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(NOACH - 2ND ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, Hashem commands Noach to enter the teivah with his entire family, as he alone was found righteous in his
generation. Hashem instructs him to bring seven pairs of the tahor animals and birds, and two of the animals that are not

tahor, in order to keep their seed alive. Hashem warns that in seven days, He will bring forty days and forty nights of rain to

blot out all existence from the earth.

Noach carries out Hashem's command, entering the teivah at six hundred years old along with his family and the animals.
The Torah describes how the waters of the Mabul began, with the fountains of the great deep bursting apart and the
floodgates of the sky breaking open on the seventeenth day of the second month.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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upon his exit asacrifice from them that he should offer in order seven seven
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the earth  upon waters was and the Flood years hundred six  was the son of And Noach
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the earth  upon were the Flood and the watersof of the days atthe seven And it was
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CHAPTER SUMMARY
The aliyah details Noach's entry into the teivah with his family and the designated pairs of tahor and tamei animals as Hashem
commanded. Once they are all inside, the Mabul begins in earnest on the seventeenth day of the second month of Noach's

six hundredth year, with torrential rain falling for forty days and forty nights, and Hashem Himself shuts Noach safely inside.
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The Torah tells us that Noach went into the teivah "mipnei mei hamabul”, because of the waters of the flood. Rashi brings
down a famous, sharp chiddush here: Noach was actually lacking in emunah. He believed and he didn't believe that the
flood would really happen, and he didn't enter the teivah until the rising waters literally forced himinside. Lichoira, this is
mind-boggling. Noach spent one hundred and twenty years building a massive ark, warning his entire generation, and

following every single command of Hashem. How could we say he lacked emunah?

The yesod here is that there is a deep difference between intellectual emunah and lived emunah. It is one thing to know
something in your mind, to talk about it, and even to spend years preparing for it. But it is a completely different level of
avodah to let that truth penetrate your heart so deeply that it dictates your actual movements. Until the water was touching
his ankles, Noach's emunah remained somewhat theoretical. He had the head-knowledge, but the ratzon to fully step into

the teivah and leave the old world behind was held back by a subtle, lingering doubt.

We often suffer from this same disconnect in our own avodas Hashem. We know Hashem runs the world, we know the power
of tefillah, and we know the importance of Torah. Yet, we often hesitate to fully "step into the teivah”, to commit ourselves
completely to the truth we claimto believe. We wait until a crisis, a spiritual flood, forces our hand. The lesson of Noach is

that we must bridge the gap between what we know and how we live.

Today, take one area of your life where you know the right thing to do but have been hesitating to fully commit. Don't wait

for the "waters” of life to force you; make the move and step fully into that mitzvah or kabalah right now.
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