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CVAYERA - 6TH ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we see Avimelech, the king of the Plishtim, coming to Avraham Avinu together with Phichol, the general of his
amy. Seeing how Hashemis clearly with Avrahamin everything he does, Avimelech secks to establish a treaty of peace and
loyalty between their families for generations to come. Avrahamagrees to swear, but first he uses the opportunity to bring upa

serious grievance regarding a water well that Avimelech's servants had wrongfully seized.

After Avimelech claims he had no prior knowledge of the theft, the two of themseal their covenant with a gift of sheep and
cattle. Avrahamsets aside seven specific ewes as a unique testimony that he was the one who dug the disputed well, leading to
the naming of the place as Beer-sheba. The aliyah concludes with Avraham planting an eshel, calling out in the name of
Hashem, and dwelling in the land of the Plishtim for many years.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying Avraham to  hisarmy general of and Phichol — Avimelech  and he said that at the time And it was
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inhisoldage hiswife and wasremembered intohishand and theyfell he fought
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and with ny child withme you will deal falsely thatnot here by God to me swear And now
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the land and with withme youshalldo withyou Ihave done  that like the kindness and with my grandchild
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theson upon the father themercyof here wuntil andtomygrandson andtomyson
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Rabbah  Bereishis
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will swear I Avraham And said
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— Avraham And Abraham
reproached
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Avimelech the servants of had seized

which  the water the well of the matter of concerning  Avimelech
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this about withhim heargued Andhe reproved
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told not you andalso this the matter — did who Iknew not Avimelech And said
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acovenant bothofthem and they made  to Avimelech  and he gave and cattle sheep  Avraham  And took

Pasuk 7

ATTE7 INT NP2D P3P N§ oTEK 3

by themselves the flock  ewes of seven — Avraham  And he set
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you have set  which these ewes seven are they what  Avraham to Avimelech And said
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by themselves
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that astestimony forme it will be so that frommy hand you shall take ewes seven —  that And he said
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this the well — I dug
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this  tome shallbe inorderthat
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thirty-one Bereishis the pillar  and a witness justas feminine of  testimony anexpressionof forawitness
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dugit we and saying Avimelech  the shepherdsof — overit were quarreling  the well —  Thavedug that
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itis his towardshim  the waters and willrise thewell —at thatwillappear who any between themselves theysaid
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Avraham towards  and they rose
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both of them swore there because Sheva  Be'er that to the place he called - Therefore
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hisarmy  the general of and Phichol ~ Avimelech  and there arose  Sheva in Beer acovenant And they sealed
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the Philistines  the land of  to  and they returned
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said andone atthemeal fortheguests fruits fromit tobring anorchard said one andShmuel Rav  Eshel
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asitissaid regardingtents planting the expressionof andwefind  fruits  kindsof all andinit  forlodging aninn
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11 Daniel  his palace the tentsof and he shall plant
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think of His whose youate  Him bless tothem hewouldsay anddrank they ate after  the universe
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many days the Philistines in the land of ~ Avraham  And sojourned
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twenty-six andhere years twenty-five hespent inHebron Hebron thoseof than more numerous  many Days
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and he dwelt andhecame year thatsame from Haran athisdeparture hewas years seventy-five asonof forbehold
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he was his places forinall ~ there except thathesettled this before havewefound fornot ~ Mamre by the plains of
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from there and heremoved  Avram  and he passed asitissaid andgoeson andjourneys whopitchescamp like a guest
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not andin Mitzrayim twelve Genesis toMitzrayim  Avram  and he wentdown intheland afamine and there was
TYovyen? PN MM WP MY MW oUW nwew NP awy
until onhisjourneys and he went immediately Pharaoh senthimaway forbehold — months three except did he spend
mPRmIY 7Y 3w ow , a™ ow 17302 WR NImn o cibN3 2w Nan
was overthrown until he dwelt there thirteen there areinHebron which  Mamre by the plains of and dwelt he came
TIN? N} wi? Y A caem DA own o yenl T miTY
totheland of and he came Lot of  theshame becauseof Avraham from there andhejourneyed immediately ~Sodom

BoonPRT 3N W3 inpomy wRWI MY M7 MY v 1m oonwvs

the angels tohim came of his circumcision onthe third forbehold hewas years ninety-nine andasonof the Philistines
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did come and not the first ones than more numerous  many days itiswritten andhere years twenty-five behold
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more  or years  bytwo thanthem morenumerous theywere andif tospecify but  toleave vague the Scripture
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Avimelech and Phichol approaching Avraham to swear a covenant of truthfulness and loyalty, which
Avrahamaccepts. Avraham then reproves Avimelech over a stolen well, and after Avimelech denies any knowledge of the
matter, they seal their pact with livestock, including seven ewes set apart by Avrahamto prove his ownership of the well. After
naming the place Beer-sheba to mark their oath, Avimelech and Phichol return home, while Avraham plants a tamarisk tree,

invokes the name of Hashem, the Everlasting Elokim, and remains in the land of the Plishtim for a long period.

HW‘JD? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is showing us a fascinating dynamic in this parsha. Abimelech and Phicol come to Avraham Avinu because they see
that "Elokimimcha b'chol asher atah oseh”, they recognize that Hashemis with himin everything. Yet, immediately after
agreeing to make a treaty, what does Avrahamdo? The pasuk says, "V'yochach Avrahames Abimelech.” He openly
reproaches himabout the well of water that Abimelech's servants had stolen. Lichoira, why bring up a fight right now when

you are trying to seal a peace treaty?

The chiddush here is that true peace and kiddush Hashem cannot be built on a foundation of swept-under-the-rug
dishonesty. Avraham Avinu teaches us that being a person of Hashem, someone who walks with emunah and integrity, means
we do not ignore injustice or theft just to keepa fake, comfortable quiet. True shalom requires clarity and truth. Avrahamdid

not let the stolen well slide; he brought it to light, resolved it with proof, and only then did they cut the covenant.

In our own lives, we often face situations in business, family, or shul where we want to keep the peace, so we stay quiet about
things that are wrong, dishonest, or unfair. We think that ignoring the problemis the "frum" or polite thing to do. But the
Torah is teaching us that real avodas Hashem demands that we address issues head-on, with respect but with absolute truth.

When we resolve things honestly, we actually create a much stronger, more genuine connection with others.

Today, if there is an unresolved issue, a small misunderstanding, or a business matter that was left vague or unfair, do not just
let it slide for a fake peace. Speak up gently, clarify the truth, and build your relationships on a foundation of absolute
honesty.

W - R - MW Oy win i - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text CHUMASH WITH RASHI - VAYERA - 6TH ALIYAH - 13 PASUKS




