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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we find Avraham Avinu returning from the miraculous war against the four kings. The king of Sedom
approaches Avraham with a proposal to split the spoils, asking only for the captured people while offering Avrahamall the
physical booty. Avraham, with his characteristic yiras Shamayimand emunah, completely rejects the offer, swearing that he

will not take even a thread ora shoe strap so that Sedom can never claim they made himrich.

Following these events, Hashemappears to Avrahamin a vision to reassure him not to fear, promising hima very great reward.
This leads into a deeply personal and heartfelt dialogue where Avraham expresses his pain over being childless, wondering
who will inherit his spiritual legacy if his steward, Eliezer of Damesek, is currently poised to be his heir.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Avram — made rich
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the captivity from for myself Iwill withhold ashoe astrapof anduntil fromathread If
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youwillsay andif isyours that fromall Iwilltake Andif
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isHe blessed forthe HolyOne etc.  youshouldsay Andnot

etc. andIwillblessyou asitissaid toenrichme promised me
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though - even etc. andMamre Eshcol  Aner andfurthermore withme — went who  my servants The lads
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Avram  inthedaysof thestatute wasgiven thatalready because andforward wasitsaid andnot there and for an ordinance
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fear donot  saying in a vision Avram to Hashem the word of was these the events After
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said  therefore myrighteousdeeds all ~ for reward Ihavereceived perhaps andsaying anxious andhewas  thekings
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you will be punished thatnot the punishment from foryou amashield I Abram fear  donot the Omnipresent tohim
P LAY Tmp Yy GNIT AONY Dy niwen i by by
your reward your reward the receipt of about areanxious thatyou andasfor what thatyoukilled souls those all  for

M2 MPWNT2 TR 3

Rabbah Bereishis great  is exceedingly
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and the steward  childless go and I tome will You give what Hashem nmyLord Avram  And said
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until  thekings  thathe pursued Midrash Aggadah andaccordingto hewas from Damascus the Targum accordingto Damascus
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inherits  my household a memberof and behold offspring  You have given not tome behold  Avram And said
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tome Youwillgive that isinall  benefit — and what offspring Youhavegiven not tome Behold
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shall come out he who rather but thisone shall inherityou not saying tohim Hashem the word of And behold
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shall inherit you  he from your innards
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if the stars and count toward the heaven please look and Hesaid  outside him  And He took out
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as righteousness to him and He reckoned it in Hashem And he believed
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for andasrighteousness asamerit toAvram accountedit  the Holy One blessed be  for righteousness tohim And He accounted it
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but asign for himself  ask he did not shallTknow Bywhat explanation Another inHim thathebelieved the faith
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the sacrifices  through the merit of

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah concludes with Hashem's powerful response to Avraham's concern, assuring him that Eliezer will not be his heir,
but rather a child from his own body will inherit him. Hashem takes Avraham outside, showing him the stars and promising
that his offspring will be just as countless. Avraham puts his complete trust in Hashem, which Hashem reckons to himas a great

merit.
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The Torah is showing us a tremendous yesod in how we look at our parnassah and our success in this world. When Avram
Avinu is offered the spoils of the war by the king of Sodom, he refuses to take even a thread ora shoelace. Lichoira, why not?
He won the war, he was entitled to it. But Avramsays b'davka: "So that you shall not say, 'Itis I who made Abramrich."”
Avramunderstood that if a Yid is going to be wealthy, or even just have his basic needs met, it must come directly from

Hashem, without any middleman getting the credit. He did not want a rasha like the king of Sodomto ever claim that human

effort ora human hand was the source of Avram's blessing.

Immediately after this, the pasuk says, "After these things, the word of Hashem came to Abram... 'Fear not, Abram, I ama
shield to you; your reward shall be very great.”” Rashi explains that Avram was worried that he had used up his merits by
receiving a miracle in the war. But Hashem reassures him that by standing strong and refusing the easy money of Sodom, his
reward was actually multiplied. When you make the ratzon of Hashem your priority and refuse to compromise on your

emunah for a quick profit, you do not lose out. Mimeila, Hashem becomes your shield and your ultimate provider.

We face this same nisayon in our daily business and work. The yetzer hara whispers that we must cut corners, flatter the wrong
people, orengage in questionable deals because "that is how you make a living." We think that our effort and our
connections are what make us rich. But the truth is that everything is already decreed from Rosh Hashanah. When we stand
strong like Avram Avinu, refusing to take the "thread or sandal strap” that does not belong to us or that compromises our

Torah values, we open the vessel for real, lasting berachah directly from the hand of Hashem.

Today, when a situation arises where you are tempted to compromise on your values or rely on questionable means for
financial gain, stop and declare to yourself: "My parnassah comes only from Hashem, and no flesh and blood will ever say
they made me rich.” Walk away from the compromise, and trust that Hashem will shield you and provide for you in ways you

cannot even imagine.
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