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LECH-LECHA - 6TH ALIYAH

[l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, we learn about the momentous Bris Bein HaBesarim, the Covenant Between the Parts, where Hashem promises
the land of Canaan to Avram's descendants. Avramis shown the future of his children, including the dark decree of the

Egyptian exile and the ultimate redemption with great wealth.

We then see Sarai, who has not yet been zocheh to children, giving her maidservant Hagar to Avramso they can build a
family. This leads to tension, Hagar's flight into the wilderness, her encounter with the malachim, and the birth of Yishmael.
Finally, Hashemappears to Avramat ninety-nine years old, changing his name to Avrahamand preparing him for the mitzvah

of Bris Milah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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— toyou togive ofthe Chaldeans fromUr broughtyouout Who Hashem Iam tohim And He said
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to inherit it this the land
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I will inheritit that willI know withwhat Hashem my Lord And he said
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three-fold andaram  three-fold  and a she-goat  three-fold a heifer forMe  take tohim And He said
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and a young bird and a turtledove
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and the bullof ~ Atonement  the Dayof thebullof  bulls tothree a hint heifers three threefold A heifer
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whose neck is broken and the heifer the congregation  of  matter the hidden
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the Festival ~ of  additional offerings and the goatsof  inside  thatisoffered tothe goat ahint threefold Anda goat
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anindividual the sin-offeringof and the goat of
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the sin-offeringof ~ of  andthe ewe suspense and the guilt-offeringof certainty the guilt-offeringof  threefold ~ Andaram
T

an individual
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Rabbah  Bereishis ~ pigeon andayoung aturtle-dove andayoung-pigeon anda turtle-dove
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his piece  each and he placed in the middle them andhesplit these allof — forhim And he took
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he split  not  the bird and — its counterpart opposite
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its literal meaning the handsof leaves  theverse andnot  portions intotwo one each hedivided them  Andhe split
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theland —  tohischildren togiveinheritance his promise ~ tokeep  withhim acovenant making thathewas because
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makersof andthe wayof andsoon  saying acovenant Avram —  Hashem made that onday asitiswritten

T3 DOAD 1PO? WA omp W2 R AR MenR PRy mo3

between whopassed furtheron whichissaid likethat itsparts between andtopass ananimal istodivide acovenant
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between passed which  fire andatorchof smoke afurnaceof here  so 34  Yirmeyahu thecalf the partsof
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fire  whichis the Shechinah  of  wasthe messenger it the pieces
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asitis said and goats and rams tobulls  are compared that the nations Because didhesplit not  thebird And —
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the horns  possessorof yousaw which Theram anditsays 22 Tehillim etc  many bulls  encompassed me
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and Israel there Yavan isthekingof thehairy andthehe-goat anditsays 8 Daniel ~ and Paras Madai are the kings of
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he split  Therefore 2 haShirim Shir  therock inthecleftsof mydove asitissaid doves toyoung arecompared
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a hint did hesplit not  thebird and — and going perishing the nations that they willbe ahint  the animals
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forever existing Israel that they will be
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Avram them and blew away the carcasses upon the bird of prey And descended
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like food upon toswoop thecarcasses after andpants swoops thatit accountof on abird itis The bird of prey
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15 ) Shmuel the spoil  upon and you pounced
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totranslate they were accustomed  since but paglayya we translate  the carcasses  the pieces  upon  the carcasses Upon
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and they translated  topalgayya  paglayya theword forthem wasswitched palgayya andhegave his piece each
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tocarcasses pieces tocompare that there isnot because errs so whotranslates andanyone palgayya  the carcasses
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abhorred like pigul  anexpressionof  paglayya itstranslationis andcarcasses palgayya itstranslationis  for pieces
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carcass relatedto 7  Vayikra  itis
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a hint 147  Tehillim His wind He causestoblow like  and makingfly ~blowing anexpressionof And he scared away
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that will come until  Heaven  from  him allow but they donot todestroy them Yishai sonof Dovid that will come
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the Messiah ~ King
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of darkness adread andbehold Avram  upon fell and a deepsleep abouttoset  the sun  And it was
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upon him  falling great
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exiles of anddarkness totroubles ahint etc. adread andbehold
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theirs:  not inaland youroffspring willbe astranger that youshallknow knowing toAvram  And He said
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years hundred four them  and they will oppress  and they will enslave
them
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hundred  four  from Mitzrayim Yisrael that wentout until Yitzchak from whenwasborn yourseed shallbe astranger for
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toMitzrayim whenhe wentdown and Yaakov ~ Yaakov ~whenwasborn  years sixty wasasonof Yitzchak  howso years
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and in Mitzrayim one hundred and ninety behold  years andahundred thirty my sojournings the yearsof the daysof  said
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inMitzrayim youwillsay andif years hundred four  behold Redu like the numberof andten twohundred theywere
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of hisyears andcalculate goout was  Mitzrayim from those goingdownto Kehas behold hundred four  they were
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you not from Mitzrayim  Yisrael when wentout thathe was Moshe — of andeighty ~ Amram andof Kehas
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Kehas thatlived theyears all fromthem tosubtract need  andyou and fifty hundred  three but find
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Moshe thebirthof after Amram andthatlived Amram thebirthof after
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Yitzchak and from when was born theirs  not butrather Mitzrayim inthelandof wasitsaid not  theirs not Inaland
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twenty-six there this intheland sojourn and regarding Yitzchak twenty-one Bereishis etcetera  Avraham  and sojourned
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forty-seven Bereishis we have come intheland tosojourn one hundred five Tehillim Cham intheland of sojourned and Yaakov
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with wealth they shallgoout that andafter  willl  judge they shallserve whom the nation —  Andalso
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— theyenslaved because will perish they thateven monarchies four toindude andalso thenation —  Andalso
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Yisrael
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plagues  with ten willl  judge
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12 Shemos Mitzrayim —  andtheydespoiled thatitissaid as great  withwealth  great  With substance
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good atanold age youshall be buried  inpeace  yourancestors to shallgo  And you
)
PR DD NN KDY .N12N NN
these all  behold andnot shall come Andyou
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itteachesyou  tohim  thathewillgo announcestohim andHe idolatry wasaworshiperof hisfather yourfathers Unto
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repentance Terach thathe did
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and not in hisdays repentance Yishmael that he would make He announced tohim  good inanoldage Youshall be buried
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day andonthat histime before years five hedied andtherefore inhisdays evil toaculture Esav wouldgoout
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Esav  rebelled
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now  until the Amorite the iniquity of iscomplete not for here theyshallreturn  fourth  And a generation
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and the fourth generations three there theywillbe toMitzrayim thattheyexile  after fourth  Anda generation
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this acovenant and He made withhim speaking Hewas Kenaan thatinthelandof because this totheland they will return
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go toMitzrayim wentdown Yaakov itwas andso toinheritit this theland — toyou togive asitiswritten
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was  theland of those whoentered Chezron sonof andKalev and Chezron Perez ~ Yehudah hisgenerations and count
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fornot  time that  until fromhisland sentaway tobe the Emori  the iniquity of iscomplete not for
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when sending heraway in full measure asitissaid itsmeasure thatisfilled wuntil fromanation exacts punishment the Holy One
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twentyseven Yeshayahu You contend with her
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which  fire  anda torchof smoke a furnace of and behold there was and darkness  set the sun  And it was
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these the pieces between passed
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they anditwas forty-two  Bereishis theirsacks were emptying they anditwas like  setting thesun  Andit was
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this thing anditwas meaningtosay thirteen two Melachim aman were burying
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itset came the sun
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theday grewdark therewas And thick darkness
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intoGehinom  the kingdoms  that they will fall tohim Hehinted etc. smoke afurnaceof Andbehold
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onthe Aleph  below  itsaccent was andif already thatitcame isexplained it  therefore is above itsaccent  came
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anditwas itiswritten already forbehold so tosay anditisimpossible  issetting as it explained it would be
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ithadset thatalready it turns out was this after  smoke the furnace of and the passingof wassetting  the sun
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arose came like letters two  whoserootis feminine of the language of word inevery isthe difference and this
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arose  came and Rachel andsuchas this suchas it past tense itis the language of  isabove when the accent returned
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athing presenttense isthe language of it isbelow and when the accent yoursister-in-law  has returned behold  my sheaf
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and in the morning would come  she intheevening thesheep with iscoming like andcontinuing now  thatisbeingdone
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would return  she
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— Thave given toyouroffspring  saying acovenant Ayram — Hashem made that On the day
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Peras  the river of the great the river until Mitzrayim from the river of this the land
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is done it isasif the Holy One blessed be of  Thesayingof Ihavegiven Toyourseed
He
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thatit eventhough  great  Scripturecallsit  Yisrael  tothelandof isattached thatit because thegreat The river
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Aproverbof  Peras itis  thefourth andtheriver asitissaid fromEden thatgoout rivers of the four s the last
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Rabbah  Bereishis  toyou andtheywillbow toaruler attachyourself isaking aking Aservantof acommoner
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the Kadmonite and — the Kenizzite and — the Kenite ——
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Edom  andthe three nations  seven but  tothem didHegive andnot here thereare nations ten  the Kenite —
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for the future aninheritance tobe are destined and Kadmonite Kenizzite Kenite andthey and Ammon and Moav
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their subjects Ammon and the childrenof theirhand the putting forthof and Moav  Edom  asitissaid Rabbah  Bereishis
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11 Yeshayahu
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the Rephaim  and — the Perizzites and — the Hittites and —
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three Devarim  Rephaim thelandof is called that  aboutit asitissaid Og thelandof the Rephaim And—
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the Yevusi and — the Girgashi and — the Kenaani and —  the Emori and —
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Hagar and hername  Egyptian  a maidservant and she had tohim had borne not Avram  wife of And Sarai
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itisbetter hesaid forSarah thatwere done miracles whenhesaw shewas Pharaoh the daughterof Egyptian A handmaid
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another inahouse amistress andnot thisone inthehouseof ahandmaid mydaughter thatshe should be
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to  please come frombearing Hashem hasrestrained me now Behold — Avram to Sarai  And she said
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Sarai  tothe voice of Avram  And he listened fromher I will be builtup perhaps ny maidservant




!

D1 RPN G2 PR Doa2 0 PRY om By Tab  mamn MmN O™

demolished butrather built thatheisnot children tohim whohasnot one about thisteaches fromher Iwillbebuilt perhaps
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my house into  myrival wife thatIbringin through the merit throughher Ishall be builded

!

M3 MWNRIY maY WIpn MmN ow Ppb

Rabbah  Bereishis ~ thatwasinher theholiness tothespiritof  Sarai  Tothe voice of
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years ten atthe end of her maidservant  the Egyptian Hagar — Avram wife of  Sarai And she took
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fora wife  tohim her husband  to Avram her  andshe gave Kenaan inthe land of Avram  of the dwelling of
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Bereishis  likethis  holy  toabody tocling thatyoumerited happyareyou withwords shetookher Sarai  And she took
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Rabbah
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has she borne andnot  years ten  whohasstayed forawoman appointed theperiod  years ten  Attheendof
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another  tomarry heisobligated toher husband
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Yevamos thecount from forhim  rises  theLand outside thedwellingof thatnot thisteaches etc. Avram  after dwelling
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tothe Land of thathe comes until great  intoanation andIwillmakeyou tohim wassaid thatnot because 64
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Yisrael
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her mistress and was lessened she had conceived that and she saw and she conceived Hagar to  And he came
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in her eyes
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Rabbah Bereishis the first from union and she conceived Hagar  to  Andhe came
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herself  she shows like her publicself her private self isnot this Sarai  shesaid inhereyes hermistress And was slighted
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these theyears  all  pregnancy didshe merit since not arighteous woman butsheisnot isarighteous woman  she asif
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Rabbah Bereishis the first from cohabitation became pregnant andI
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into your bosom my maidservant  gave 1 isupon you My wrong  Avram to Sarai  And she said
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and between you between me Hashem mayjudge inhereyes andIbecame light she conceived that and she saw
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tothe HolyOne  whenyou prayed  the punishment cast I uponyou tome thatisdone thewrong isuponyou My wrong
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foryou anditwas foryourself except didyoupray not  childless go seeing thatl tome will Yougive what
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fromme deprive  you  yourwords andfurthermore withyou remembered 1 and Iwould be bothofus for topray
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Rabbah Bereishis and remainsilent my disgrace hear since you
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and this isdefective thatisin Scripture betweenyou every andbetweenyou betweenme etc myhandmaid have given I
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herfetus andshe miscarried Hagar  of  onherpregnancy evil aneye  forshecast  andyourchildren init read  isfull
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toher announces andhe sheconceived already butisitnot will conceive beholdyou toHagar — says  whattheangel thisis
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the first pregnancy thatshe miscarried it teaches rather thatshe will conceive
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in youreyes the good toher  do isin your hand your maidservant behold  Sarai to Avram And said
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fromher presence and she fled  Sarai  and afflicted her
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Rabbah Bereishis with hardship her  subjugating  she was her  And Sarai afflicted
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Shur  on the road to the spring by in the wilderness the water aspringof by Hashem anangelof And found her
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And she said are you going and where did you come fromthis where Sarai maidservantof Hagar And he said
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amfleeing I my mistress  Sarai  from before
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withher toenter anopening toher togive but  hewas knowing didyoucome fromwhere didyoucome from where
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am coming 1 from this aboutit thatyouwillsay theplace whereis fromthis whereis and the expression —intowords
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herhands under and submit yourself your mistress  to return  Hashem the angel of toher And he said

1

MR 9% MR ANDR AP mPY M aRX P Dy Sm NDn v RN

itissaid therefore different anangel toher sent there was statement each For  etc. anangelof toher And he said
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and statement statement inevery  angel
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it will be counted and not youroffspring — I will multiply —greatly Hashem the angelof toher And he said
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from abundance
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his name and you shallcall ason and shall bear are pregnant behold you Hashem the angel of toher And he said
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your suffering  to  Hashem hasheard for Yishmael
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Manoach of the wife of are pregnant behold you justas youwill conceive whenyoureturn are pregnant behold you
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Yirmeyahu in the cedars nested inLebanon O youwhodwell toit andsimilar andbearing islike ason andyoushall bear
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Bereshis Yitzchak hisname — andyoushallcall toamale onesays justas itis acommand hisname And youshallcall
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seventeen

12 Sy) 2 B ™ %33 70 DTN N2 T NIM
the face of and over againsthim everyone and the hand of againsteveryone hishand man  awild willbe andhe
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he shall dwell his brothers  all
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and he became  in the wilderness and he dwelt thatis written justas wild beasts tohunt wildernesses wholoves ~ man A wild
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twenty-one  Bereishis ~ withabow anarcher
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ahighwayman against everyone his hand
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him and provokes  him hates everyone againsthim everyone and the hand of
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numerous his offspring that willbe he shall dwell his brethren allof the presence of Andin

Rabbah  Bereishis
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Who spoke  Hashem the name of And she called
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ny seeing after s€een here

have I'indeed  she said  for seeing are G-dof  You to her
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anoun thatitis because kametz achataph ispunctuated with ofseeing areaGod  You
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the humiliated  of  the humiliation Whosees

of seeing a God
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Isaw inthe wildernesses  here  thateven  Iwas believing coulditbe wonder anexpressionof — here  HaveIalso
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Twas where there  Avraham of inthehouse them myseeing after the Omnipresent the messenger of
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— saw  Manoach forbehold toseethem accustomed thatshe was Andyoumayknow angels tosee accustomed
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and this one 13 Judges weshalldie surely andsaid one time the angel
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fear and did not
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lahai Beer  the well hecalled -  Therefore

another after one four saw

Bered and between Kadesh between beholditis  roi
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asits translation the Living One  the well of




Pasuk 30
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Hagar  bore whom  hisson the name of Avram andhe called ason toAvram Hagar And she bore
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Yishmael
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whosaid  theangel thewordsof Abram  heard thatnot Eventhough etc. thename Abram Andhe called
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Yishmael and he called him uponhim Holiness the Spiritof  rested Yishmael his name and you shall call

Pasuk 31
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Yishmael — Hagar atthe bearing of  years and six  years eighty wasa son of And Avram
102N
to Avram
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asonof thathewas tomakeknown itwaswritten Yishmael of  tothepraise etc eighty wasasonof And Avram
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object and he did not whenhe was circumcised  years  thirteen

Pasuk 32
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Avram to Hashem andappeared  years and nine  years ninety the son of Avram  And it was
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wholehearted and be before Me walk Shaddai G-d Iam tohim and He said
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and Iwill be before Me walk therefore creature forevery in My Godship sufficiency whohas am He I Almighty
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of His  sufficiency isthus itsexplanation isinScripture  thatit place  every andlikewise andforapatron foraGod toyou
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the context isaccording to and everything
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toMy service cdeave  before Me worship like its Targum before Me Walk
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and according to my trials inall whole-hearted be  acommand after acommand this even perfect Andbe
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for all perfect  youwillbe this and through this thing circumcision with the mitzvah of before Me walk its Midrash
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now perfect  andbe explanation Another before Me ablemish areapossessorof you isinyou thatthe foreskin the time
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upon aletter toyou thatIwilladd thebody and thehead of ears two eyes two organs five lack you
S T M1 TORON P vy any

your limbs corresponding to the 248 your letters  the numberof and willbe your name

number of

Pasuk 33
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exceedingly exceedingly you and I will multiply and between you between Me My covenant and I will establish
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meansof by toyou togiveitasaninheritance theland andacovenantof  love of acovenant My covenant And Iwill make
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this the mitzvah

Pasuk 34
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saying God withhim and spoke hisface upon  Avram  And he fell
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strength inhim was  not hecircumcised thatnot foruntil the Shechinah fromfearof hisface upon Avram  And he fell
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and with open  fallen regardingBilam that whichissaid andthisis overhim standing the Holiness and the Spiritof tostand
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Eliezer of Rabbi in the Baraitha eyes

Pasuk 35
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nations a multitude of fora father of and you shallbe is withyou My covenant behold I
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afatherof for  Avraham yourname andshallbe Avram yourname — anymore shall be called and not
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I have made you nations a multitude of
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initially init  thatwas andtheresh hisname of anacrostic  anexpressionof nations amultitude of afatherof for
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move didnot theworld toallof afather andnow hisplace whichis toAram except afather hewas thatnot
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asitissaid  toYehoshua  itwasadded until the Divine Presence to  complained — Sarai of theyud foreven fromitsplace
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13 Bamidbar Yehoshua Nun sonof toHoshea Moshe and called
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fromyou andkings intonations and I will make you exceedingly exceedingly —you And I will make fertile
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shall come forth
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wasHe andnot tohim was already Yishmael forbehold and Edom Israel intonations and Iwill make you
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concerning him announcing to him

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the Bris Bein HaBesarim, where Hashem seals His promise of the land to Avram's offspring, foretelling
the four hundred years of exile and the eventual judgment of their oppressors. Following this, Sarai gives Hagar to Avramy
when Hagar conceives, she begins to treat Sarai lightly, prompting Sarai to deal harshly with her until Hagar flees. In the
desert, malachim find Hagar, instruct her to return and submit to Sarai, and promise her a son named Yishmael who will be a
wild man. The aliyah concludes with Avram at ninety-nine years old, where Hashem changes his name to Avrahamas a sign

of the covenant and promises to make him the father of a multitude of nations.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In this parsha, we see the incredible, heavy moment of the Bris Bein HaBesarim. Hashem promises Avraham Avinu the land,
but first, a dark dread falls over him: "Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs, and they shall be
enslaved and oppressed.” Lichoira, this is a terrifying kasha. Why must the path to the promised inheritance go through four
hundred years of painful exile and servitude? The Torah is teaching us a fundamental yesod in how Hashem runs the world:

the greatest, most enduring spiritual realities are only built through process, struggle, and patience.

We see this same theme play out with Sarai. She is barren, waiting and hoping, and finally tries to build her family through
Hagar, which leads to immense pain and domestic strife. Nothing comes easily. Even when Hashem promises greatness, the
derech is paved with nisyonos, waiting, and deep darkness before the light of the "flaming torch” finally breaks through. We
often want our spiritual growth, our parnassah, or our shalombayis to be instant and smooth. But the Tanna is telling us that

the "exile”, the struggle and the waiting, is actually the very crucible that refines us to be fit to receive the ultimate bracha.

When you face a situation today that feels dark, stagnant, or filled with struggle, do notlose your emunah or think Hashem
has chas v'shalomabandoned you. The darkness is not a sign of failure; it is the "dark dread” of the covenant, the necessary

preparation before the great light.

Today, when you encounter a frustration, a delay, ora difficult struggle in your avodas Hashem or daily life, stop and say to

yourself: "This difficulty is the process of my growth. Hashemis preparing me for the bracha that is surely coming."
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