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CLECH-LECHA - 3RD ALIYAH )

LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the separation between Avramand his nephew Lot. Because of their immense wealth and the
vast size of their flocks, the land cannot support them staying together, which leads to fighting between Avram's shepherds
and Lot's shepherds. Avram, seeking to avoid strife with his kinsman, generously offers Lot the choice of where to settle,

prompting Lot to choose the fertile plain of the Jordan near the wicked city of Sodom.

Once the separation is complete, Hashemspeaks to Avram, telling him to look out in every direction. Hashem promises to give
all of this land to Avramand his children forever, and to make his offspring as numerous as the dust of the earth. Avram then
travels through the land and builds an altar to Hashemin Hebron.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and tents and herds flocks there was Avram  with whowent toLot Andalso
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Avram  with  his going this tohim thatthere was caused who Avram  with whowent
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they were able and not great their possession was  for together todwell  the land them  supported and not
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together  to dwell
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itis short andaphrasing  for their cattle  pasture toprovide able wasit  not them bore  Andnot
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the livestock of  the herders of and between ~ Avram  the livestock of the herders of between a quarrel And there was
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in the land dwelt then and the Perizzite and the Canaanite Lot
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infieldsof theircattle and theygrazed wickedmen Lot of  shepherds thattheywere because aquarrel And there was
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and they the robbery for them  wouldrebuke Avram  and the shepherds of others
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heir thereisno andtohim  toAvram

theland wasgiven  would say
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and the Scripture robbery this and thereisno ishisheir and Lot
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yet Avram it hadacquired andnot intheland dwelt then and thePerizzite and the Canaanite
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for yourherders and between my herders
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strife there be please letnot Lot to Avram

we are brothers men
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in the features of they resembled exposition and the Midrashic  relatives brothers men
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the left if  fromupon me please separate before you theland allof Isnot

and if then I will go right
dardhiel - el
then I will go left the right
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that  inall thenIwillgoright  theleft If
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foryou andIwillstand fromyou willIdistance myself not youwill dwell
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Avram  Andheheard asitissaid ofhim hewasinneed thematter andtheendof andasahelper asashicld
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myself — Iwilldirect tothe left and Iwillgototheleft justas —myself —  Iwilldirect tothe right and Iwill gotothe right

W DN MN BiPRD W¥R 7D LR TR i mn MR oWy

thereis if  another inaplace wefound so andIwillgototheright tobe punctuated forit itwas youwillsay andif
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toturn tothe right punctuated anditisnot 14 I  Shmuel  toturn tothe right
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was well watered all of it that the Jordan the plain of allof — andhesaw hiseyes — Lot  And he lifted
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like the land of Hashem like the garden of Gomorrah and — Sodom —  Hashem the destroying of  before
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plain that was  Gomorrah and — Sodom  —  Hashem destroyed before
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lewdness addicted to that they were because todiscredit interpretsit exposition and the Midrashic ~ Zoar until toZoar asyougo
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their neighborhood Lot for himself  chose
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and they parted fromthe east Lot and journeyed the Jordan the plain of allof — Lot  for himself And he chose
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his brother from fromupon each man
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as its translation a plain Kikar
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journeying itisfound  Avram of tothe west  forhimself andwent Avram fromnear hejourneyed From the east
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thereisno hesaid theuniverse of  from the Originator himself heremoved explanation and the Midrash towest from east
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inhisGod andnot inAvram not desire for me
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Sedom wuntil and pitched tent the Plain in the cities of settled and Lot Kenaan in the land of settled  Avram
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Sedom  until and for his cattle for his shepherds tents he stretched out  And he pitched tents

TR MR DONLM DOyT 07D WINY

exceedingly against Hashem andsinners were wicked Sodom And the men of
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and our Rabbis with them fromdwelling Lot  didrefrain not so though - andeven werewicked Sodom And themen of
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with their bodies  wicked
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109 Sanhedrin with their wealth  and sinners
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against Him rebelled andintentionally their Master theyknew exceedingly toHashem
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and westward and eastward and southward northward there youare where the place  from

Al

Amn wWAE MATR MR iy ywnw mr Bo vt TMRm oanN

fromhim withdrawn the Divine speech  was ~ was with him that the wicked one the time  all Lot theseparatingof — After

Pasuk 11

oPiy Ty WU AENN AP AT NN N TINT 2P NN 3

forever  until and to your offspring I will give it toyou  see you that the land allof —  for
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— tocount  aman can if that the earth like the dust of your offspring  —  And I will make
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will be counted your offspring also  the earth  the dust of
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I will give it toyou for and throughitsbreadth throughitslength in the land walkabout  Arise
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there and he built are in Chevron  which Mamre  in the plains of and he dwelt and he came ~ Avram  And he tented
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to Hashem an altar
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aman thenameof Mamre




CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the quarreling between the shepherds of Avramand Lot, which leads Avram to propose that they
separate peacefully. Lot chooses the well-watered plain of the Jordan and pitches his tents near the wicked people of Sodom,
while Avram remains in the land of Canaan. Immediately after Lot departs, Hashemappears to Avram, reafhirming His promise
to give the entire land to his descendants forever and to multiply his offspring like the dust of the earth, after which Avram

moves his tent to Mamre in Hebron and builds an altar to Hashem.

HW}??:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is showing us a powerful yesod in how Hashem runs the world. Lichoira, Avram Avinu was the one who gave up
the best land, telling Lot, "If you go left, I will go right.” He chose peace over the prime real estate. Yet, immediately after
Lot separates and takes the lush Jordan plain, Hashemappears to Avramand tells him, "Raise your eyes... all the land that you
see, to you I will give it." By stepping back and refusing to fight over gashmiyus, Avramdid not lose a single inch; mimeila, he

inherited everything.

We often get caught up in a struggle for our livelihood, our honor, or what we think we deserve, feeling that if we do not
push and fight, we will be left with nothing. The yetzer hara whispers that being mevater (yielding) makes you a loser. But the
truth of Torah is exactly the opposite. When you make yourself like dust, refusing to engage in machlokes and trusting in

Hashem's hashgacha, Hashemsays, "Now I can give you the real bracha."

Today, if you find yourself in a situation of friction or a dispute over money, honor, or space, be the one to step back. Let the
other person take the "better” portion, knowing with complete emunah that what is destined for you cannot be taken by

anyone else.
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