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CV'ZOT HABERACHAH - 2ND ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues his final berachos to the shevatim, focusing here on Shevet Levi and Shevet
Binyamin. Moshe praises Levi for their absolute loyalty to Hashem, recalling how they stood strong during the trials in the
midbar and put their commitment to Hashem's covenant above all personal and family considerations. Because of this
devotion, they are chosen to be the teachers of Torah to Klal Yisrael and to perform the sacred avodah in the Beis
HaMikdash.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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at Massah You tested whom  of Your piety be with the man and Your Urim Your Thummim he said And of Levi
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Meribah  the watersof at  You challenged him
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hesaid Levi andregarding hesaid And of Levi
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isspeaking  He  the Shechinah towards and Your Urim Your Thummim
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those whomurmured therestof with did theymurmur thatnot with trials You tested him  Whom
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the watersof at  Thoudidst strive with him another explanation according toits Targum  etc. ~ Thou didst strive with him
0597 NI WRY Wy nwh ox ,nPobya Xab o iv nopno: , 12%n
yerebels now  hear said  Moshe if  withapretext tocome againsthim Thou didst seek an Meribah

occasion
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hisson and — he recognized not hisbrothers and — Isawhim  not and of his mother of his father Who said
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they guarded and Your covenant Yourword  they observed for he knew not his children
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for Hashem whoeveris  andIsaid  with the calf when theysinned Thaveseenhim not and tohismother tohisfather Whosaid
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the fatherof — tokill andIcommanded them Ievi thesonsof all tome gathered 32 Shemos  tome
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theydid andso hisdaughter thesonof or from hismother hisbrother — or from Israel  andhe his mother
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forbehold literally

hissons and likewise from his father and his brother literally his father toexplain and it is impossible
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Levi  thesonsof all  there asitissaid ofthem one sinned not ILevi andfrom thetribeof theyare Levites
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did not Yisrael of inthedesert whowereborn  for those

circumcision the covenant of they guarded And Your covenant
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theirsons ~— andcircumdising circumcised were andthey theirsons — circumdise
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before Your nostrils  incense  they shall place to Yisrael and Your Torah to Yaakov Your laws They shall teach
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Your altar  upon and whole-offerings
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for this  these are worthy Yourjudgments They shall teach
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those who rise against  the loins of ~ smite favor his hands and the work of his substance Hashem  Bless
him
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rising from and his enemies
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thatissaid like the matter  theloins ~ withablowof those whorise againsthim  smite  those whorise against him  the loins of ~ Smite
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thus hesaid the Kehunah against those whocontest and regarding make totter continually and their loins 69 Tehillim
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and he prayed the Greeks with towage war andhissons ~Chashmonai  that theyare destined he saw another explanation
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99  Rabbah Bereishis accept favorably hishands and the work of hisarmy Hashem Bless itissaid therefore
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arecovery tothem fromhaving andthose whohate him those whorise againsthim  smite risingup  from and those whohate him
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the day all overhim He hovers by Him insafety shalldwell Hashem the beloved of he said Of Binyamin
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He dwells His shoulders and between
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Binyamin andthatof thesacrifices wasintheserviceof ILevi thatthe blessingof because hesaid Of Binyamin
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afterhim  Yosef andhejuxtaposed tothis this hejuxtaposed them in his portion the Sanctuary the House of was in the building of
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the tentof and He rejected 78 Tehillim  asitissaid inhisportion built  was Shiloh  the Tabernacleof he  foreven
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overhim andprotects  him  Hecovers overhim chofef
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except  built  the Sanctuary the House of was hisland on the height of shallhe dwell his shoulders And between
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Dovid  of theintention was andthere Eitam  fromthespringof cubits andthree twenty  thatit waslower
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because alittlelower it  letusplace theysaid 54 Zevachim holysacrifices in the slaughter of asitis tobuild it
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than his shoulders more  inanox finer toyou thereisnot shall he dwell his shoulders and between thatitis written

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Moshe's berachah to Levi, praising their faithfulness at Massah and Meribah, and their selflessness

during the cheit ha'egel when they executed Hashem's judg ment without showing favoritism to relatives. Moshe blesses them

to be the spiritual guides of the nation, teaching the halachos and bringing the ketores and olah offerings on the Mizbeach,

while asking Hashem to bless their resources and defeat their adversaries. The aliyah concludes with the berachah to

Binyamin, who is promised safety and security, described beautifully as resting securely under Hashem's protection with the

Shechinah dwelling between his shoulders in his portion of Eretz Yisrael.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us a tremendous chiddush about what it takes to become a true kli for Torah and avodah. When Moshe
Rabbeinu blesses Shevet Levi, he praises them for being the ones who said of their parents, brothers, and children, "I consider
themnot.” Rashi brings down that when the Bnei Yisrael sinned, Shevet Levi did not look at family biases or personal
connections; they stood up purely for the kavod of Hashem. Because they were 117 on their own personal feelings and put
Hashem's ratzon above everything else, they zocheh to the next pasuk: "They shall teach Your laws to Jacoband Your

instructions to Israel.”

Lichoira, we would have thought that to be a great rebbe or a marbitz Torah, you just need a good head and a lot of
diligence. But the Torah is teaching us that the real key to Torah leadership and influence is the willingness to step outside of
your own personal interests and biases. When a Yid is ready to put his own personal touch, his family honor, and his social

standing aside because he wants only what Hashem wants, that is when he becomes a vessel worthy of teaching Klal Yisrael.

We all face moments where doing the right thing, the true ratzon Hashem, clashes with our social comfort, our family
dynamics, or our personal pride. The yetzer hara whispers that we should compromise just a little bit to keep the peace or to
look good in the eyes of others. But the true path of Levi is to have that holy strength to say, "I only see Hashem's truth right
now." When you make that kabbalah, Hashemblesses your efforts and gives you the siyata d'Shmaya to influence everyone

around you for the good.

Today, when you face a choice where the right thing to do is socially uncomfortable or goes against your personal bias,

choose the ratzon of Hashem anyway, without looking at what others will say.
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