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(NOACH - 6TH ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin this aliyah right after the mabul, with Noach and his three sons, Shem, Cham, and Yephes, coming out of the
teivah to rebuild the world. Lichoira, instead of focusing on ruchniyus, Noach immediately becomes a "man of the soil" and
plants a vineyard, which leads to a major nisayon. He gets drunk and uncovered in his tent, leading to Cham's terrible
bizayon of his father, while Shemand Yephes show tremendous zrizus and yiras Shamayim by walking backward to cover him

with the utmost kavod.

After Noach wakes up and realizes what happened, he curses Cham's son, Canaan, to be a slave of slaves, while giving
beautiful brachos to Shemand Yephes. The Torah then transitions to the generations after the mabul, listing the descendants
of Noach's sons as they begin to branch out across the world. We also meet Nimrod, the first mighty rebel on earth, and see
how the different families and nations began to establish their own lands and languages.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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he and Cham and Yephes and Cham Shem  the ark  from who came out Noach the sonsof And they were
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and comes is occupied that the section Because  here tosay wasitnecessary why  Canaan isthefatherof he  And Cham
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not andyet Canaan wascursed hishand andthrough Cham init wheresinned Noach  of  with the drunkenness
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here tosay it wasnecessary therefore ishisson that Canaan did weknow andnot Cham the generationsof did he write
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Canaan isthe fatherof he and Cham
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the earth  allof spread out and fromthese Noach were the sonsof these Three
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Bereishis Rabbah  another  with planting first tooccupy tohim forhewas profane himself he made Andhebegan
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1 Ruth Naomi thehusbandof similarto theground the masterof theground A manof
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figtrees  and cuttings of vine-shoots with him he broughtin intothe Ark whenhe entered avineyard And he planted
.
Bereishis Rabbah
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his tent within and he uncovered and he became drunk the wine from And he drank
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the reflexive form an expression of and he uncovered himself
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which was called ~ Shomron  thenameof by whowere called tribes tothe ten anallusion itiswritten withahei Histent
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six Amos wine inbowlsof whodrink asitissaid thewine accountof on whowereexiled Oholah
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therefore tohisfather andtold saw Canaan whosay  fromour Rabbis thereare Canaan thefatherof Cham Andhesaw
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Bereishis Rabbah  and was cursed the matter upon he was mentioned
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he sodomized him those whosay andthereare he castrated him those whosay thereare his father the nakednessof —  Andhe saw
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and they walked both of them the shoulder of upon and they placed the garment  —  and Yephes Shem And took
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and the nakedness of were backward and theirfaces their father the nakednessof —  and they covered  backward
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see they did not  their father
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Shem about it teaches and he took butrather andtheytook written itisnot andJapheth Shem And he took
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20 Yeshayahu etc. buttocks and withuncovered andbarefoot naked and old young Cush  theexiles of and —
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and they needed near him that when they itteaches  second  atime isitsaid why werebackward and their faces
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backward theirfaces theyturned tocoverhim themselves toturn
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the young hisson tohim had done thatwhich — andhe knew fromhis wine Noach And he awoke
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among men despised among the nations Imadeyou small behold like andthedespised theunfit theyounger Hisson
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to his brothers he shallbe  servants aservantof Canaan cursedis and he said
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yourson cursed toserveme  another fourth ason Iwillfather thatnot forme caused you  Canaan Cursed
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the burdenof uponthem upon whom was cast older ones these of  theoffspring — serving tobe fourth
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fourth ason  seeks andhestill sons three
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tothem aservant Canaan andshallbe Shem the God of Hashem blessed is And he said
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thelandof — tothem togive tohisoffspring Hispromise tokeep whoisdestined Shem the God of Hashem Blessed is
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serving  for tribute Canaan tothem and may he be

Pasuk 10
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tothem aslave Canaan andletbe Shem in the tentsof andlet Himdwell for Japheth God May He enlarge
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He will expand may He extend it is translated for Yephes God May enlarge
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eventhough  the Sages and the exposition of in Yisrael His Divine Presence  may Herest  Shem in the tents of and may He dwell
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not Second the House Yephes from the childrenof whowas Koresh inthatbuilt for Yephes God that enlarged
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slaves tothem there willbe sold Shem the childrenof whentheyexile Even tothem aservant Canaan And may he be
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Canaan from the children of
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years and fifty years  hundred three the Flood after Noach And lived
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and he died  years and fifty years  hundred nine  Noach the daysof all And they were
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sons  tothem and there were born and Yephes Cham Shem Noach the sonsof the generations of And these are
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the Flood after

0PN WY Samy 11 CTRY XM A np? U3
and Tiras and Meshech and Tuval and Yavan and Madai and Magog Gomer Yefes The sonsof
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Bereishis Rabbah  Persia thisis And Tiras
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and Togarmah and Riphath Ashkenaz Gomer And the sons of
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and Dodanim  Kittim and Tarshish Elishah Yavan And the sons of
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by their families according to his eachman in theirlands the nations the islands of separated From these
language
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in their nations
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and Kenaan and Put and Mitzrayim Cush  Cham And the sons of
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Sheba  Raamah and the sonsof and Sabteca and Raamah and Sabtah and Havilah Seba  Cush And the sons of
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and Dedan
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in the land  a mighty one to be began he Nimrod ~ —  begot And Cush
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the generation of with the counsel of  the Holy One blessed be  against the world allof tocause torebel a mighty one tobe
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before  hunter a mighty like Nimrod it is said - therefore Hashem before hunter a mighty was He
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Hashem
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against the Omnipresent  torebel and misled them with his mouth  people of themind heensnared hunter amighty
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His face upon toprovoke Him intending Hashem Before
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his Master whoknows face with brazenness of whoacts wickedly man  every regarding itissaid so Therefore
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hunter amighty like Nimrod thisoneis itissaid againstHim torebel andintends
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Shinar in the land of and Calneh and Accad and Erech Bavel  hiskingdom  the beginning of And was
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and — ofthe city Rehoboth and — Nineveh — andhe built ~ Asshur ~ went forth that the land  From
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Calah
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andrebelling toNimrod  listening  hissons —  Asshur thathesaw Assoonas etc.  theland From

@0inn Ny DTamn niagb 2ipna

from their midst he went forth the Tower  tobuild against the Omnipresent
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3 Yonah toGod great  acity  was  and Nineveh asitissaid Nineveh it great the city
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Naphtuhim  and — Lehabim and — Anamim and — Ludim —  begot And Mitzrayim
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aflame  resemble whose faces  Lehabim
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Caphtorim and — Philistines fromthere came out whom Casluhim  and —  Pathrusim  and —
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for they were they came out  from both of them Philistines from there cameout whom Casluhim  and —  Pathrusim
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Heth and — his firstborn ~ Sidon —  begot And Canaan
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the Girgashite and — the Amorite and — the Jebusite and —
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the Sinites and — the Arkites and — the Hivites and —
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the Canaanite the families of spread out and afterward the Hamathite and — the Zemarite and — the Arvadite and —
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many families were spread  from these were spread abroad And afterwards




IO MAND MY TY MM TANE TER ommpm o 3 om)
to Sedom asyou come Azzah until toGerar asyoucome fromTzidon the Canaanite the boundary of And itwas
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and extremity end isanexpressionof boundary every hisland theendof the Canaanite The boundary of
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like a person itseems andtome anoun as thou comest
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soandso tothe boundary of you come

Pasuk 32
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according to their Cham the sons of These are

that  until reaches this boundary tohisfellow whosays

by their nations  in their lands according to their
languages families
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theyare Cham sonsof allofthem  andlands intotongues  that they divided eventhough intheirlands  after their tongues
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the elder  Yepheth the brotherof  Ever the children of all  the fatherof him also were born And to Shem
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Shem was  says when it Shem orif theelder Yaphethwas if know Idonot theelder Yapheth the brotherof
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after  twoyears etc. years onehundred asonof

asonof forbehold theelder Yaphethwas itsays behold  the flood
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years hundred six intheyearof was andtheflood tofatherchildren whenhebegan Noach was  years five hundred
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until toone hundred reach didnot andShem years onehundred asonof was ofhissons thattheeldest itisfound
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the flood after  twoyears
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shamed him and thisone theirfather —  honored twoofthem forthese Cham thebrotherof andnot Yapheth the brother of
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and Aram and Lud and Arpachshad and Asshur ~ Elam  Shem The sons of

Pasuk 35

WM NN L«‘ﬂﬂ] vy QI 3

and Mash and Gether and Hul Uz Aram  And the sons of
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Eber —  begot and Shelah Shelah  —  begot And Arpachshad
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welearn  theworld  inall andtheydispersed thevalley from andtheyscattered thelanguages were confounded was divided
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Olam  inSeder andwelearned the future thenameof upon hisson thenameof forhecalled aprophet Ever thatwas
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than him wasyounger hisbrother Yoktan behold hisdays atthe beginningof forifyousay theydispersed hisdays thatattheend of

PIT 0D N T2 AN N TP TUR MW 19% DTp ninpwn mp ToRim

theearth all anditwas that andafter etc. begot andYoktan asitissaid  this  before families several and he begot
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youlearn thus toclarify ~ but  toobscure theverse came not hisdays inthe middleof andifyousay etc
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these the families all  toestablish he merited therefore himself and madesmall humble because he was And Joktan
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Yerach and — Chatzarmaveth and — Shelef and — Almodad —  begot And Yoktan
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Bereishis Rabbah  Agadah the wordsof  hisplace  thenameof on  Chatzarmaveth
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Diklah  and — Uzal and — Hadoram and —
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Sheba  and — Abimael and — Obal and —
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Joktan  the sonsof these allof Jobab and — Havilah and — Ophir and —
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the east  the mountain of toward Sephar asyougo fromMesha theirsettlement And it was
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according to their in their lands according to their according to their Shem the sons of These are

nations languages families
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were separated and fromthese in their nations according to their Noach the sons of the families of These are
generations
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the Flood after  on the earth the nations

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details Noach's planting of a vineyard, his subsequent drunkenness, and the contrasting behavior of his sons:
Chamdegrades him, while Shemand Yephes respectfully cover him. Upon sobering, Noach curses Canaan to servitude and
blesses Shemand Yephes. The text then chronicles the genealogy of Noach's descendants, tracing the lineages of Japheth,
Ham (including Nimrod's rise to power and the expansion of his kingdom), and Shemdown to the division of the earth in the

days of Peleg, establishing the foundations of the seventy nations.

HWS??Q? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is showing us a powerful contrast in how people react when they see someone else in a state of vulnerability or
disgrace. When Noach became drunk and lay uncovered, Hamsaw his father's shame and immediately went outside to talk
about it, spreading the news to others. But Shemand Japheth did the exact opposite. They took a garment, walked backward

so they wouldn't look at their father's disgrace, and covered him with dignity.

This is a major yesod in our daily avodah. In life, we are constantly put in situations where we notice someone else's slip-up,
their weakness, or their embarrassing moment. The yetzer hara immediately whispers to us to become like Ham, to look
closely, to focus on the negativity, and to run "outside" to tell others, whether through lashon hara, a smirk, or just a juicy

piece of gossip. We think we are just sharing information, but we are actually trampling on another person's dignity.

Shemand Japheth teach us the true Torah way. When you see someone else’s vulnerability, you don't stare, and you don't
talk about it. You "walk backward", you purposely avert your eyes, you protect their honor, and you find a way to cover them
up and shield them from shame. This is not just about being polite; it is about having a refined neshama that refuses to feed on

another Yid's embarrassment.

Today, when you hear a piece of gossip or notice someone making an embarrassing mistake, do not repeat it or dwell on it.

Purposely turn your mind away, "walk backward” from the situation, and protect that person's dignity.
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