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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

LJ THE SUGYA

We begin the daf by continuing our discussion of the credibility of kohanim regarding blemishes on a firstborn animal. The
Gemara asks whether we can accept hearsay testimony—where one witness testifies in the name of another—to permit a
blemished bechor. We also look at a case where a kohen brings a blemished bechor and claims he didn't know it was a firstborn
until now, analyzing this through the lens of "the mouth that prohibited is the mouth that permitted” and the power of a
miggo.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara answers: You can say that Rabbi Meir says that kohanimare suspect for a concern that they might cause a blemish,

but to establish them as definitely causing blemishes, did he say this? Certainly not.
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A dilemma was raised before them: Regarding hearsay testimony, where one witness testifies in the name of another, what

is the halacha for testimony of a firstborn animal's blemish?

STATEMENT
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Rav Asi prohibits permitting the firstborn based on this, and Rav Ashi permits it.
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Rav Asi said to Rav Ashi: But didn't the Tanna of the school of Menashe teach: Hearsay testimony is not valid except

for the testimony of a woman to permit her to remarry when her husband dies!
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Rav Ashi replied: Emend the baraisa and teach it this way: Except for testimony for which a woman is kosher herself, which

includes testifying on a firstborn's blemish.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Rav Yeimar declared valid hearsay testimony regarding a firstborn. Mareimar called out about him

mockingly: "Yeimar permits firstborns!”
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And the halacha is: Hearsay testimony is valid for the testimony of a firstborn.
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Rabbi Ile'a said: If they did not have an established presumption about it that it is a firstborn, and one came and said

that it is a firstborn and its blemish is with it, meaning it was blemished inadvertently, he is believed.
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The Gemara asks: What is this coming to teach us? Is it that 'the mouth that prohibited is the mouth that permitted'?
But we already learned this in a Mishnah: A woman who said, "I was a married woman and now I am divorced,” is

believed, because the mouth that prohibited is the mouth that permitted!
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say: There by the woman it is different, since if she wanted she did not have to say anything
atall. But here, where it is not possible that he would not say it, since he cannot eat kodashim outside the Beis
HaMikdash without an expert's permission, I might say: It is not a case of "the mouth that prohibited’ because he was forced

to admit it was a firstborn,
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therefore it comes to teach us that he is believed, for if it were because of that, that he wanted to lie, he would have cast a

blemish in it that is obvious to everyone and eaten it without needing an expert.
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Mar bar Rav Ashi challenged this: How is this different from that man who rented a donkey to his fellow, and said to

him: Do not go on the path of Nehar Pekod where there is water, go on the path of Neresh where there is no water.

STATEMENT
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He went on the path of Nehar Pekod and the donkey died, and he came and said to him: I went on the path of Nehar

Pekod, but there was no water there.

STATEMENT

SDIN WIT RITIND RN OY2 O P 19 1 X2 N

And Rava said: He is believed because of a miggo of 'why would he lie?’ If he wanted, he could have said: I went on the
path of Neresh.
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And Abaye said: We do not say 'why would he lie' in a place of witnesses, since witnesses can testify that there is water on

that path. So too here, since kohanimare suspected of causing blemishes, it is like a place of witnesses!
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The Gemara rejects this: How can you compare the two?! There, there is certainly water on that path; but here, is it certain

that he cast a blemish in it? It is only a concern, and in a place of mere concern we do say 'why would he lie'.
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Ravina sat and was saying this halacha anonymously. Rava Zuti said to Ravina: We learn this in the name of Rabbi Ile'a.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Rabbi Tzadok had a firstborn animal. He put barley for it in wicker baskets, and while it was eating,

its lip split on the basket, rendering it blemished.

STATEMENT
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He came before Rabbi Yehoshua and said to him: Did we make any distinction between a chaver and an am ha'aretz

regarding credibility about blemishes? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: Yes, we did, and you are believed.

STATEMENT
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He came before Rabban Gamliel and said to him: Did we make any distinction between a chaver and an am ha'aretz?
Rabban Gamliel said to him: No.




STATEMENT
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Rabbi Tzadok said to him: But Rabbi Yehoshua said to me, "Yes"! Rabban Gamliel said to him: Wait until the masters of
the shields, the Torah scholars, go up to the Beis HaMedrash.

STATEMENT
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Once they entered the Beis HaMedrash, the questioner stood and asked: Did we make any distinction between a

chaver and an am ha'aretz? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: No.

STATEMENT
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Rabban Gamliel said to him: But they told me in your name, "Yes"! Yehoshua, stand on your feet, and they will testify

against you that you said this.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: How canI do this? If I were alive and he, the witness Rabbi Tzadok, were
dead, the living could deny the dead. Now that I am alive and he is alive, how can a living person deny another living

person?

STATEMENT
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And Rabban Gamliel was standing and expounding, and Rabbi Yehoshua was standing on his feet, until all the people
murmured and said to Chutzpis the Meturgeman: Stop! And he stopped.

n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: A kohen s believed to say: I showed this firstborn to an expert in the past, and it is blemished with a

permanent blemish, and thus I may slaughter it.




GEMARA
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GEMARA: Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: A kohen is believed to say, "An Yisrael gave me this firstborn with its

blemish already on it."
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What is the reason? Any matter that is likely to be revealed, people do not lie about it, since the Yisrael who gave it to

him can easily be asked.
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Rav Ashi said: We also learned this in our Mishnah: A kohen is believed to say, "I showed this firstborn and it is
blemished.”
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What is the reason? Is it not because we say: Any matter that is likely to be revealed, people do notlie about it, since

we can ask the expert?
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The Gemara objects: Perhaps there in the Mishnah he is believed because he would not eat kodashim outside the Beis
HaMikdash, but here, regarding whether he received it with a blemish, since they are suspected of causing blemishes, they are

suspected and we should not believe him!
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Rav Sheizbi challenged this: One who says to someone who is not trusted regarding ma'aser, "Buy for me from

someone who is trusted,” or "from someone who tithes," he is not believed when he says he did so.
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Why? Let us say: Any matter that is likely to be revealed, people do not lie about it, since we can ask the seller!
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The Gemara answers: It is different there,
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The Gemara explains why the agent is not afraid to lie in the first case of the Mishnah: Since he has an easy way to excuse

himself by claiming that he truly believed the merchant was trustworthy.
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The Gemara suggests: The latter clause of that Mishnah certainly supports him, namely Rav, who ruled that a person will not

lie about something that is bound to be revealed.
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For the Mishnah says that if the sender specified, "Buy from person so-and-so," who is known to be trustworthy, behold, this

agentis believed when he says he bought fromhim. Since the sender can easily ask that person, the agent would not dare to lie.
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The Gemara rejects this proof: There, in the case of the Mishnah, since he has a claimant who specified a particular merchant
and is likely to check up on him, the agentis afraid to lie. But in Rav's case, the priest does not expect anyone to go and track

down the Israclite who gave him the animal, so he is not afraid.
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Rabbi Yirmeya bar Abba said upon hearing Rav Yehuda's ruling: From where does Rav Yehuda know this halacha in the

name of Rav?
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Actually, I established it by teaching this halacha to Giddul in Rav's name, and Giddul established it in his own

transmission to Rav Yehuda, but Giddul must have gotten it confused.
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And this is what I'said to him: An Israelite is believed to say, "This bechor I gave to the kohen with its blemish already

on it," and we do not suspect that they are conspiring to permit an unblemished bechor.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: An Israelite? Is it not obvious that he is believed? He has no personal gain here, as the bechor belongs entirely

to the kohen!
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The Gemara answers: No, it is necessary to state this in a case where the animal was small when he gave it to the kohen, and

now it has grown large.
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Lest you say that the Israclite does not recognize it clearly anymore and might be mistaken, He comes to teach us that we

trust his recognition.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara notes: In Sura they taught this halacha according to the latter version of Rabbi Yirmeya bar Abba, that only the
Israclite is believed; but in Pumbedita they taught it according to the first version of Rav Yehuda, that even the kohen is
believed.
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And the halacha is even according to the first version, that the kohen is believed when he names the Israelite who gave it to

him.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Rafram in Pumbedita had a bechor, and he gave it to a kohen without a blemish.
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The kohen went and cast a blemish in it intentionally.

STATEMENT
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One day, Raframsuffered in his eyes and could not see well, so the kohen brought it before him to examine the blemish, not

realizing Rafram was the owner.
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The kohen said to him: "An Israelite gave me this bechor with its blemish already on it."




STATEMENT
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Raframforced open his eyes, and saw him in his lie, recognizing the animal.

STATEMENT
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Raframsaid to him: "Was it not I who gave it to you without any blemish?"
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And evenso, Raframdid not worry about this matter to disqualify other kohanim; he said: This particular kohen is the one

who is impudent, but the rest of the world of kohanimare not so impudent as to lie about this.

STATEMENT
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There was a certain animal with an oversized limb that came before Rav Ashi. He said: For what should we suspect

here?

STATEMENT
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Whether it is a kohen who broughtit, or whether it is an Israelite who broughtit, behold, the bechor and its blemish are

with it frombirth, so there is no concern of an intentionally inflicted blemish.
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Ravina said to Rav Ashi: But perhaps it is an Israelite who broughtit, and Rav Yehuda said: We do not examine the

bechor of anIsraelite unless a kohen is with him, so that the Israclite does not keep it for himself!
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Rav Ashi said to him: How can you compare the two?!
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There, in a standard case, granted that the Israclite would not eat sacrificial meat outside the Beis Hamikdash because of the

severe prohibition, yet regarding the money of the kohen, he is suspected of wanting to steal it.
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But here, since he knows that this is an obvious blemish, what is the reason he brought it before the Rabbis atall?
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Itis only out of respect for the Torah scholar. Now, if he is so careful that he would not bypass the respect of a Torah

scholar, would he commit a transgression of stealing from the kohen?! Surely not.
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MISHNAH

MISHNAH: Everyone is believed regarding the blemishes of animal tithe, even the owner himself.

GEMARA

QUESTION

GEMARA: What is the reason the owner is believed here, unlike by a bechor?
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The Gemara answers: Because if he wanted, he could have cast a blemish in it from the very beginning before tithing it!
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The Gemara asks: But did he know which one would come out tenth during the counting to blemish it beforehand?
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And if you say he could force it to come out at the head of the ten, the Torah says, "He shall not searchbetween good

and bad,” meaning he must count themas they pass through the gate naturally!
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Rather, the reason he is believed is that if he wanted, he could have cast a blemish in his entire herd before counting, which

is permitted, and thereby ensure the tenth animal would be blemished. Since he had this option, he is believed now.
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MISHNAH: A bechor whose eye was blinded, or whose foreleg was severed, or whose hind leg was broken, behold,
this may be slaughtered based on the assessment of three members of the synagogue who are not ordained experts, as these

are obvious blemishes.
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Rabbi Yose says: Even if there are twenty-three laymen there, it may not be slaughtered except based on the ruling of

an ordained expert.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: Rabbi Simlai and Rabbi Yehuda Nesi'ah both said in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi,
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and some say it this way: Rabbi Simlai and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi both said in the name of Rabbi Yehuda Nesi'ah:
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The permitting of a bechor in Chutz La'aretz may be done based on three members of the synagogue.
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Rava said: And this is specifically with obvious blemishes.
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The Gemara asks: What is this coming to teach us? We already learned this in our Mishnah: A bechor whose eye was
blinded, or whose foreleg was severed, or whose hind leg was broken, behold, this may be slaughtered based on

three members of the synagogue!
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The Gemara answers: If we only knew it from the Mishnah, I would have said: In Chutz La'aretz, even blemishes that are

not obvious may be permitted by three laymen,

EXPLANATION
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and that which the Mishnah teaches regarding obvious blemishes was only to let you know the strength of Rabbi Yose,
who requires an expert even for these. Therefore, Rava comes to teach us that even in Chutz La'aretz, laymen may only permit

obvious blemishes.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yehuda said that Rabbi Yirmeya bar Abba said, with doubt whe ther it was in the name of Rav, or doubt whe ther it

was in the name of Shmuel:

STATEMENT
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Three laymen may permit a bechor ina place where there is no expert.
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The Gemara asks: What is this coming to teach us? We already learned in the Mishnah: Behold, this may be slaughtered

based on three members of the synagogue!
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The Gemara answers: If we only knew it from the Mishnah, I would have said they may do so even in a place where there is
an expert. Therefore, it comes to teach us: Ina place where there is no expert, yes, they may permit it; but in a place

where there is an expert, no, they may not.

STATEMENT
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Rav Chiyya bar Amram said: Three laymen may permit a bechor ina place where there is no expert, and three laymen

may permit a vow in a place where there is no Torah scholar.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara repeats: Three may permit a bechor in a place where there is no expert.

SUMMARY

The Gemara concludes that hearsay testimony is indeed kosher for permitting a blemished firstborn, as it falls under the
category of testimony for which a woman is kosher. We then learn that if a kohen brings a blemished animal and says he didn't
realize it was a bechor, he is believed because of a miggo, since he could have easily cast an obvious blemish and eaten it
without an expert. The dafrelates the famous, dramatic incident where Rabbi Tzadok's bechor was blemished, leading to a
sharp dispute between Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Yehoshua in the Beis HaMedrash. Finally, a new Mishnah teaches thata
kohen is believed to say he already showed the bechor to an expert, which the Gemara explains is based on the principle that

people do not lie about matters that are easily revealed and verified.

NWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara on our daf brings down a powerful rule of human nature: "Kol miltha d'avida I'igaluya, la meshakri bah inashi”,
people do not lie about something that is bound to be revealed. When a person knows that the truth will eventually come to
light, they naturally hold back from fabricating a story. This isn't just a rule of halachic credibility; it is a profound insight into

how Hashem designed our psychological makeup to lean toward truth when we are held accountable.

In our daily avodah, we can use this concept to build our own spiritual guardrails. The yetzer hara often tries to convince us
that we can slip up in private, whispering that "nobody will ever know."” But the emunah of'a Yid is to live with the constant
awareness that everything we do is ultimately "avida I'igaluya”, it is destined to be revealed before the Kisei HaKavod. When
we realize that there are no secrets from Hashem, the temptation to cut corners or compromise on our integrity simply melts

away.

Today, take one small action with the conscious thought that Hashemis watching and everything is open before Him.
Whether it is being extra honest in a business transaction, speaking gently when no one else is around to hear, or davening
with real kavana in private, remind yourself: "The truth is always revealed before Hashem, and that is my greatest motivation

to do what is right.”
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