise ~ tokeep  withhim acovenant making thathewas because
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makersof andthe wayof andsoon  saying acovenant Avram —  Hashem made that onday asitiswritten
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between whopassed furtheron whichissaid likethat itsparts between andtopass ananimal istodivide acovenant
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between passed which  fire andatorchof smoke afurnaceof here  so 34  Yirmeyahu thecalf the partsof
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fire  whichis the Shechinah  of  wasthe messenger it the pieces
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asitis said and goats and rams tobulls  are compared that the nations Because didhesplit not  thebird And —
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the horns  possessorof yousaw which Theram anditsays 22 Tehillim etc  many bulls  encompassed me

PRIWSY , QW 11 %R wyln wDEm MINY L, ‘M ODNSIT oDy TR UO%R

and Israel there Yavan isthekingof thehairy andthehe-goat anditsays 8 Daniel ~ and Paras Madai are the kings of
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he split  Therefore 2 haShirim Shir  therock inthecleftsof mydove asitissaid doves toyoung arecompared
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a hint did hesplit not  thebird and — and going perishing the nations that they willbe ahint  the animals
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forever existing Israel that they will be
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Avram them and blew away the carcasses upon the bird of prey And descended
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like food upon toswoop thecarcasses after andpants swoops thatit accountof on abird itis The bird of prey
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15 ) Shmuel the spoil  upon and you pounced
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totranslate they were accustomed  since but paglayya we translate  the carcasses  the pieces  upon  the carcasses Upon

MM NNPEY K2R nap of? aPon NvaPR 3T "2 wOR”

and they translated  topalgayya  paglayya theword forthem wasswitched palgayya andhegave his piece each
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tocarcasses pieces tocompare that there isnot because errs so whotranslates andanyone palgayya  the carcasses
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abhorred like pigul  anexpressionof  paglayya itstranslationis andcarcasses palgayya itstranslationis  for pieces
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carcass relatedto 7  Vayikra  itis
"

™]T, 1Mp TR imn Ay ind Lamiem vy Tiwh 2w

a hint 147  Tehillim His wind He causestoblow like  and makingfly ~blowing anexpressionof And he scared away
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that will come until  Heaven  from  him allow but they donot todestroy them Yishai sonof Dovid that will come
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the Messiah ~ King
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of darkness adread andbehold Avram  upon fell and a deepsleep abouttoset  the sun  And it was
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upon him  falling great
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exiles of anddarkness totroubles ahint etc. adread andbehold
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theirs:  not inaland youroffspring willbe astranger that youshallknow knowing toAvram  And He said
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years hundred four them  and they will oppress  and they will enslave
them
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hundred  four  from Mitzrayim Yisrael that wentout until Yitzchak from whenwasborn yourseed shallbe astranger for
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toMitzrayim whenhe wentdown and Yaakov ~ Yaakov ~whenwasborn  years sixty wasasonof Yitzchak  howso years
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and in Mitzrayim one hundred and ninety behold  years andahundred thirty my sojournings the yearsof the daysof  said
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inMitzrayim youwillsay andif years hundred four  behold Redu like the numberof andten twohundred theywere
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of hisyears andcalculate goout was  Mitzrayim from those goingdownto Kehas behold hundred four  they were
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you not from Mitzrayim  Yisrael when wentout thathe was Moshe — of andeighty ~ Amram andof Kehas
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Kehas thatlived theyears all fromthem tosubtract need  andyou and fifty hundred  three but find
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Moshe thebirthof after Amram andthatlived Amram thebirthof after
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Yitzchak and from when was born theirs  not butrather Mitzrayim inthelandof wasitsaid not  theirs not Inaland
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twenty-six there this intheland sojourn and regarding Yitzchak twenty-one Bereishis etcetera  Avraham  and sojourned
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forty-seven Bereishis we have come intheland tosojourn one hundred five Tehillim Cham intheland of sojourned and Yaakov
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with wealth they shallgoout that andafter  willl  judge they shallserve whom the nation —  Andalso
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— theyenslaved because will perish they thateven monarchies four toindude andalso thenation —  Andalso
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Yisrael
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plagues  with ten willl  judge

"2
: 2™ MRw DUER NN PRI TWNIY SmD P73 Tinna PwTa wona
12 Shemos Mitzrayim —  andtheydespoiled thatitissaid as great  withwealth  great  With substance
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good atanold age youshall be buried  inpeace  yourancestors to shallgo  And you
)
PR DD NN KDY .N12N NN
these all  behold andnot shall come Andyou
i)

A ?POR N Wan Xam o1y TR AN CPPMIEN BN

itteachesyou  tohim  thathewillgo announcestohim andHe idolatry wasaworshiperof hisfather yourfathers Unto
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repentance Terach thathe did
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and not in hisdays repentance Yishmael that he would make He announced tohim  good inanoldage Youshall be buried
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day andonthat histime before years five hedied andtherefore inhisdays evil toaculture Esav wouldgoout
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Esav  rebelled
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now  until the Amorite the iniquity of iscomplete not for here theyshallreturn  fourth  And a generation
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and the fourth generations three there theywillbe toMitzrayim thattheyexile  after fourth  Anda generation
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this acovenant and He made withhim speaking Hewas Kenaan thatinthelandof because this totheland they will return
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go toMitzrayim wentdown Yaakov itwas andso toinheritit this theland — toyou togive asitiswritten
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was  theland of those whoentered Chezron sonof andKalev and Chezron Perez ~ Yehudah hisgenerations and count
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fornot  time that  until fromhisland sentaway tobe the Emori  the iniquity of iscomplete not for
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when sending heraway in full measure asitissaid itsmeasure thatisfilled wuntil fromanation exacts punishment the Holy One
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twentyseven Yeshayahu You contend with her
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which  fire  anda torchof smoke a furnace of and behold there was and darkness  set the sun  And it was
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these the pieces between passed
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they anditwas forty-two  Bereishis theirsacks were emptying they anditwas like  setting thesun  Andit was
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this thing anditwas meaningtosay thirteen two Melachim aman were burying
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itset came the sun
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theday grewdark therewas And thick darkness
)

033 NiPDpRd AR i mn W wy tun mm

intoGehinom  the kingdoms  that they will fall tohim Hehinted etc. smoke afurnaceof Andbehold
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onthe Aleph  below  itsaccent was andif already thatitcame isexplained it  therefore is above itsaccent  came
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anditwas itiswritten already forbehold so tosay anditisimpossible  issetting as it explained it would be
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ithadset thatalready it turns out was this after  smoke the furnace of and the passingof wassetting  the sun
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arose came like letters two  whoserootis feminine of the language of word inevery isthe difference and this
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arose  came and Rachel andsuchas this suchas it past tense itis the language of  isabove when the accent returned
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athing presenttense isthe language of it isbelow and when the accent yoursister-in-law  has returned behold  my sheaf
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and in the morning would come  she intheevening thesheep with iscoming like andcontinuing now  thatisbeingdone
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would return  she
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— Thave given toyouroffspring  saying acovenant Ayram — Hashem made that On the day
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Peras  the river of the great the river until Mitzrayim from the river of this the land
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is done it isasif the Holy One blessed be of  Thesayingof Ihavegiven Toyourseed
He
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thatit eventhough  great  Scripturecallsit  Yisrael  tothelandof isattached thatit because thegreat The river
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Aproverbof  Peras itis  thefourth andtheriver asitissaid fromEden thatgoout rivers of the four s the last
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Rabbah  Bereishis  toyou andtheywillbow toaruler attachyourself isaking aking Aservantof acommoner
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the Kadmonite and — the Kenizzite and — the Kenite ——
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Edom  andthe three nations  seven but  tothem didHegive andnot here thereare nations ten  the Kenite —
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for the future aninheritance tobe are destined and Kadmonite Kenizzite Kenite andthey and Ammon and Moav
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their subjects Ammon and the childrenof theirhand the putting forthof and Moav  Edom  asitissaid Rabbah  Bereishis
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11 Yeshayahu
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the Rephaim  and — the Perizzites and — the Hittites and —
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three Devarim  Rephaim thelandof is called that  aboutit asitissaid Og thelandof the Rephaim And—
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the Yevusi and — the Girgashi and — the Kenaani and —  the Emori and —
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Hagar and hername  Egyptian  a maidservant and she had tohim had borne not Avram  wife of And Sarai
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itisbetter hesaid forSarah thatwere done miracles whenhesaw shewas Pharaoh the daughterof Egyptian A handmaid
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another inahouse amistress andnot thisone inthehouseof ahandmaid mydaughter thatshe should be

Pasuk 17

% K] K3 NTPR M CSY K3 T 093N PR M mam

to  please come frombearing Hashem hasrestrained me now Behold — Avram to Sarai  And she said
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Sarai  tothe voice of Avram  And he listened fromher I will be builtup perhaps ny maidservant
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demolished butrather built thatheisnot children tohim whohasnot one about thisteaches fromher Iwillbebuilt perhaps
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my house into  myrival wife thatIbringin through the merit throughher Ishall be builded
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Rabbah  Bereishis ~ thatwasinher theholiness tothespiritof  Sarai  Tothe voice of
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years ten atthe end of her maidservant  the Egyptian Hagar — Avram wife of  Sarai And she took
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fora wife  tohim her husband  to Avram her  andshe gave Kenaan inthe land of Avram  of the dwelling of
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Bereishis  likethis  holy  toabody tocling thatyoumerited happyareyou withwords shetookher Sarai  And she took
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Rabbah
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has she borne andnot  years ten  whohasstayed forawoman appointed theperiod  years ten  Attheendof
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another  tomarry heisobligated toher husband
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Yevamos thecount from forhim  rises  theLand outside thedwellingof thatnot thisteaches etc. Avram  after dwelling
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tothe Land of thathe comes until great  intoanation andIwillmakeyou tohim wassaid thatnot because 64
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Yisrael
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her mistress and was lessened she had conceived that and she saw and she conceived Hagar to  And he came
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in her eyes
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Rabbah Bereishis the first from union and she conceived Hagar  to  Andhe came
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herself  she shows like her publicself her private self isnot this Sarai  shesaid inhereyes hermistress And was slighted
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these theyears  all  pregnancy didshe merit since not arighteous woman butsheisnot isarighteous woman  she asif
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Rabbah Bereishis the first from cohabitation became pregnant andI

Pasuk 20

AN CANRY CANI SN TPY C0RM DA PN M1 TRRm

into your bosom my maidservant  gave 1 isupon you My wrong  Avram to Sarai  And she said
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and between you between me Hashem mayjudge inhereyes andIbecame light she conceived that and she saw
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tothe HolyOne  whenyou prayed  the punishment cast I uponyou tome thatisdone thewrong isuponyou My wrong
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foryou anditwas foryourself except didyoupray not  childless go seeing thatl tome will Yougive what
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fromme deprive  you  yourwords andfurthermore withyou remembered 1 and Iwould be bothofus for topray
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Rabbah Bereishis and remainsilent my disgrace hear since you
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and this isdefective thatisin Scripture betweenyou every andbetweenyou betweenme etc myhandmaid have given I
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herfetus andshe miscarried Hagar  of  onherpregnancy evil aneye  forshecast  andyourchildren init read  isfull
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toher announces andhe sheconceived already butisitnot will conceive beholdyou toHagar — says  whattheangel thisis
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the first pregnancy thatshe miscarried it teaches rather thatshe will conceive

N3 pIoE




Pasuk 21

TPYR oD M7 WYy TR INDY MmUY DN DN TN

in youreyes the good toher  do isin your hand your maidservant behold  Sarai to Avram And said
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fromher presence and she fled  Sarai  and afflicted her
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Rabbah Bereishis with hardship her  subjugating  she was her  And Sarai afflicted
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Shur  on the road to the spring by in the wilderness the water aspringof by Hashem anangelof And found her
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And she said are you going and where did you come fromthis where Sarai maidservantof Hagar And he said
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amfleeing I my mistress  Sarai  from before
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withher toenter anopening toher togive but  hewas knowing didyoucome fromwhere didyoucome from where
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am coming 1 from this aboutit thatyouwillsay theplace whereis fromthis whereis and the expression —intowords
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herhands under and submit yourself your mistress  to return  Hashem the angel of toher And he said
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itissaid therefore different anangel toher sent there was statement each For  etc. anangelof toher And he said
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and statement statement inevery  angel

Pasuk 25

WP KXY ! MY T NIT MT WEn A MR

it will be counted and not youroffspring — I will multiply —greatly Hashem the angelof toher And he said
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from abundance
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his name and you shallcall ason and shall bear are pregnant behold you Hashem the angel of toher And he said
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your suffering  to  Hashem hasheard for Yishmael
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Manoach of the wife of are pregnant behold you justas youwill conceive whenyoureturn are pregnant behold you
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Yirmeyahu in the cedars nested inLebanon O youwhodwell toit andsimilar andbearing islike ason andyoushall bear
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Bereshis Yitzchak hisname — andyoushallcall toamale onesays justas itis acommand hisname And youshallcall
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seventeen
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the face of and over againsthim everyone and the hand of againsteveryone hishand man  awild willbe andhe
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he shall dwell his brothers  all
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and he became  in the wilderness and he dwelt thatis written justas wild beasts tohunt wildernesses wholoves ~ man A wild
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twenty-one  Bereishis ~ withabow anarcher
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ahighwayman against everyone his hand
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him and provokes  him hates everyone againsthim everyone and the hand of
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numerous his offspring that willbe he shall dwell his brethren allof the presence of Andin

Rabbah  Bereishis
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Who spoke  Hashem the name of And she called
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ny seeing after s€een here

have I'indeed  she said  for seeing are G-dof  You to her
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anoun thatitis because kametz achataph ispunctuated with ofseeing areaGod  You
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the humiliated  of  the humiliation Whosees

of seeing a God
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Isaw inthe wildernesses  here  thateven  Iwas believing coulditbe wonder anexpressionof — here  HaveIalso
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Twas where there  Avraham of inthehouse them myseeing after the Omnipresent the messenger of
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— saw  Manoach forbehold toseethem accustomed thatshe was Andyoumayknow angels tosee accustomed
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and this one 13 Judges weshalldie surely andsaid one time the angel
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fear and did not
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lahai Beer  the well hecalled -  Therefore

another after one four saw

Bered and between Kadesh between beholditis  roi
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asits translation the Living One  the well of




Pasuk 30
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Hagar  bore whom  hisson the name of Avram andhe called ason toAvram Hagar And she bore
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Yishmael
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whosaid  theangel thewordsof Abram  heard thatnot Eventhough etc. thename Abram Andhe called
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Yishmael and he called him uponhim Holiness the Spiritof  rested Yishmael his name and you shall call

Pasuk 31
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Yishmael — Hagar atthe bearing of  years and six  years eighty wasa son of And Avram
102N
to Avram
A
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asonof thathewas tomakeknown itwaswritten Yishmael of  tothepraise etc eighty wasasonof And Avram
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object and he did not whenhe was circumcised  years  thirteen

Pasuk 32
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Avram to Hashem andappeared  years and nine  years ninety the son of Avram  And it was
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wholehearted and be before Me walk Shaddai G-d Iam tohim and He said
A
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and Iwill be before Me walk therefore creature forevery in My Godship sufficiency whohas am He I Almighty
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of His  sufficiency isthus itsexplanation isinScripture  thatit place  every andlikewise andforapatron foraGod toyou
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the context isaccording to and everything
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toMy service cdeave  before Me worship like its Targum before Me Walk
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and according to my trials inall whole-hearted be  acommand after acommand this even perfect Andbe
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for all perfect  youwillbe this and through this thing circumcision with the mitzvah of before Me walk its Midrash
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now perfect  andbe explanation Another before Me ablemish areapossessorof you isinyou thatthe foreskin the time
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upon aletter toyou thatIwilladd thebody and thehead of ears two eyes two organs five lack you
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your limbs corresponding to the 248 your letters  the numberof and willbe your name

number of

Pasuk 33
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exceedingly exceedingly you and I will multiply and between you between Me My covenant and I will establish
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meansof by toyou togiveitasaninheritance theland andacovenantof  love of acovenant My covenant And Iwill make
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this the mitzvah

Pasuk 34
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saying God withhim and spoke hisface upon  Avram  And he fell
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strength inhim was  not hecircumcised thatnot foruntil the Shechinah fromfearof hisface upon Avram  And he fell
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and with open  fallen regardingBilam that whichissaid andthisis overhim standing the Holiness and the Spiritof tostand
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Eliezer of Rabbi in the Baraitha eyes

Pasuk 35
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nations a multitude of fora father of and you shallbe is withyou My covenant behold I
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afatherof for  Avraham yourname andshallbe Avram yourname — anymore shall be called and not
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I have made you nations a multitude of
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initially init  thatwas andtheresh hisname of anacrostic  anexpressionof nations amultitude of afatherof for
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move didnot theworld toallof afather andnow hisplace whichis toAram except afather hewas thatnot
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asitissaid  toYehoshua  itwasadded until the Divine Presence to  complained — Sarai of theyud foreven fromitsplace
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13 Bamidbar Yehoshua Nun sonof toHoshea Moshe and called
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fromyou andkings intonations and I will make you exceedingly exceedingly —you And I will make fertile
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shall come forth
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wasHe andnot tohim was already Yishmael forbehold and Edom Israel intonations and Iwill make you
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concerning him announcing to him

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the Bris Bein HaBesarim, where Hashem seals His promise of the land to Avram's offspring, foretelling
the four hundred years of exile and the eventual judgment of their oppressors. Following this, Sarai gives Hagar to Avramy
when Hagar conceives, she begins to treat Sarai lightly, prompting Sarai to deal harshly with her until Hagar flees. In the
desert, malachim find Hagar, instruct her to return and submit to Sarai, and promise her a son named Yishmael who will be a
wild man. The aliyah concludes with Avram at ninety-nine years old, where Hashem changes his name to Avrahamas a sign

of the covenant and promises to make him the father of a multitude of nations.
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In this parsha, we see the incredible, heavy moment of the Bris Bein HaBesarim. Hashem promises Avraham Avinu the land,
but first, a dark dread falls over him: "Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs, and they shall be
enslaved and oppressed.” Lichoira, this is a terrifying kasha. Why must the path to the promised inheritance go through four
hundred years of painful exile and servitude? The Torah is teaching us a fundamental yesod in how Hashem runs the world:

the greatest, most enduring spiritual realities are only built through process, struggle, and patience.

We see this same theme play out with Sarai. She is barren, waiting and hoping, and finally tries to build her family through
Hagar, which leads to immense pain and domestic strife. Nothing comes easily. Even when Hashem promises greatness, the
derech is paved with nisyonos, waiting, and deep darkness before the light of the "flaming torch” finally breaks through. We
often want our spiritual growth, our parnassah, or our shalombayis to be instant and smooth. But the Tanna is telling us that

the "exile”, the struggle and the waiting, is actually the very crucible that refines us to be fit to receive the ultimate bracha.

When you face a situation today that feels dark, stagnant, or filled with struggle, do notlose your emunah or think Hashem
has chas v'shalomabandoned you. The darkness is not a sign of failure; it is the "dark dread” of the covenant, the necessary

preparation before the great light.

Today, when you encounter a frustration, a delay, ora difficult struggle in your avodas Hashem or daily life, stop and say to

yourself: "This difficulty is the process of my growth. Hashemis preparing me for the bracha that is surely coming."
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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We start off on our daf with a very important yeshivish discussion about damage that isn't physically visible, known as hezek
she'eino nikar. The Gemara is bothered by why a son is exempt from paying if his father caused this kind of damage and then
died. We learn that mid'Oraisa, invisible damage isn't halachically considered damage atall, and the whole chiyuv to pay is
only a knas mid'Rabbanan. Mimeila, the Rabbis only penalized the father himself, but they didn't extend this penalty to his

son.

Next, the Mishnah brings us into the sugya of causing a blemish in a firstborn animal (bechor). We learn about a fascinating
incident with a Roman officer who slit a bechor’s ear, and another case where children playing in the field accidentally
severed a lamb's tail. The Tanna uses these cases to establish a major klal in hilchos bechoros: if a blemish is made without the
owner's da'as or intent, it is muttar to slaughter the animal on that blemish, but if there was any implicit ratzon or intent, it is
strictly assur.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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STATEMENT
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If one rendered impure the ritually pure items of another and died, the Sages did not penalize his son after him by

requiring himto pay for the damage.

QUESTION

What is the reason for this? Why is the son exempt?
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The reason is that damage that is not evident, meaning there is no visible physical change in the object, is not called damage
by Torah law. The obligation to pay is only a Rabbinic penalty because the owner suffered a loss; and the Sages penalized him

himself, but the Sages did not penalize his son after his death.

n;wn MISHNAH

MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: There was anincident involving an old male sheep (a ram) whose hair was long and dangling because it was
a firstborn and could not be sheared, and a certain Roman quaestor saw it and said: What is the status of this animal that

you let it grow so old and do not shear or slaughter it?
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They said to him: It is a firstborn offering, and it may not be slaughtered unless there is a blemish in it.
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The quaestor took a dagger and slit its ear. And the incident came before the Sages fora ruling, and they permitted it

for slaughter, since the blemish was made by a non-Jew without the owner's prompting.
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And after they permitted it, the quaestor went and slit the ears of other firstborns, and the Sages prohibited them,

because now it was done with the owners' implicit satisfaction.
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Another time, children were playing in the field, and they tied the tails of lambs to one another, and the tail of one of
them was severed, and it was a firstborn. And the incident came before the Sages and they permitted it, since the

children did it unintentionally.
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When the people saw that they permitted it, they went and tied the tails of other firstborns to get themblemished, and the

Sages prohibited them.
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This is the general rule: Any blemish that is caused with his intent is prohibited; but if it is caused without his intent, it is

permitted.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Mishnah taught: Another time, children were playing etc. And the Gemara notes that it is necessary to

teach both the case of the Roman quaestor and the case of the children.

EXPLANATION
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For if it had taught us only the case of the gentile, we would say that the Sages permitted it because he will not come to
make a habit of it, since the laws of firstborns do not apply to him. But regarding a Jewish minor, who might come to make a

habit of it when he grows up, I would say the Sages should not permit it, even the first time.
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And if it had taught us only the case of the minor, we would say the Sages permitted it because he will not be confused with
an adult Jew, so people won't learn to blemish intentionally. But regarding a gentile, who might be confused with an adult

Jew, I would say the Sages should not permit it. Therefore, both cases are necessary.

STATEMENT
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Rav Chisda said that Rav Katina said: They only taught that the firstborn is permitted where they said to him, "unless there

was a blemish in it,” which implies a blemish that occurred on its own.

STATEMENT
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But if they said to him, "if a blemish is made in it,” which implies human action, it is considered as if they said to him, "Go

and make a blemish in it,” and the animal is prohibited.
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Rava said: Now, since both expressions actually imply that the blemish occurred by itself, what is the difference to me if they

said "there was,” and what is the difference to me if they said "was made"?

NJY N RN 70m O "Ry NP

Rather, "was made"” also means it occurred by itself, and there is no difference between them; in both cases, the animal is

permitted.
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The Mishnah stated: This is the general rule: Any blemish that is caused with intent is prohibited. What does this come

to include?

ANSWER
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It comes to include an indirect action (grama), teaching that causing a blemish indirectly is also forbidden.
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And the second part of the rule, "without intent is permitted,” comes to include a case where a gentile acts based on a Jew

speaking offhandedly, without intending to prompt the gentile to make a blemish.

n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: If a firstborn animal was pursuing him, and he kicked it and caused a blemish in it, behold, they may

slaughter the animal on account of this blemish.

GEMARA

NP —1IDPT7 0N P3N 70T NP3 WYIY KPR Y NS :XDD 3177

GEMARA: Rav Pappa said: They only taught this where he kicked it at the time of the pursuit, but after the pursuit,

no, it is prohibited because we suspect he intended to blemish it.
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The Gemara asks: Isn't this obvious? Why would we permit it after the danger has passed?
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say that he is merely remembering his pain and kicked it out of anger, and not to blemish it,

therefore Rav Pappa comes to teach us that we assume he did it to cause a blemish.
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There are those who say a different version: Rav Pappa said: Do not say that at the time of pursuit, yes, it is permitted, but

not at the time of pursuit, no. Rather, even after the pursuit, it is also permitted.

EXPLANATION
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What is the reason? He is remembering his pain, so we attribute the kick to his anger and not to an intention to blemish the

animal.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yehuda said: It is permitted to cause a blemishina firstbornbefore it emerges into the airspace of the world,

since the sanctity of the firstborn does not take effect until birth.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: This applies to a kid-goat by slitting its ear, which is the first part to emerge, and to a lamb by slitting its lips, which

emerge first.

STATEMENT
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There are those who say: A lamb also can be blemished in its ear, for we can say that it emerged sideways, with its ears

coming out first.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: If a blemish in the mouth is such that when the animal eats it is not visible, but when it cries out it is visible, it is

considered a ble mish.
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The Gemara asks: What is this coming to teach us? We already learned this in a Mishnah: The outer teeth that are chipped

orworndown, or the inner teeth that are uprooted, are blemishes.
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What is the reason that uprooted inner teeth are a blemish? Is it not because when it cries out, they are visible? Thus,

Rava's rule is already in the Mishnah!
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Rav Pappa said: Rava is also merely explaining the reason of our Mishnah: What is the reason that when they are

uprooted it is a blemish? It is because when it cries out, it is visible.
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MISHNAH: Regarding all blemishes that are capable of being caused by human hands, Jewish she pherds are trusted
to testify that they occurred naturally, but she pherds who are Kohanim are not trusted, because they have a personal interest

in permitting the animal.
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: A Kohen is trusted regarding his fellow's firstborn, but he is not trusted regarding

his own.
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Rabbi Meir says: One who is suspected of a matter may neither judge it nor testify about it, even regarding others.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Elazar differed in their interpretation. One said: "Jewish shepherds” who work in

the house of Kohanim are trusted, and we do not fear that they will lie just to get a drink or a small favor from the Kohen.
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But she pherds who are Kohanim working in the house of'a Yisrael are not trusted, because the Kohen says to himself:

Since I am taking trouble with it, the owner will not leave me and give it to others; so he has a personal interest.
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And the same law applies to a Kohen testifying for another Kohen, as we fear they will reciprocate favors for each other.

EXPLANATION

And Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel comes to say: He is trusted regarding his fellow's animal, but he is not trusted

regarding his own.
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And Rabbi Meir comes to say: One who is suspected of a matter may neither judge it nor testify about it.
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And the other Sage said: "Jewish shepherds” means even if they themselves are Kohanim, they are trusted if they are
hired shepherds,
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The Israelite shepherd would say to himself: My employer will not forsake a Torah scholar who is a priest and give the

blemished firstborn to me, an unlearned shepherd. Therefore, he has no incentive to lie.
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But if the first tanna meant "priest-she pherds” to mean and they are Israelites in the employ of a priest, then they are not
p p y mploy p y
believed to testify, as we are concerned about a swallow—meaning, we worry they might lie to curry favor so that their

employer will give thema portion of the firstborn to eat.

EXPLANATION
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And all the more so is the testimony of one priest for another priest not believed, as we are concerned about reciprocal

favors—that they will scratch each other's backs—and we are concerned about a swallow of the meat.

EXPLANATION

And Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel comes to say thata priestis believed regarding the firstborn of his fellow priest, but he is

not believed regarding his own firstborn.
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And Rabbi Meir comes to say: One who is suspect regarding a matter may neither judge it nor testify about it, even

for someone else.
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The Gemara asks: Granted according to the one who says that the first tanna's case of "Israelite shepherds” means they are in
an Israclite’s house and they are priests, and the first tanna says they are believed; that is why Rabbi Meir comes to say that
one who is suspect regarding a matter may neither judge it nor testify about it, to argue and say thata priest is suspect and

cannot testify even for an Israelite.
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But according to the one who says that the first tanna's case of "priest-shepherds” means they are in the house of an Israelite

and they are not believed, what does Rabbi Meir come to teach us? That is the exact same ruling as the first tanna himself!
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The Gemara answers: There is a practical difference between them regarding the ruling of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Kefusai.
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As it is taught in a baraisa: Rabbi Yehoshua ben Kefusai says: A firstborn animal in the house of a priest requires two
independent people from the marketplace to testify about it that the blemish was not caused intentionally. This implies that

even other priests from the marketplace are kosher to testify.
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Even his son, and even his daughter, who are members of his household, may testify.
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Rabbi Yosei says: Even ten people, if they are members of his household, may not testify about it. Now, the first tanna of’
our Mishnah agrees with Rabbi Yehoshua ben Kefusai that an outside priest is kosher, whereas Rabbi Meir holds that no priest is

kosher to testify.

PG IR 073W 7098 PR 02 7293 1952 POY :NITWR 27 N RO 27 TNT K NPIN INRD
YT

The Gemara asks: In accordance with whose opinion goes that which Rav Chisda said that Rav Ketina said: An animal of
doubtful firstborn status that was born in the house of an Israelite requires two independent people from the

marketplace to testify about it that its blemish occurred naturally?
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Inaccordance with whom is this? It is like Rabbi Yehoshua ben Kefusai, who requires independent witnesses for a firstborn in

a priest's house; so too, Rav Ketina requires them for a doubtful firstborn in an Israelite’s house.




STATEMENT
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Rav Nachman argued and said: The owners themselves may testify about it, because an Israelite is not suspected of

intentionally blemishing a firstborn.

INFERENCE
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Forif youdo notsay so, but rather suspect everyone, then regarding animal tithe, according to Rabbi Meir, who can testify
about it? Since Rabbi Meir holds that anyone suspect in a matter cannot testify, if Israclites were suspect, no one could ever testify

on animal tithe!
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The Gemara rejects this: Regarding animal tithe, the owner is certainly believed, because if he wanted, he could have cast
a blemish on his entire flock before tithing them, which is permitted. Since he didn't do that, he is not suspected of doing so

now.
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Rather, Rav Nachman's kasha must be: Regarding a doubtful firstborn, according to Rabbi Meir, who can testify about

it? Since both priests and Israelites stand to benefit, who is kosher to testify?
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And if yousay: Indeed, so it is, that it has no remedy and can never be slaughtered because no one is kosher to testify,

2931 PR 23T DA 1 MOD 1D T2 PRV PD N 2 23 MY anm

but didn't we learn in a Mishnah that Rabbi Yosei would say: Any doubtful firstborn whose replacement is in the hand of
apriest is exempt from the priestly gifts, and Rabbi Meir obligates him to give the gifts? This proves Rabbi Meir holds a

doubtful firstborn is permitted to be eaten, which means there must be a way to testify on its blemish!
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Rather, learn from this: The owners may testify about it. It is only priests who are suspected regarding blemishes, but

Israelites are not suspected regarding blemishes.
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It was stated: Rav Nachman says: The halacha is like Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, thata priest is believed to testify on

another priest's firstborn.
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Rava says: The halacha is like Rabbi Yosei, that household members are not believed.
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The Gemara asks: And did Rava really say this? But didn't Rava say: If the owners were standing with us outside, and the
animal entered whole and came out injured, they may testify about it? This implies that even the owners themselves are

believed in such a case, which contradicts Rabbi Yosei!
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The Gemara answers: Say that Rava meant: As long as the owners were standing outside, we know they did not do it, and we

are not concerned that they had someone else do it.
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The Gemara asks: If so, what is there to say? Isn't that obvious?
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say: Let us worry about suspicion that they planned it beforehand, therefore he comes to

teach us that we do not worry.
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The Gemara concludes: And the halacha is like Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, and specifically his son and his daughter
may testify, but his wife may not. What is the reason? A man's wife is like his own body, and she is disqualified just like him.
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Rav Pappa said to Abaye: According to Rabbi Meir, who says: One who is suspect regarding a matter may neither

judge it nor testify about it,
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and Rabbi Meir also says: One who is suspect regarding one matter is suspect regarding the entire Torah,

QUESTION
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is itindeed so that priests may not judge any lawsuit? But isn't it written: "And by their word shall be every dispute

and every plague"? How could Rabbi Meir disqualify all priests from judging?

SUMMARY

The Gemara analyzes the cases of the Roman officer and the children, explaining why both examples are absolutely necessary
to teach us the boundaries of what is considered "without intent.” We then learn about a case where a firstborn animal is
chasing someone; if he kicks it in self-defense and causes a blemish, the halacha depends on whether he did it during the
pursuit or afterward, with the Gemara presenting a machlokes about whether we attribute a post-pursuit kick to his lingering
anger or to an intent to blemish. Finally, Rav Yehuda teaches a major chiddush that one may blemish a bechor before it
actually enters the airspace of the world, since the kedusha of a firstborn does not take effect until birth, and Rava clarifies

how this applies practically to different animals based on which limbs emerge first.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The beautiful yeshivish shakla v'tarya on our daf brings us to a fascinating discussion about a firstborn animal that is chasing a
person. The Mishnah teaches that if the animal was pursuing you and you kicked it, thereby causing a blemish, the blemish is
kosher and you can slaughter the animal on it. But Rav Pappa brings a deep sevara in the Gemara: what if you kicked it after
the pursuit was already over? One lashon in the Gemara says this is forbidden, but the second lashon says it is muttar. Why?
Because "tza'arei d'midchar”, you are still remembering the pain and the fear of being chased, so the kick was an act of self-

defense and emotional reaction, not a calculated, underhanded scheme to blemish the animal.

Think about the deep yesod the Torah is revealing to us here. When a person is in pain, when they are feeling cornered, hurt,
or overwhelmed by the struggles of life, their reactions are viewed differently by Shamayim. Hashem understands the "tza'arei
d'midchar.” He knows that when you are hurting, your patience might wear thin, your tefillah might lack focus, or you might
speak sharply. Hashemdoes not judge a person in their moment of pain the same way He judges them when everything is

calmand smooth.

But there is a second side to this avodah, and it is how we look at other Yidden. If Hashem has such rachmanus on a person
who is reacting out of pain, how much more so must we have that same empathy! When a friend, a spouse, ora coworker
snaps at you or acts coldly, don't be so quick to judge themor assume they have bad intentions. Lichoira, they are going

through a hard time. They are remembering their own pain, carrying a heavy pack, or dealing with a hidden tzar.

Today, when someone reacts to you with irritation or impatience, do not kick back. Take a deep breath and tell yourself:
"They must be in pain right now." Be nosei b'ol with them, judge theml'kaf zechus, and show them the soft, forgiving heart

that Hashem shows to us.
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The Five Daily Kapitlach

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

These are the five kapitlach of Tehillimsaid every single day: 32, 43, 83, 121, and 130, each set word for word with its English

meaning. They are gathered here as one section so the whole daily Tehillim can be said and downloaded together.

All introductions and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME
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When you feel weighed down by your mistakes, do not keepsilent or try to hide them. Open your heart to Hashemin honest
confession, and then immediately shift your focus to absolute trust in His forgiveness and constant protection, knowing that

He never slumbers and is always guarding your steps.

Today, the moment you feel a heavy heart or a sense of spiritual distance, stop what you are doing, speak to Hashemin your

own words to acknowledge your mistake, and then say out loud: "My help is from Hashem, who forgives and guards ny soul.'
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