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CV'ZOT HABERACHAH - 7TH ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this final, deeply moving aliyah of the Torah, we stand with Moshe Rabbeinu as he ascends from the plains of Moav to the
top of Har Nevo. Hashem shows him the entire Eretz Yisrael in all its beauty and future history, from Gilad until Dan, and
reassures him that this is indeed the land promised to the Avos. Although Moshe is shown the land with his own eyes, Hashem

tells him that he will not cross over to enter it.

We then read of the histalkus of Moshe Rabbeinu, the loyal servant of Hashem, who passes away at the age of one hundred
and twenty with his physical streng th and vision completely undimmed. The Torah describes his burial by Hashemin an
unknown place, the thirty days of mourning kept by Bnei Yisrael, the transition of leadership to Yehoshua bin Nun, and a
final, eternal tribute to Moshe's unmatched prophecy and the awesome miracles he performed before the eyes of all Yisrael.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah traces the final moments of Moshe Rabbeinu as he views the Promised Land from Har Nevo, followed by his
death and burial by Hashem in the valley of Moav. After Bnei Yisrael complete their thirty days of mourning, the leadership
transitions smoothly to Yehoshua, who is filled with the spirit of wisdom. The Torah concludes with a powerful praise of
Moshe Rabbeinu, establishing that no other prophet ever arose in Yisrael with his level of face-to-face prophecy, nor with the
capacity to perform the awesome signs and wonders that Moshe displayed before Pharaoh in Mitzrayimand in the sight of all

Yisrael.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah ends with the ultimate praise of Moshe Rabbeinu, highlighting "all the great might and awesome power that
Moshe displayed before all Israel." Rashi is immediately bothered by this: what was this greatest, most awesome act that
crowns the entire Torah? Rashi brings the Chazal that this refers to Moshe breaking the Luchos, the Tablets, after the Chet
HaEgel, and that Hashemagreed with his decision. Lichoira, this is mind-boggling. Of all the miracles, the splitting of the

sea, the giving of the Torah, the Manna, the greatest praise of Moshe is that he broke the Luchos?

The yeshivish sevara here is deep and touches the very core of our avodah. When Moshe saw the Yidden worshipping the
golden calf, he realized that giving them the holy Luchos in that state would completely destroy them, as they would be
liable for betraying the Torah they just received. Moshe made a painful, terrifying decision to shatter the holiest object on
earth to protect the neshamos of Klal Yisrael. He put his own spiritual standing on the line, willing to destroy the Luchos, just

to save his people. This teaches us that the ultimate purpose of the entire Torah is the connection and survival of the Jewish

people.

Mimeila, we see that true greatness in Torah is not just about personal spiritual heights or holding onto abstract holiness. It is
about having the responsibility and the heart to care for another Yid, even when they are far, and doing whatever it takes to
help them. Hashemagreed with Moshe because Moshe understood that the neshama of a Yid is even holier than the Luchos

themselves.

Today, look at someone in your life who might be struggling spiritually or emotionally. Instead of holding onto your own
comfort or spiritual bubble, step out of your way to show them warmth, judge them favorably, or offer a helping hand,

remembering that caring for Hashem's children is the greatest crown of the Torah.
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