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(LECH-LECHA - 2ND ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we follow Avramand Sarai as they descend into Mitzrayim due to the heavy famine in Eretz Yisrael. Avram,
anticipating the moral depravity of the Mitzrim, asks Sarai to present herself as his sister to protect his life. Upon their arrival,
the Mitzrimindeed notice Sarai's exceptional beauty, and she is quickly taken to the palace of Pharaoh, while Avramis

showered with wealth and livestock on her account.

However, Hashem does not abandon Sarai in her distress. The aliyah describes how Hashemintervenes directly, striking
Pharaoh and his household with severe plagues. This divine retribution forces Pharaoh to realize the truth, leading to a sharp
confrontation with Avramand their eventual departure from Mitzrayim, laden with great wealth, as they journey back toward
the place of the altar in Bethel.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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beautiful that the woman —  the Egyptians and they saw to Mitzrayim ~ Avram  as the coming of And it was
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the woman and wastaken Pharaoh  to her  and they praised Pharaoh the officersof  her  And they saw
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Pharaoh  to the house of
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for the king thisone fittingis saying amongthemselves they praised her ~Pharaoh to —her  And they praised

Pasuk 3
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for hersake Pharaoh he dealt well and toAbram
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wife of  Sarai accountof on  his household and — great plagues  Pharaoh ~— Hashem And afflicted
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Avram
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Bereishis ~ forit isdifficult which marital relations he was smitten Raathon with the plague of etc.  Hashem And He plagued
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old in Rashi
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would smite andhe smite totheangel shewouldsay hercommand the mouthof by Sarai  the word of Because of
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me tell did younot  why tome youhave done isthis what andhesaid toAvram  Pharaoh And he called
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she was  your wife that
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anddonot go tohim hesaid but isbeforeyou myland behold tohim whosaid like Avimelech not andgo Take
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23 Yechezkel istheirissue of horses andwhoseissue asitissaid they lewdness areaddictedto forthe Egyptians stay
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all and —  hiswife and — him and they escorted men Paroh  concerning him And commanded
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was tohim  that
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and toprotect him  toescort him his sake for  concerninghim And he commanded
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and they escorted  as its translation And they accompanied
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to the Negev withhim and Lot wastohim  that  andall andhiswife  he  fromMitzrayim Avram  And wentup
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itsaid  justas Yisrael thelandof of  tothesouth tocome towardsthe South etc. Avram  And he went up
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goes when he place  And from every Moriah tothe mountain of towards the South and journeying  going above
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of isinthesouth Mitzrayim forthelandof  travels he tonorth fromsouth Kenaan tothelandof from Mitzrayim
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AW 93 MamE TNR 732 DN
and with gold withsilver withlivestock ~ very ~ washeavy And Avram
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burdens laden with  very heavy

Pasuk 10
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his tent  there  was where the place  untl El Beis and until from the south on his journeys And he went
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Ai and between  El Beis between at the beginning  his tent
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in the inns andlodging going hewas Kenaan tothelandof from Mitzrayim whenhe returned on hisjourneys And he went
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Rabbah Bereishis his debts he paid onhisreturn explanation Another  of his

from the inn
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Kenaan thelandof of isinthesouth Mitzrayim thelandof From the south
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Hashem

upon the Name of  Avram  there and he called at first
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tosay thereis andalso Hashem uponthe Nameof Avram there called andwhere at the first there hemade which
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Hashem wuponthe Nameof  now there and he called

CHAPTER SUMMARY




The aliyah traces the dramatic sequence of Avram's descent to Mitzrayim, where Sarai is taken to Pharaoh's palace, prompting
Hashem to strike Pharaoh with powerful plagues. Recognizing the divine hand protecting Sarai, Pharaoh confronts Avram
for concealing that she was his wife, quickly sends themaway with all their newly acquired wealth, and Avramreturns to the

place of his original altar between Bethel and Ai to call upon the name of Hashem.

.'ItZN?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is telling us that when Avram Avinu returned from the darkness of Egypt, he did not get carried away by his
newfound wealth. The pasuk says he went back to the very same places he had been before, "to the place where his tent had
been formerly... to the site of the altar that he had built there at first.” Lichoira, now that he was "very rich in cattle, silver,
and gold," he could have upgraded his lifestyle or looked for a more prestigious place to settle. But the Tanna is teaching us
that Avram's first priority was to return to his spiritual roots, to the place where he first built his mizbeach and called out in the

name of Hashem.

This is a tremendous yesod for our own avodas Hashem. Sometimes we go through a period of change, whetheritisa
financial success, a new job, or just a busy season in life that temporarily pulls us away fromour regular learning and
davening. The yetzer hara tries to convince us that we have outgrown our old, simple spiritual routines. But the true ratzon of
Hashemis that we must return to our "altar at first", to the basic, solid spiritual foundations that kept us connected in the first

place.

When Hashem blesses you with success or brings you out of a challenging situation, do not let the new circumstances distract
you fromyour core spiritual habits. Make it your business today to return to a simple, foundational spiritual practice that you
used to do with excitement, whether it is a specific shiur, a set time for learning, or davening with the same simple kavanah

you had years ago.
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