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CLECH-LECHA - 7TH ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the everlasting covenant that Hashem establishes with Avrahamand his offspring. Hashem
promises to be their Elokimand to give them the land of Canaan as an eternal inheritance. To seal this holy bond, Hashem
commands Avraham regarding the mitzvah of bris milah, which must be performed on every male child at eight days old, as

well as on servants born in the house or bought with money.

We also see Hashem changing Sarai's name to Sarah and promising that she will give birth to a son, Yitzchak, through whom
the covenant will be established. Although Avraham asks that Ishmael should also find favor and live before Hashem, Hashem
makes it clear that while Ishmael will be blessed and become a great nation, the true covenant is davka with Yitzchak.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the land of allof —  yoursojournings the land of — afteryou  and to your offspring toyou And I will give
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and your offspring  you shallkeep My covenant —  andyou  Avraham to God And said
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and as for thee with thee My covenant behold I preceding  the matter upon adds this theletter vav And as for thee
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afteryou  your offspring and between and between you between Me youshallkeep which is My covenant  This
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male  every amongyou tobe circumcised
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todo is like todo say thatyou justas tobecircumcised islike tobe circumdsed
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between Me a covenant fora sign of anditshallbe yourforeskin the fleshof — And you shall
circumcise
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at times fromit thatfallsaway totheroot isextra init andthe Nun andyoushallcircumcise islike andyou shallcircumcise
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but  andyoushall carry islike andyoushallcircumcise carrying  of  andthe Nun biting of theNun suchas
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it shall be eaten itshallbedone like  Niphal isaformof shall be circumcised
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the house one born of throughout your male every foryou shall be circumcised — days eight And a son of
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in the house the handmaid whom she bore him the house One born of
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after he was born  whom he bought  money  the purchase of
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My covenant and shallbe yourmoney and the purchase of yourhouse one bornin shallsurely be circumcised
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everlasting fora covenant  in your flesh
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male between distinguishable  thatis place  isinthat thatcircumdcision ittaught here male And the uncircumcised
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isnot hisfather but  andheshallbe cutoff punishments the category of from when he reaches circumcise himself doesnot ~ Who

a positive commandment transgresses  but  withkares on hisaccount punished
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nations  and she shall become and I will blessher ason toyou fromher Iwillgive andalso —her And I will bless
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for they were Yitzchak  of  thefeastof onthedayof this whensheneeded breasts with the nursingof AndIwillbless her
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years ahundred shall toa son of in hisheart and he said and he laughed hisface upon  Avraham  And he fell
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Avraham  with mind anddidnot  Sarah  with the Holy One that was particular and this is
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reward agiftof toreceive worthy Iamnot Yishmael that he might live  Would that mightlive Yishmael Would that
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before Me  worship before Me walk like  inYourfear heshalllive before You  live
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Yitzchak hisname — andyoushallcall ason toyou shallbear yourwife Sarah indeed God And said
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trials theten  thenameof on andsomesay thelaughter thenameof on  Yitzchak hisname —  andyoushall call
AR PV MY '™ LI o 'm omb bY omw
Avraham of  years andonehundred thathewascircumcised ~days andeight Sarah  of  years andninety
i)
Tawn  GRP3 NN AOXY 2PN 730 MR MY AR M2 NN mmopm
youshallkeep Mycovenant —  andyou itiswritten already isitsaid  why withhim Mycovenant —  AndIwill establish
PRyRYS "3 290%  ,9M Cninpm MINY oD% RPN ?A qyam o
Yishmael the children of one might think  etc.  andIwill establish thatitsays because  but etc. andyourseed  you
P72 R CnRpm ?"n QPRI 9933 AMvR I
Mycovenant —  andIwillestablish therefore Scripture teaches the establishment areincdudedin  Keturah  and the children of
TR RPN ?9mNI MRY RS NN DOPX N2 NNY R oy KDY - 9PN
itteaches  but is it said why  Yitzchak with Iwillestablish My covenant And — others with and not with him

13 'R TR? INDR RIX MY K'T qean wITR MY

the son of alogical conclusion helearned fromhere ~Abba Rabbi said anotherexplanation fromthewomb  holy  thathe was

DPAAM IR SN%IEM DR CR2N2 M N2 TRNT 3R 7727
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Yitzchak . tothe descendants of transmitted shallbe circumcision the covenant of My covenant And —
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in the year  this atthe season Sarah toyou willbear whom Yitzchak — I will establish My covenant and —
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the purchase of allof and — his house those born of all of and — his son Yishmael — Avraham  And took
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from not hefeared not bynight andnot byday thathewascommanded ontheday onit theday Inthe strength of
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hisson  and Yishmael Avraham  was circumcised  this  the day on the strength of
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CHAPTER SUMMARY
The aliyah concludes with the immediate fulfillment of the mitzvah of bris milah. On that very day, Avraham, at ninety-nine
years old, circumcises himself, his thirteen-year-old son Ishmael, and every male member of his household, including his

homeborn and purchased servants, showing his absolute and prompt obedience to the command of Hashem.

7 WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah emphasizes that Avraham Avinu performed the mitzvah of bris milah "b'etzemhayomhazeh”, on that very day, the
moment Hashem commanded him. Think about the physical reality here: Avraham was ninety-nine years old, a revered
leader, and he was about to performa painful, life-altering procedure on himself, his son, and his entire household. Lichoira,
he had every reason to wait, to plan, or to do it quietly in the middle of the night to avoid the mockery of the scoffers of his

generation. Yet, the moment the command came, he did not hesitate for a single second.

This is the yesod of zrizus, of running to do a mitzvah. The yetzer hara is a big specialist in the "later” business. When a Yid
gets an inspiration to learn, to give tzedakah, or to fix a relationship, the yetzer hara doesn't usually say "don’'t do it.” Instead,
he says, "It's a beautiful dabar, but do it tomorrow when you are more settled.” By showing us Avraham's immediate action,
the Torah is teaching us that the holiness of a mitzvah is captured in the very moment the opportunity arises. If you wait, the

warmth cools down.

When you feel a push to do something right, whether it is opening a sefer, calling someone to offer help, or stepping away
froma distraction to daven with more kavanah, do notlet the thought grow cold. Act on it "b'etzemhayom hazeh", right

then and there, without letting your calculations get in the way of your avodah.

Today, the very moment you get an urge to do a mitzvah orlearn a line of Torah, do not delay it even by five minutes; act on

that holy thought immediately.

WA - 1277 - Y oy wpn w7 - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text CHUMASH WITH RASHI - LECH-LECHA - 7TH ALIYAH - 21 PASUKS




