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CVAYERA - 3RD ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the scene shifts from Avraham Avinu's tent to the wicked city of Sodom, where two of the angels arrive in the
evening. Lot, having learned the ways of hachnasas orchim fromhis uncle Avraham, is sitting at the city gate and eagerly
invites the guests into his home, urging themto stay despite their initial refusal. He prepares a feast for them, baking matzos,

but the wicked people of Sodom quickly surround the house, demanding that Lot hand over his guests to be abused.

We see the extreme midas Sdomas the entire population, young and old, gathers to oppose this act of chesed. Lot tries to
protect his guests, even offering his own daughters to the mob, but the people of Sodom turn on himin anger. The angels
intervene, pulling Lot back inside and striking the wicked crowd with blindness, before warning Lot that the destruction of
the city is imminent and instructing him to gather his family and flee.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and he saw Sodom in the gate of wassitting and Lot in the evening to Sodom the angels the two of And they came
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to the ground face and he bowed tomeetthem andherose Lot
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for himself he departed  his mission ~ thathedid once Sarah — toannounce to whocame and the third
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men it called them with them the Shechinah ~ when was men it called them and further on The angels
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like men byhim  frequent the angels and were was great whose strength  Avraham by explanation Another
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defense on their behalf toadvocate Avraham  would beable perhaps and they waited
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Bereishis overthem  judge theyappointedhim  day that  iswritten Hesat Sodom inthegateof sat  AndLot
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the guests for tolook helearned Avraham from the house of etc. Lot And Lotsaw
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and wash and spend the night yourservant the house of to please turnaside mylords please behold And he said
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we will spend the night in the square but no and theysaid on yourway and go and rise early your feet
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now Behold explanation Another byme thatyoupassed after tome lords youare now Behold mylords now Behold
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areentering thatyou theywill recognize sothatnot circuitous away tomyhouse thepath — bend  please turnaside
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Rabbah  Bereishis  turnaside itwassaid forthis there
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towash  that andafter first tolodge . people  of theway isitindeed  your feet and wash and lodge
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now theycame like  appear sothattheywill theirfeet  with the dustof here thattheyremain itisbetter he said
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wash  that andafter first lodge hesaid therefore
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dedine and we donot toaninferior thatwe decline from here do so theysaid buttoAvraham nay And theysaid
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we willlodge thecity of inthestreet  but  yourhouse
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for them and he made hishouse into and they entered tohim and they turned greatly them And he urged
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and they ate  he baked and matzos  a feast
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itwas Passover hebaked andunleavened bread
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their character whatis Lot asking for they were the angels of inthemouths were thecity and themen of
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about them  speaking  while they were still wicked most of themare tothem wassaying andhe and their deeds
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surrounded wickedness menof thecity andthemenof theverse of  Andthe plain meaning etcetera Sodom  and the men of
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and the menof theverse thatsaid justas Sodom menof theyarecalled wicked  thattheywere because thehouse
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and sinners  were wicked Sodom
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in theirhands protesting of them  one  forthereisnot theotherend until thecity fromtheendof fromtheend thepeople All
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among them thereisnot  one  arighteous person  foreven
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tonight toyou  came who the men where are tohim and theysaid Lot to  And they called
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Rabbah Bereishis aman theyknew not that like amale inthelyingof  them and we may know
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behind him he shut and the door to the entrance Lot tothem And he went out
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doevil  my brothers please donot and he said
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them  please let me bring out a man have known not who  daughters two tome please Behold
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they have come  that  onaccountof formyhonor youshalldo  this  thekindness because theyhavecome asmuchas - for
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now constantly and he judges tosojourn came the one and theysaid furtherback step And they said

NaYH Wy TR viv3 weN2 MR oon 97 Y

tobreak  and they drew near greatly against Lot against the man and they pressed than to them toyou we will do worse
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get  tohim theysaid the daughters regarding tothem whathesaid concerning yourheart filledyou how  thestrangers
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came this one thestrangers  for interceding thathe was andregarding gentleness anexpression of out of the way
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of us areprover and you have become
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andtoopen  tolock  that whichswings itis  The door
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and — into the house  to them Lot — and they brought theirhand —— the men And they stretched out
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they shut  the door
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Rabbah Bereishis from them the punishment began therefore
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your wife  besides this inthecity else toyou isthere who theverse of theplainsense here haveyou whom yet
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from takeout anddaughters  sons or ason-in-law toyou thereis andif andyourdaughters andyoursons Son-in-law
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who like this  disgrace they do since yet and from Midrash whoare married your daughters the sonsof and yoursons
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the place — we are destroying ~ for
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todestroy it Hashem and He sentus Hashem
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from goout arise  andhe said his daughters who married his sons-in-law  to  and he spoke Lot  And wentout
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his sons-in-law in the eyes of like a jester and he was the city =~ —  Hashem isdestroying for  this the place
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inthecity tohim were married  daughters  two  his sons-in-law
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tothem were betrothed whowere in the house that those his daughters those marrying
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the dawn And when
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they hurried him and they pressed like its translation And they urged
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is the settlement and this thereis and from Midrash torescue them inthe house foryou those thatareready Those thatare found
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that wasended until istranslated two Devarim the generation all theendingof wuntil destroyed youwillbe lestyoube ended
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daughters histwo and the hand of hiswife and the hand of his hand the men and they seized And he delayed
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the city outside and they sethim and they brought him  upon him Hashem in the mercy of
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itissaid therefore ~ Sodom  tooverthrow and hiscompanion torescue him anemissary was ofthem one  And theylaid hold
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youarenot aresaved  you Avraham  andin the meritof with them wickedlysinned  you  behind you look  Donot
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my lords  please  no to them Lot  And said
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tothe mountain ~ toescape  tome say donot please  not

2!

MR YR N

request  isanexpression of Please
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you have done  which  your kindness and you made great in youreyes favor yourservant hasfound please Behold
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will overtake me lest to the mountain  toescape  will be able not and I my soul — tokeepalive with me
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wicked Iam yourdeeds accordingto  tome and since you came among them
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isitnot  there  please letme flee is small and it there to flee is near this the city please Behold
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Avraham  wasborn until and from there 91 behold 29 Terach wasborn until andfrom Nachor 62  behold
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until the Dispersal from the generation of behold  years 99  theageof Avraham  was  Sodom and whenwas destroyed
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init mysoul andmaylive youleaveit if  tobe particular foryou thereisnot arefew init and people
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the dramatic rescue of Lot and his family from the doomed city of Sodom. Although Lot's sons-in-law mock
his warnings of the impending destruction, the angels urge Lot to hurry as dawn breaks, eventually grabbing him, his wife,
and his two daughters by the hand to drag themout of the city due to Hashem's mercy. Once outside, the angels command
themto flee for their lives without looking back, but Lot, fearing he cannot make it to the hills in time, begs to be allowed to

escape to a nearby small town instead.

HWS??Q? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is showing us a fascinating, scary picture of how a person can get stuck in a bad environment. Look at Lot. He
knows Sodomis evil, he knows the angels are there to destroy it, and the angels are literally screaming at him to run for his
life. Yet, the pasuk says, "Vayismahmah”, he hesitated, he dragged his feet. Even when he finally starts moving, he begs not to
go to the mountains, but to stay in a nearby small town. Why? Because when you live in a place of spiritual darkness, it gets

under your skin. Even when you know you have to leave, a part of you wants to linger.

This is a powerful yesod in our own avodas Hashem. Sometimes we know we have a bad habit, a toxic environment, ora
negative influence in our lives that we must break away from. We know it is destroying us. But the yetzer hara makes us
hesitate. We say, "I'll stop next week,"” or "Let me just keep a small connection to it." We try to negotiate, just like Lot did,

wanting to stay in the "small town" nearby instead of making a clean break.

Lichoira, the only way to truly save ourselves is to not look back and not linger. When you recognize something is holding

you back spiritually, you cannot afford to hesitate or make compromises. You have to run.

Today, identify one negative habit, bad influence, or waste of time that you know you need to cut out of your life, and make

a clean, immediate break from it without lingering or negotiating.
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