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VAYERA . 5TH ALIYAH

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we learn about the great simcha of the birth of Yitzchak to Avrahamand Sarah in their old age, a miracle that
brings laughter and wonder to everyone who hears of it. We see the child grow and get weaned, which Avraham celebrates
with a great feast. But the simcha is quickly met with a serious nisayon as Sarah sees Yishmael, the son of Hagar, playing in a

way that threatens Yitzchak's spiritual future.

Sarah demands that Avraham cast out Hagar and her son so that Yishmael will not inherit together with Yitzchak. Although
this dabar is very painful to Avraham, Hashem tells him to listen to everything Sarah says, assuring him that his true seed will be
called through Yitzchak. Avraham sends themaway into the midbar, where they face a desperate situation when their water

runs out.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah follows the birth and weaning of Yitzchak, Sarah's demand to expel Hagar and Yishmael, and Hashem's
instruction to Avrahamto obey Sarah's voice. Avrahamsends them off into the wilderness of Beer-sheba with bread and water;
when the water is finished, Hagar casts the boy under a bush and weeps froma distance. Hashem hears the cry of the lad and
sends an angel to comfort Hagar, opening her eyes to find a well of water, and the aliyah concludes with Yishmael growing

up in the wilderness of Paran and marrying a wife from Mitzrayim.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah tells us that when Yishmael was crying in the desert, the malach told Hagar, "For Hashemhas heard the voice of
the lad where he is." Rashi brings down the famous Chazal that the angels were complaining: "Ribono shel Olam, this person
is going to kill Your children in the future, and You are bringing himup a well?” Hashemanswered them, "Right now, is he a

tzaddik or a rasha?” They said, "A tzaddik." Hashemreplied, "According to his actions of right now, I judge him."

Think about the depth of this yesod. Lichoira, we look at ourselves, our past failures, or our future worries, and we feel
completely blocked. We think, "How can I stand in front of Hashemand daven when I know ny shortcomings?” Or we look
at our children or our chavrusas and judge thembased on where we think they are heading. But the Ribbono shel Olam
teaches us a completely different derech in avodah: "Ba'asher hu sham", Hashemlooks at you exactly where you are standing

at this very second.

If you make a ratzon right now to do teshuvah, to leamn one mishnah with cheshkek, or to daven with a bit more kavanah,
Hashemdoesn't bring up your past or calculate your future struggles. At this moment, you are a tzaddik in His eyes. This is a
tremendous chizuk for our emunah. We do not need to be crushed by the weight of tomorrow’s nisyonos; we only need to be

true to Hashemin the present moment.

Today, when you stand up to daven or sit down to leamn, block out all the noise of your past mistakes and future worries.
Focus entirely on making this one present moment a moment of ratzon, knowing that Hashemis judging and loving you

"ba'asher hu sham’, exactly as you are right now.
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