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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, the Torah continues tracing the generations of Kayin, focusing on his descendant Lamech and the family he
built. We learn about the two wives Lamech took, Adah and Zillah, and the specific roles and lifestyles that their children

introduced to the world.

The pesukim describe how Lamech's sons became the pioneers of various worldly occupations and crafts. From nomadic
herding and music to the forging of metal weapons and tools, this section outlines the early development of human

civilization and technology through Kayin's lineage.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details how Lamech married Adah and Zillah, and goes on to list the accomplishments of their children. Adah
gave birth to Jabal, the father of tent-dwellers and cattle herders, and Jubal, the ancestor of harp and pipe musicians. Zillah
gave birth to Tubal-cain, who sharpened and forged copper and iron implements, and his sister Naamah.
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The Torah is telling us about the children of Lamech, the very first people to build the foundations of human civilization.
One son, Jabal, starts building tents and raising cattle. His brother, Jubal, invents musical instruments. Their half-brother,
Tubal-cain, becomes the first to forge copper and iron. Lichoira, we are looking at a list of impressive, world-changing

accomplishments. These brothers literally built the physical, cultural, and technological world we live in today.

But if you look closely at the pesukim, there is a deep kasha here. The Torah calls them the "father” of these crafts, yet we
know that the entire generation of Lamech was completely wiped out in the Mabul. Not a single physical structure they built,
not a single instrument they fashioned, and not a single iron tool they forged survived the flood. Mimeila, what was the point
of all their building and inventing if it was all destined to be washed away? What is the Torah coming to teach us by

recording their achievements for eternity?

The chiddush here is a powerful yesod for our own avodah. The Torah is showing us that when a person puts their heart and
soul into developing a talent, an art, ora technology, they are creating a pathway in the world. Even though the physical
tents and the physical harps of Lamech's sons were destroyed, the spiritual reality of their innovation remained. They opened
up the potential for these concepts in the briah, and that potential survived the flood. The question for us is never whether
our physical accomplishments will last forever, but rather: what are we using our talents to build? Are we using our skills to

build "tents” of Torah and "music” that brings us closer to Hashem, or are we just building for our own temporary honor?

Today, take one talent, skill, or professional tool that you use in your daily life, and consciously dedicate its use for a mitzvah

or to helpanother Yid, elevating a temporary worldly craft into something eternal.
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