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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
We begin this aliyah right after Sarah Imeinu, out of fear, denies that she laughed when she heard the news of having a child.
Hashem corrects her, establishing the absolute truth. Right after this, the malachimset out toward Sodom, and Avraham

Avinu, in his tremendous hachnasas orchim, walks along with themto escort them on their way.

Then, Hashem reveals His plans to Avraham Avinu. Because Avrahamis destined to become a great nation and will teach his
children to keep the way of Hashem through tzedakah and mishpat, Hashemdecides not to hide the impending destruction
of Sodomand Gomorrah. This sets the stage for one of the most powerful and moving tefillos in the entire Torah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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you did laugh but  No And He said she wasafraid for laugh Idid not  saying Sarah  And she denied
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for the matter areason whichgives of because as the expression serves the first youdidlaugh but etc. she wasafraid for
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not andHesaid ofbut inthe expression serves and the second that she feared because Sarah  and she denied
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if meanings in four serves the word’>  our Rabbis astheysaid youdidlaugh  but itis  like your word
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because but perhaps

(re)

Dy AP0 071N 079 39 By mpwm oUW own  ampn
with them was walking and Avraham Sodom the face of upon and they looked the men fromthere And they arose
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to escort them
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Your holiness  from the habitation of  from look forth except isforevil thatisinScripture  glancing  every And they glanced
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tomercy anger theattribute of thatitturns thepoor  giftsof  the powerof forgreatis 26  Devarim
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they were guests as he thought toescort them  tosend them
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in wonder I Shall Thide
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tohim  gave I hisknowledge without this thing todo forMe proper not inSodom am doing 1 that
1TO8R CayIdn P33 mNaw In YPW ARPR 19270 mwnm NN PINT NN
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mybeloved ~ whois thefather inform andnot thechildren — andshouldIdestroy nations
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the nations of all  in him and shall bless and mighty  great  anation willbecome surely and Avraham

themselves
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the earth
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and He mentioned him since is for a blessing a righteous man the mention of from here shall become surely And Avraham
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theearth thenationsof all  throughhim and tobless themselves great intoa nation
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after him his household and — hischildren —  he willcommand which  sothat Ihave known him For
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doIknowhim Andwhy andisfamiliar with him
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upon fits inorder not etcetera hischildren —  thathe will command of him I know like its Targum you explain it
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chapter1  Iyov Iyov. woulddo thus like  continuous action isan expression of He will command
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upon Hashem that He maybring inorder Hashem thewayof keep  hischildren commands  he so maybring inorder that
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raises whoever  we learn Avraham  upon butrather itissaid not  Avraham  the house of upon etc. Avraham
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dead heisnot itisasif righteous ason
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itisheavy because and theirsin itisgreat because and Amorah Sedom the outcry of Hashem And Hashemsaid
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very much
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from him He would conceal thatnot He said as that Hedid  Avraham to Hashem Andsaid
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great are translated thatthey because ontheBeis isbelow theaccent thatisinScripture rabah every itisgreat Because
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not andif destruction they have done toMe thatcomes whetheraccordingto andIwillsee please I will godown
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I will know
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justas  all byseeing  except capitalcases lawsof decide  thattheyshouldnot thejudges thisteaches now Iwillgodown
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the country  of  whether like her cry
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them Iwilldestroy butnot withsuffering them topunish Ishalldo what Ishallknow in theirrebellion they persist
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Iwilldo what thatImayknow fromyou yourornaments putoff andnow another inaplace wehavefound toit andsimilar
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inorder andkalah theyhavedone between apesik themarkof aseparation thereis and therefore 33 Shemos  toyou
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whom theykilled  one agirl  thecayof thecryof her  explained and our Rabbis from its companion aword —toseparate
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in Chelek asisexplained toapoorman food  shegave because unnatural adeath
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Hashem  before standing wasstill and Avraham toSodom and they went the men from there And they turned
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there accompanied them that Avraham from the place from there And they turned
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wicked  with righteous You destroy willindeed and said Avraham  And drew near
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ten two Shmuel etcetera Yoav andhedrew near for war drawingnear  we find Avraham  And he drew near
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Eliyahu andhedrewnear forprayer anddrawingnear Yehudah tohim andhedrewnear forappeasement anddrawingnear
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and forappeasement harshwords tospeak  Avraham entered these and forall eighteen one Melachim the prophet
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and for prayer
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translation
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wicked with righteous that Youdestroy incite You willanger itsexplanation sois
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forgive andnot destroy will Youindeed the city  within  righteous ones fifty there are  perhaps
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inits midst whoare righteousones  the fifty for the sake of  the place
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there are places five for andcity ity foreach righteousmen ten righteous fifty there are perhaps
70OR°TBT NORD MNP DOYWIT NN DORTET 19080 NP KRR ONY
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and it will be a wicked person with a righteous person to kill this  like the matter fromdoing fromYou Farbe it
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the Dispersion and tothe generationof  the Hood tothe generationof  Youdid — so and wicked
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tocome inthe world toyou Itisprofane
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anexpressionof ~ Hashofet of  theletter Heh patach witha chataph ispunctuated theearth  all ~ Shall the Judge of
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then I will forgive the city ~ within  righteous ones fifty in Sedom I find If Hashem And He said
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a metropolis was that Sodom and because the cities forall  the place forall etc. inSodom Iwillfind If
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the Scripture  onit  hung ofall of them andimportant
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dust andlam myLord to  tospeak TIhave ventured please behold andsaid ~— Avraham  And answered
-}
and ashes

al

: '3 mnw nwh o BRI iRD Snv¥Y onPNIn

two Shemos Moshe andwaspleased justas Idesired Ihave willed
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by andashes the kings handsof by  dust tobe fitting Twas andalready andashes dust AndIam
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forme stoodup that  Yourmercies wereitnotfor Nimrod handsof
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the city allof — for the five  will You destroy five righteous ones the fifty willlack  perhaps
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the universe ~ of  the Righteous One and You  city  foreach nine theyare andisitnot forthefive ~ Will You destroy
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and He said forty there there will be found perhaps and he said to Him  to speak yet  And he continued
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the forty for the sake of do it I will not
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ofthem  one letthemsave ten or ofthem two letthemsave twenty
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thirty there there will be found perhaps andIwillspeak my Lord  be angry please letnot And he said
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thirty there I find if do I will not And He said
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two Shemos Moshe andwaswilling like Idesired  Thave willed
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there there will be found perhaps thistime only and I willspeak my Lord be angry please letnot And he said
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the ten for the sake of ~ destroy I will not And He said ten
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the Judge for Himself went the defense counsel ~ wassilenced Assoonas etc. Hashem Andwent
g

79°D% AupRn  TIPURM MA0T PPRADI TR PPADI amipnd 2w @miaNy

and therefore  accuses  and the Prosecutor the Advocate  departed  theJudge departed  tohisplace returned And Avraham
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah describes how Hashem informs Avraham Avinu of the grave sins of Sodomand Gomorrah and His plan to
investigate and destroy them. Hearing this, Avraham steps forward to daven and plead on behalf of the people, asking
Hashemif He would destroy the righteous along with the wicked. Avrahambargains with Hashem, starting by asking if the
city can be spared for the sake of fifty tzaddikim, and continues to plead for forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty, and finally down

to ten tzaddikim. Once Hashemagrees that He would not destroy the city if ten tzaddikimare found, Hashem departs and

Avrahamreturns to his place.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the incredible yesod the Torah is teaching us here. When Hashemis about to destroy Sodom, He says, "Shall T hide
from Abraham what I amabout to do?" Why? Because Hashem knows that Avraham Avinu will teach his children to keep the
way of Hashemby doing "tzedakah u'mishpat”, righteousness and justice. And what does Avrahamdo the moment he hears

about the impending destruction? He doesn't say, "Well, they are resha'im, they deserve it."” He immediately steps forward to

daven, pleading and bargaining for the lives of people who were the absolute antithesis of everything he stood for.

This is the true definition of a Yid, the legacy of Avraham Avinu that we carry in our own blood. To walk in the ways of
Hashem means that we cannot remain indifferent to the pain or destruction of others, even those who seem completely
distant fromus. True tzedakah u'mishpat is not just about being honest in business or giving a few dollars to poor people; it is a
deep, burning responsibility for the well-being of every single one of Hashem's creations. When we see someone struggling,
physically or spiritually, our natural reaction must be to step forward and daven for them, to look for any merit we can find to

sweeten the judgment.

Lichoira, we might think, "Who amI to make a difference? I amjust a simple person.” But look at Avraham's words: "I am but
dust and ashes.” He knew his own smallness, yet he did not let that stop him from standing before the Ribbono shel Olam to

plead for an entire city. We must never underestimate the power of our tefillos and our care for another Yid.

Today, when you hear about someone who is going through a difficult time, or even someone who seems to be spiritually
drifting, do not just pass it by. Take one minute to stop, stand before Hashem, and say a heartfelt perek of Tehillimor a

personal tefillah for them, carrying on the legacy of Avraham Avinu.
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