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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues his holy berachos to the shevatim before his histalkus, focusing here on the final
individual shevatim: Dan, Naphtali, and Asher. We sce how Moshe compares Dan to a powerful lion's whelp, and how he
blesses Naphtali with abundance and Asher with oil and strength. Lichoira, these berachos are not just physical promises, but
they represent the unique koach and tafkid that each shevet received to serve Hashem in their respective portions in Eretz

Yisrael.

Following the individual berachos, Moshe transitions into a beautiful, heartfelt praise of Hashemand His relationship with
Klal Yisrael, whom he calls Yeshurun. He describes the unique protection and majesty that Hashem provides for His nation,
riding through the heavens to come to our aid. This sets the stage for the final, exalted words of blessing for the entire nation.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the Bashan from he leaps alion isa whelpof Dan hesaid And toDan
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there  tolions  he compareshim therefore tothe border  close was he even ofalion isacub Dan
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and it Pameas  from the cave of from his portion goingout the Jordan thatwas asits Targum  the Bashan from he shall leap
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anditsspurting Dan  Leshem andtheycalled 19  Yehoshua asitissaid Dan  of intheportion whichis Leshem
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intotwo anddivides one fromaplace goesout this gush justas another explanation the Bashan from and its gushing
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in the northwest they took first places intwo aportion took Dan of thetribe so places
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whichis Leshem against and theyfought andtheycame forthem sufficed andnot and its surroundings  Ekron
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and it Pameas  from the cave of goesout the Jordan for behold . in the northeast  and it Pameas
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Salt the Sea of attheedgeof andends tothesouth fromthenorth andcomes  Yisrael — theLandof  of in the east
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in the Book of is explained justas Yisrael  theLandof of inthesouth whotook Yehudah intheeastof whichis
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the childrenof and wentup fromthem Dan the childrenof the borderof and wentforth there whatissaid andthatis Yehoshua
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init toinherit thattheybegan direction that fromall theirborder wentforth etc.  Leshem against andfought Dan
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and the south the west Hashem the blessing of and full of favor sated with O Naftali he said And of Naftali
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possess
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itsinhabitants the desire of all satisfied with hisland  that was desire  Satisfied with
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arope'slength the fullness of and he received intohis portion fell Kinneret Theseaof possessthou and thesouth The sea
X"D "3 niimamY ooman weh ,AmiaTR oan
chapter eighty-one BavaKamma  and meshes nets tospreadout  onitssouth  of fishing-coast
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which is above and the accent 1 Devarim take possession  goup like command isanexpressionof take possession
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above theaccent willbe theletterheh toit whenoneadds  hear take know forgive justas  proves  ontheresh
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Gedolah  and in the Masorah command isan expression of take possession here  so hear take know forgive
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on the penultima  whose accentis command  of expressions of list in the alphabetical ~ we find

4937 12 DAV PON NI M WNR 2°12R TN MR WK
his foot in oil and dip  his brothers favored by may he be be Asher above sons blessed he said And of Asher
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with children whowasblessed  the tribes  amongall toyou thereisnot inthe Sifrei Thaveseen  Asher abovesons Blessed
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and they and with fine fruits  unripe olives ~ withoil of tohis brothers  pleasing  forhe was hisbrethren accepted of let him be
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beautiful his daughters because were his brethren accepted of let him be another explanation ~ withgrain ~ him  pleased
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his daughters thatwere  Birzayith  wasthe fatherof  he 7 Chronicles I . in Chronicles whatisstated and this is
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olive  withoil of whowere anointed  and Kings High to Priests married
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where theyneeded andanincident likeaspring  oil ~ flowingwith hisland  thatwas  his foot inoil  And he shall dip
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in Menachot asitis etcetera one anagent for themselves they appointed oil Laodicia  the people of
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is your strength and as your days are your doorbolts and copper Iron
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dwelling  their mighty men that were Yisrael allof towards speaks he now are your locks and copper  Iron
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is closed it asif intoit toenter theenemies will be able sothatnot it and locking  the border in the cities of
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your land are your locks and copper  iron  anotherexplanation and copper  iron of and bars with locks
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of the lock was Asher of andtheland andcopper iron  fromthem thatthey quarry by mountains islocked
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Sifrei Yisrael the Land of
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your beginning  the days of which theyare foryou good that theyare and like the days soshall be your strength  And as your days
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and decline flowaway languish  which they youroldage thedaysof shallbe so youryouth the daysof
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you that the days  all your days like the number of soshall be your strength  And as your days Another explanation
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and gold silver pouring  willbe  thelands  thatall yourflowing shallbe the Omnipresent  of  thewill  perform
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and draw from it are sustained thelands andall with fruits  blessed  because it will be Yisrael tothe land of
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it pour because they from them isexhausted andthegold thesilver askorant and theirgold theirsilver toit
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the skies and in His majesty to helpyou the heavens Whorides O Jeshurun like God There is none
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the nations  the gods of amongall like God that thereisnone O Jeshurun foryourself Know O Jeshurun like God There is none
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is their rock  like your Rock  and not
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skies rides He andinHis majesty Whoisinyourhelp — God that He is heaven  rider of

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the berachah to Dan, comparing himto a lion's whelp leaping from the Bashan, followed by the
berachah to Naphtali, who is sated with favor and full of Hashems blessing to possess the south and west. Next, Asher is
blessed to be the most favored of brothers, dipping his foot in oil, with doorbolts of iron and copper to ensure security all his
days. Finally, Moshe praises Hashem, declaring there is none like Elokim, Who rides the heavens and skies in His majesty to

help Yeshurun.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at how Moshe Rabbeinu blesses the shevatimin our parshah. When he comes to Naphtali, he describes himas "sated
with favor and full of Hashem's blessing.” Rashi is immediately bothered by this: how can a person be completely sated and
full of blessing in a physical world where there is always something more to want? The teretz lies in the very nature of

Naphtali's portion in Eretz Yisrael. His land was blessed with the sweet fruits of Ginosar, a place where the physical bounty

was so complete and satisfying that it left a person feeling truly whole, with no lack.

The chiddush here goes much deeper than just the agricultural quality of a piece of land. The Torah is teaching us a
fundamental yesod in our own avodas Hashem. True blessing is not about the sheer quantity of what you have; it is about the
feeling of being "sated with favor.” It is the midda of being sameach b'chelko, where you look at your life, your family, and
your parnassah, and you feel completely full of Hashem's goodness, without looking over your shoulder at what someone

else has.

Lichoira, the yetzer hara always tries to convince us that we are missing something, that if we only had a bit more money, a
bigger house, ora different situation, then we would be happy. But the berachah of Naphtali teaches us that Hashem's
blessing is already right in front of us. When we train ourselves to see the chessed in our daily lives, we become "full of

Hashem's blessing” in reality.

Today, when you sit down to eat or when you look at your family, take thirty seconds to pause and consciously think about
one specific chessed Hashem has given you, and say to yourself: "I am truly full of Hashem's blessing, and I need nothing else

right now."
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