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CLECH-LECHA - 4TH ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, we learn about the famous war of the four kings against the five kings, a massive world conflict that swept up
Avram's nephew, Lot, who was living in the wicked city of Sodom. When the victorious four kings capture Lot and take all his

possessions, a fugitive escapes to bring the news to Avram, who is dwelling peacefully by the plains of Mamre.

Upon hearing that his kinsman has been taken captive, Avramdoes not hesitate. He immediately musters his household of
three hundred and eighteen men and pursues the powerful armies all the way to Dan, where he wages a miraculous night

battle to rescue Lot and restore all the captured people and spoils.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the field of all — and they smote Kadesh it Mishpat Ein to  and they came And they returned
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and they went theirfood all and — and Gomorrah Sodom the wealthof all —  And they took
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explanationis and the Midrashic from pursuingthem refrain hedidnot thatitbecamedark after meaningtosay by night

N MWW Pymooo1 W2yl vwsn PInn aPhn pbmw

and came waskept second anditshalf amiracle forhim wasmade first andinitshalf  the night  that was divided
@R Py N2 nisn? 49

Mitzrayim of  ofthe night for midnight for him

95527'-1

M omTiay ow by main NP 171 72N inww mipn 1R LRty

foreign  worship accountof on  Hobah hecalls butDan Hobah whose nameis place  thereisno Hobah  Unto

Y Ny ANy

there tobe that is destined

WI WO vIN viP NN o WOl P nx ayn

he brought back and his possessions his kinsman ~ Lot — andalso the possessions allof —  And he brought back
:0y7 NN DUWI7 NN O
the people and — the women —  andalso

NRY MWYPITD DR NIDR AW NN INRTPD 070 %R NI

and —  Chedorlaomer —  fromdefeating his return after tomeethim  Sodom the king of And went out

PRn PRy NI MY PRy SK AN WK D9abnn

the King  is the Valley of it Shaveh the Valley of to  were withhim  who the kings

"
29W0n  Pomy  niavoNnR vuR - NIDR WORY MND MY 9D amw pny
obstacle and from every of trees clear ceared  toaplain likeits Targum wasitsname so  Shaveh The valley of

"

Q%R  DOWRW NI 'R D N2 RDPRT O NS n2 .abnn pny
measuring rods thirty whichis one aris theplaceof oftheking therace-course theplaceof theking The valleyof

NIRRT P2 0¥ MYOY  pRY TTIR WATRY DU pOBY q9n? TR MY

the nations  all  there where theyagreed thevalley Aggadah andthe Midrash there  toplay fortheking designated whichwas

PERYY DTRR NOIY BTy BT X A2PEm

and as a leader Gd asaprince of overthem  Avraham —  and made king




PPy PX? 1D NIM Y1 On? NOBin oY APn pIR C3Tm
Most High toGod wasa priest and he and wine bread broughtout Shalem kingof Tzedek And Malki

"

22" 9T M 12 oY N K™ e P
32 Nedarim Noach sonof Shem heis Midrash Aggadah Tzedek And Melchi

"

Yoy 2P pRY iR ARam Lmenhr cyerh iy 95 ey an®

againsthim inhisheart thatthereisnot him and he showed battle for those wearied of  theydo so andwine Bread

goooin By nimmn by v mn X"%Y A2 Ny MY by

the libations and about the meal-offerings about tohim he hinted And Midrashic hissons —  thathekilled for
explanation

S E

his descendants there that they would offer

P MY P 1Py PR 072K M2 MWRn N
and earth  heaven  Creatorof Most High of God ~ Avram  Blessed is and he said And he blessed him

1

ey 070 By 7P MR PaRY DonY Ry D LpaNy monw map

134 Psalms andearth heaven Makerof similarto andearth heaven  Acquirer of

APY nivnd NP

His tobe He acquired them

Pasuk 20

n173'1~ IR I T L B b k- B L - SR FY< Bl |4\ S A ki i Sl ER

atenth tohim and he gave intoyourhand yourenemies delivered Who MostHigh God and blessed is
ol

of everything

His making them meansof by

1

DN YWIT DNIWT QRN 191 7000 WK qam wN

eleven Hoshea Yisrael shall Ideliveryou andso handedover ~who delivered Who
!

A5 MY op% D R Bon awyn oman AR
akohen thathewas because washis that  ofeverything atithe Avraham  tohim And he gave

CHAPTER SUMMARY




The aliyah details the rebellion of the five kings of the Jordan Valley against Chedorlaomer, leading to a devastating invasion
by the four kings who plunder Sodomand Gomorrah and capture Lot. Avramlaunches a daring rescue mission, defeating the
four kings, recovering all the captives and booty, and is subsequently greeted by the king of Sodomand blessed by

Melchizedek, the king of Salem, to whom Avram gives a tenth of everything.
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The Torah goes into great detail describing the massive world war of the four kings against the five kings, a global clash of

empires that shook the entire region. Yet, the Gemara and our Chazal reveal the deep pshat behind all this geopolitical noise:
the whole war only happened for the sake of Avraham Avinu, so that he could rescue his nephew Lot and bring him back. To
the rest of the world, it looked like massive historical movements of armies and kings, but in reality, the entire world stage was

being shaken up by Hashem just for the sake of one tzaddik and his family.

This is a tremendous yesod in emunah and how we look at the world. Lichoira, we look at the news, the politics, the global
events, and we feel so small and insignificant. But the Tanna is telling us that the entire world is run b'davka for the sake of
the Yidden and their avodas Hashem. The big, noisy events of the world are just the background scenery that Hashem moves

around to set up the exact nisayon or the exact yeshua that a single Yid needs for his neshama.

When you realize this, your whole perspective on life changes. You are not a helpless bystander in a world of giant forces.
Hashemis running the entire universe, from the smallest detail to the biggest global event, with you in mind. Mimeila, when
things around you are in turmoil, don't get lost in the noise. Focus on your avodah, on doing the ratzon Hashemright where

you are, knowing that He is orchestrating everything for your ultimate good.

Today, when you hear or read about stressful world events or major changes around you, don't get swept up in the anxiety;
instead, pause and remind yourself: 'Hashem runs the entire world, and everything happening is ultimately to set the stage for

the Torah and avodah of the Jewish people.’
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