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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this first aliyah of Parshas Noach, we meet Noach, a tzaddik who stood pure and blameless in a generation that had
completely lost its way. While the rest of the world fell into deep corruption and lawlessness, Noach walked with Elokim,
remaining steadfast in his avodas Hashem. Because of the widespread chamas—the robbery and moral decay that filled the

land—Hashem tells Noach of His decree to bring a mabul to destroy all flesh from the earth.

To save Noach and preserve life for the future, Hashem commands him to build an ark, the teivah, out of gopher wood.
Hashemgives Noach precise instructions for its dimensions, its compartments, and how to seal it with pitch. This set the stage
for a massive undertaking that would serve as a warning to his generation.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah traces the transition from the corruption of the world to the preparation for its destruction and rebirth. After
introducing Noach and his three sons, Shem, Cham, and Yephes, the Torah describes how the earth became utterly ruined
before Elokim. Hashemreveals His plan to bring the floodwaters and instructs Noach to build the teivah, specifying its length
of three hundred cubits, width of fifty cubits, and height of thirty cubits, complete with a window, a side door, and three
decks. Hashem promises to establish His covenant with Noach, commanding him to bring his family along with pairs of every
living creature—Dbirds, cattle, and creeping things—and to gather sufficient food for everyone, a command which Noach

carries out exactly as he was bidden.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah begins the parsha by telling us that Noach was a tzaddik tamimin his generation, and Rashi immediately brings
the famous machlokes: some of our Chachamimlearn this to his praise, that even in a generation of such terrible corruption
he remained a tzaddik, while others learn it to his discredit, that had he lived in the generation of Avraham Avinu, he would
have been considered nothing. Lichoira, why would Chazal look for a way to minimize the righteousness of a tzaddik whom

Hashem Himself saved from the mabul? What is the deep limud here for us?

The yesod here is that there are two ways a Yid can serve Hashem. You can be a tzaddik who is completely focused on your
own daled amos, making sure that you yourself are clean of sin, that your own home is protected, and that you are walking
with Hashem. Thatis a great madriga, and indeed, Noach was saved because of it. But the Torah is teaching us that this is
not the ultimate tachlis. If you only worry about your own spiritual survival while the world around you is drowning in
corruption, your tzidkus is limited. Avraham Avinu, on the other hand, did not just walk with Hashem; he ran to bring others

under the kanfei haShechinah. He felt the pain of his generation and davened for them.

In our daily avodah, we often face the temptation to just pull our coats around us to stay warm. We worry about our own
learning, our own davening, and our own family's ruchniyus. Of course, this is the first step, and we must build our own
teivah to protect ourselves from the cold winds of the street. But a Yid cannot stop there. Mimeila, we must ask ourselves: are
we looking out for the other Yid who is struggling? Are we trying to bring warmth to those around us, or are we satisfied just

being a tzaddik in our own closed room?

Today, look beyond your own spiritual comfort zone. When you go to the bais medrash or shul, don't just focus on your own
learning and davening; look around to see if there is a fellow Yid who needs a warmsmile, a word of encouragement, or help

understanding a difficult Tosafos.
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