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CV'ZOT HABERACHAH - 1ST ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

We begin the final parsha of the Torah, Parshas V'Zot HaBerachah, where Moshe Rabbeinu, the ish HaElokim, prepares to
leave this world by giving his final, holy berachos to the Bnei Yisrael. Before addressing the individual shevatim, Moshe
Rabbeinu begins with a beautiful introduction that recalls the giving of the Torah, describing how Hashem approached the
Bnei Yisrael from Sinai, Seir, and Paran, and how the nation lovingly accepted the Torah as an inheritance for the
congregation of Yaakov.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Paran  fromMount He appeared tothem fromSeir andshone came fromSinai Hashem And he said
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he opened and afterwards the Omnipresent  of  with the praise first he opened came from Sinai Hashem And he said
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andnot that theyacceptit  Yishmael — tothesonsof and Heoffered there because Hewent  Paran  from Mount Heappeared
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bearing at Your feet aligned themselves and they are in Yourhand Hisholy ones all  nations loving Even
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apeople iscalled andone one each the tribes — Heloved exceeding love Also peoples Heloved Even
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11 B kb L = hAFY Dam 53", n"h

fromyou shallbe nations andacongregationof anation 35

i)
N DNMW WM 17A¥D LANN NIMI3 DORUTED MiYRl TR vwp Bs
Aleph  Shmuel thatissaid like the matter with Him are hidden therighteous thesoulsof arein Yourhand Hisholyones All

Hiin > ":I’u'll'?N "M DX o' 1113: A ’;"HS WEJ ﬂlj?;:l'l:" n"s
Sifrei your God  Hashem — thelife  inthebundleof bound mylord thesoulof andshallbe 25

!

Ao 7in? mEy  wan v L,19% @R am AR en am

of the underpart intothe middle themselves theybetook because ofthis aredeserving andthey atYourfoot sat  Andthey
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Sifrei  Your Torah the yoke of upon themselves theybore — of Your words  they bore
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and we will not we have seizedit ~ Yaakov  tothe congregationof itis aninheritance Moshe us commanded which The Torah
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there see  Bilhah theincidentof tohim beremembered thatnot tocome intheworld hedie andletnot
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

In this first aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu praises the Bnei Yisrael for their devotion in following Hashem's steps and accepting His
words when the Torah was commanded to them. He then begins his specific blessings to the shevatim, starting with Reuven,
praying that he should live and not die and that his numbers be counted. Moshe then blesses Yehudah, asking Hashemto

hear Yehudah's voice, return himsafely frombattle, and help himagainst his adversaries.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us a beautiful yesod in this first aliyah. When Moshe Rabbeinu comes to bless the Yidden before his
histalkus, he doesn't just give them individual brachos right away. First, he speaks about Kabalas HaTorah, and then he says
the famous pasuk, "Torah tziva lanu Moshe morasha kehilas Yaakov." The Gemara in Pesachim teaches us that the Torah is a
"morasha," an inheritance, for every single Yid. It is not a cold, intellectual pursuit meant only for the elite or the naturally

gifted. It belongs to you, b'davka, as a direct inheritance from your ancestors.

Lichoira, we have to ask: why is this the introduction to the brachos of the shevatim? The teretz is that the greatest bracha a
Yid can ever receive is the realization that the Torah is his personal inheritance. Sometimes the yetzer hara tries to make a
person feel like an outsider in the bais medrash, as if the Torah belongs only to the gedolim or the ones who can learn for
hours without a break. But the Tanna is telling us that the Torah is "morasha kehilas Yaakov", it belongs to the entire

congregation, to every single neshama, no matter where you currently stand in your avodas Hashem.

When you open a Gemara or a Chumash, you are not visiting someone else's property; you are walking into your own home.
You are claiming what is rightfully yours. Every single word of Torah you learn connects you directly to the chain of mesorah
that started at Har Sinai. This realization should fill us with immense simcha and a deep sense of responsibility to claimour

inheritance every single day.

Today, when you sit down to learn, even if it is only for five minutes, say to yourself before you begin: "This Torah is my

personal inheritance from Hashem, and I am claiming it right now."
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