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(NOACH - 7TH ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the famous story of the Dor Haflagah, the Generation of the Dispersion. The Torah describes
how the entire world was united with one language, but they used this unity to rebel against Hashem by building a massive
city and a tower reaching into the heavens. To stop their rebellion, Hashem confused their languages so they could no longer

understand one another, which naturally forced them to stop building and scatter across the face of the earth.

Following this, the Torah traces the generations from Noach's son, Shem, all the way down to Terach and his sons, Abram,
Nachor, and Haran. We are introduced to Abram's family, including his wife Sarai, and we learn about their initial journey
with Terach from Ur Kasdim toward the land of Canaan, stopping and settling in Haran.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and let us make in the heavens withitstop andatower acity forourselves letusbuild come And they said
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the last and the letter Heh  plural  in the expressionof  serves the letter Nun  and we will mixup And let us confound
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Arpachshad — and he begot  years one hundred wasasonof Shem Shem the generationsof These are
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the Hlood  after  twoyears  Arpachshad —  whenhebegot  years onehundred wasasonof Shem
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sons  and he begot years hundred five Arpachshad —  his begetting after  Shem And lived
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and daughters
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Shelah — and he begot  years and thirty five lived And Arpachshad
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years hundred  and four years three Shelah  —  hisbegetting  after Arpachshad  And lived
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Ever — and he begot  years thirty lived And Shelah
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and he begot  years hundred  and four years three Ever —  his begetting after Shelach And lived
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and daughters  sons
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Peleg — and he begot  years and thirty four Ever And lived
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and he begot  years hundred  and four years thirty Peleg —  hisbegetting  after Ever And lived
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and daughters  sons
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Reu — and he begot  years thirty Peleg  And lived
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and he begot  years and twohundred  years nine Reu —  hisbegetting  after Peleg And lived
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and daughters  sons

Pasuk 20

D NN TN MY oowhYY oIpw ) o

Serug — and he begot  years and thirty two Reu And lived
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and he begot  years and twohundred  years seven Serug —  hisbegetting  after Reu And lived
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Nachor — and he begot  years thirty Serug  And lived
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and daughters  sons  and he begot years twohundred Nachor — hisbegetting  after Serug  And lived
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Terach — and he begot years  and twenty nine Nachor And lived
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years and one hundred  years ten nine Terach  —  hisbegetting  after Nachor And lived
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and daughters  sons  and he begot
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Haran and — Nachor — Avram — and he begot  years seventy Terach And lived
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and Haran Haran and — Nachor — Avram — begot Terach Terach the generations of And these are
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child toher there wasno barren Sarai  And was
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Sarai and — hisson the grandson of Haran the sonof Lot and — hisson  Avram —  Terach And took
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andSarai Lot  with and Avram Terach andtheywentforth withthem And theywent forth
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the people of the world migrating to a valley in Shinar, where they decided to make bricks and build a
city and a tower to make a name for themselves and avoid being scattered. Hashemsaw their rebellion and confounded their
single language into many, causing themto abandon the construction of Babel and disperse across the globe. The Torah then
lists the ten generations from Shemto Terach, detailing their ages and offspring, and concludes by introducing Abram, his
wife Sarai, and their nephew Lot, noting Sarai's barrenness and the family's journey from Ur Kasdim to Haran, where Terach

eventually passed away.

TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us a fascinating thing about the Dor HaHaflagah, the generation of the tower. They had an
unbelievable koach of unity, "one language and the same words." Lichoira, they were using this tremendous power for the
worst possible thing, rebelling against Hashem. Yet, look at how Hashem dealt with them. He didn't bring a flood to destroy
themlike the previous generation; He simply mixed up their languages so they couldn't communicate, which naturally
stopped their plans. Rashi brings down the famous Chazal that because they acted with love and friendship among

themselves, Hashemshowed them mercy.

Think about the yesod here. Even when people are completely off the derech, even when their goals are wrong, the simple
fact that they are united and care about one another creates a massive zechus that holds back midas hadin. If this is true for
those rebelling against Hashem, how much more so is it true for us? When we, as frum Yidden trying to do Hashem's will,

stand together in achdus, we create an impenetrable shield of protection for Klal Yisrael.

We often think that to merit Hashem's bracha, we need to be perfect in every single area of our avodah. But the sugya of the
Migdal Bavel teaches us that the ultimate key to holding back judgment and bringing down shefa is how we talk to and treat
one another. When we stop bickering, when we overlook our differences and speak "saphah achas”, with a soft, unifying

language, Hashemsays, "I cannot destroy them."”

Today, make a conscious effort to build achdus in your immediate circle. When you speak to a family member, a coworker, or
a fellow mispallel in shul, use words that connect rather than divide. Avoid any cynical comments or sharp remarks that create

distance, and instead, use your speech to bring Yidden closer together.
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