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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L) THE SUGYA

We are continuing our deep dive into the sugyos of shomer (a protector) and yad (a handle) regarding the laws of tumas
ochlin. The Gemara is trying to resolve the machlokes between Rav and Rabbi Yochanan about the minimum shiur of food
required for a shomer ora yad to function. We will look at how each Amora establishes various tannaitic sources, including a
baraisa about a marrow bone and a Mishnah about bean pods, to see if they fit with their respective shitos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara asks: And Rav, this baraisa, in what manner does he establish it? How does he explain it according to his view?
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If you say the baraisa is dealing with a handle, then the first clause is difficult, because it implies that a handle attached to less

than an olive-bulk of food is considered a handle to bring in tumah, which contradicts Rav's view!
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And if you say it is dealing with a protector, then the last clause is difficult, because Rabbi Yehuda ben Nekosa rules that the
house is tahor, implying that a protector attached to less than an olive-bulk is not considered a protector, whereas Rav holds that

even a protector attached to a bean-bulk is effective.
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The Gemara answers: If you want, say the baraisa is dealing with a protector, and if you want, say instead that it is dealing

with a handle.
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If you want, say the baraisa is dealing with a handle, and he, Rav, stated his ruling in accordance with Rabbi Yehuda ben

Nekosa, who holds that a handle attached to less than an olive-bulk does not bring in tumah.

EXPLANATION
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And if you want, say the baraisa is dealing with a protector, and he, Rav, stated his ruling in accordance with the First

Tanna, who holds that a protector attached to less than an olive-bulk, down to a bean-bulk, does bring in tumah.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The entire baraisa is dealing with a handle, and he, Rabbi Yochanan, stated his ruling in

accordance with the First Tanna, who holds that a handle attached to less than an olive-bulk is still considered a handle.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a challenge froma different baraisa: Rabbi Yehuda says: A marrow bone that has upon

it an olive-bulk of meat, the meat drags the entire bone to tumah if any part of the bone touches a source of tumah.
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Acherim say: Even if there is only a bean-bulk of meat upon it, the meat drags the entire bone to tumah.
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The Gemara asks: And Rayv, this baraisa, in what manner does he establish it?
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If you say it is dealing with a handle, the last clause is difficult, because Acherimhold thata handle attached to less than an
olive-bulk is effective, which contradicts Rav. If you say it is dealing with a protector, the first clause is difficult, because

Rabbi Yehuda holds that a protector attached to less than an olive-bulk is not effective, which also contradicts Rav.

DOIND - MWD NRON NPYIONT T 220D MNT NI - TIIRRON NOYN

The Gemara answers: If you want, say it is dealing with a handle, and he, Rav, stated his ruling in accordance with Rabbi

Yehuda. And if you want, say instead that it is dealing with a protector, and Rav ruled in accordance with Acherim.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The entire baraisa is dealing with a protector, and he, Rabbi Yochanan, stated his ruling in

accordance with Acherim.
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The Gemara asks: But according to Acherim, don't they say the measure is "like a bean"? Rabbi Yochanan, however, holds that

a protector is effective even for less than a bean-bulk!
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The Gemara answers: Since the First Tanna stated a specific measure of an olive-bulk, they, Acherim, also stated a specific

measure of a bean-bulk, but in truth they hold that even less than a bean-bulk is also susceptible.
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Rava said: It is also precise fromthe wording that we are dealing with a protector, as it teaches "a marrow bone" which

protects the marrow inside. Learn from this that it is indeed discussing a protector.
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It was stated that Amora'imdisputed this point: Rabbi Chanina said: This is a precise measure, and Acherimhold thata
protector requires at least a bean-bulk. And Rabbi Yochanan said: This is not a precise measure, and they hold it is effective

even for less.
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The Gemara asks: How can Rabbi Yochanan say this is not a precise measure? But doesn't it teach "like a bean"?
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The Gemara answers: Since the First Tanna stated a specific measure of an olive-bulk, they, Acherim, also stated a specific

measure of a bean-bulk, but they do not mean it as an exclusive limit.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear a challenge to Rav froma Mishnah: Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah rules tahor the stalk of a
bean pod, but rules tamei the stalk of otherlegumes, because he wants their handling. This implies that for a bean, which is

larger, the stalk is not a protector, but for smaller legumes it is, which contradicts Rav's view on protectors!
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The Gemara answers: Itis as Rav Acha the son of Rava said in another context, that we are dealing with the main stalk, and

because of the law of a handle, nota protector.
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Here too, we are dealing with the main stalk, and because of the law of a handle. And what is the meaning of "their

handling"? It means their use asa handle.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear another challenge, as the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: The pasuk says, "Upon
any seed-sowing that is sown,” which means seeds are susceptible to tumah in the manner that people take them out for
sowing: wheat in its husk, barley in its husk, and lentils in their husks. This shows that even a tiny husk, which is less than a

bean-bulk, acts as a protector!
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The Gemara answers: A whole entity is different. Since the husk is protecting a complete, natural creation, it is considered a

protector even if it is very small.
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Rav Oshaya asked a question:
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The Gemara asks: If there are two protections on a food, what is the halakha as to whe ther they join together with the food

to make up the requisite egg-bulk volume to receive or transmit tumah?
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The Gemara asks: What are the circumstances of this she'eilah?
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If we say itisa case of one protection this one on top of that other one, i.c., concentric layers, but is there ever a halachic

status of a protection on top of a protection?
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: Rabbi Yehuda says: There are three peels onan onion; the innermost peel, whether it

is whole or whether it is punctured, joins toge ther with the onion because it is considered like the food itself;
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the middle peel, if it is whole, joins together because it serves as a protection, but if it is punctured, it does not join together

because it no longer protects;
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while the outermost peel, either way—whether whole or punctured—is tahor and does not join at all, because a protection on

top of another protection has no halachic status of shomer. Thus, concentric protections do not join!
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The Gemara explains: Rather, Rav Oshaya's she'eilah is not about concentric layers; rather, a protection of food that was

divided is what he is inquiring about, where the food is whole but the peel is split into separate sections.
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Do we say that since this part of the protection does not protect that part of the food, and that part of the protection does

not protect this part of the food, therefore they do not join together?
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Or perhaps, since this part protects its own portion of food, and that part protects its own portion of food, and the food

itself is connected, they join together?
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Come and hear a proof from our Mishnah: Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya declares tahor the pod of a bean, but declares tamei
the pod of legumes, because he desires their handling, meaning he wants the pod to protect the legumes while handling
them. Since one pod and its legume are less than an egg-bulk, this must refer to multiple pods joining together, proving that divided

protections do join!
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Rav Acha the son of Rava said in rejection of this proof: That Mishnah is talking about the stalk to which the pods are
attached, and the tumah is because of the law of a handle (yad), nota protection. And what is the meaning of "for their

handling"? It means for their use, i.c., carrying themby the stalk.
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Come and hear another proof; as the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught in a Braisa: The pasuk says, "Upon any sowing seed
which is sown," teaching that seeds are susceptible to tumah in the manner that people take them out for sowing—wheat in
its husk, barley in its husk, and lentils in their husks. This proves that husks join together as protections, and since one grain is

less than an egg-bulk, it must refer to multiple grains joining together!
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The Gemara rejects this: Just as Rav Acha the son of Rava said regarding the other Mishnah that it was about the stalk and

because of a handle, here too, it is talking about the stem of the ear of grain, and because of its status as a protection.
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The Gemara asks: Granted, the upper grains on the stemneed the lower grains to support themso they do not fall off, but why

do the lower grains need the upper grains?
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The Gemara answers: This is a case where they are arranged in a single row around the stem, where if any grain is removed, the

rest will fall.
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The Gemara asks: Is there really anegg-bulk of food in a single row of grain?
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The Gemara answers: Yes, this refers to the wheat of the days of Shimon ben Shatach, which was extraordinarily large.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara notes: Now that you have arrived at this answer, we can say that the Braisa is talking about even a single grain of
wheat from the wheat of Shimon ben Shatach which itself was the size of an egg-bulk, and we do not need to establish it as

multiple grains.
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The Gemara returns to the text itself cited earlier: If there are two bones and upon themare two half-olive-bulks of meat
froma corpse, and one brought their two ends into a house, and the house arches over them, the house is tamei because

the bones act as handles to bring the tumah inside.

OBJECTION
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Yehuda ben Nakosa says in the name of Rabbi Yaakov: How can two separate bones join together to convey the tumah

of an olive-bulk? A handle cannot join with another handle!

STATEMENT
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Reish Lakish said: They only taught thatitacts as a handle in the case of a bone, which is significant enough to be a handle,

but a hair is not significant enough to be a handle.

STATEMENT

T2 KW 03 N2 2 9P7DK N i 02

And Rabbi Yochanan said: Even a hair is also able to serve asa handle.
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Rabbi Yochanan challenged Reish Lakish froma Mishnah: If there is a hide upon which there is an olive-bulk of meat,

one who touches a fiber protruding from it, or a hair that is opposite the meat, is tamei.
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Is it not because the hair serves as a handle? This refutes Reish Lakish!
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Reish Lakish answers: No, it is because of its status as a protection, not a handle.
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The Gemara asks: But is there a status of a protection on top of a protection? The hide is already protecting the meat, so how

can the hair on the hide also be a protection?
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The Gemara answers: The hair is rooted through the hide directly into the meat, so it is loose and penetrates through, protecting

the meat directly.
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Rav Acha bar Yaakov challenged this: If that is so, that the hair roots leave actual holes through the parchment, how do we

write Tefillin on parchment? Don't we require perfect writing without any perforated letters, and here it is not present




because of the hair holes?
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The Gemara answers: It escaped his attention what they say in the West (Eretz Yisrael): Any hole that the ink can span

over is not halachically considered a hole to invalidate the writing.
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And if you want, say instead: The entire reason the hair conveys tumah is indeed because of a handle, and as for your question
of how a single hair can be a handle, it is as Rabbi Ila'ai said in another context regarding the filling between the fillings; so

too here, it refers to a hair that is between other hairs, which together forma usable handle.
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And where was this statement of Rabbi Ila'ai said? On this Mishnah: The bristles of ears of grain become tamei and

transmit tumah, but they do not join together with the grain to make up the egg-bulk.
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The Gemara there asked: What is a bristle fit for to act asa handle?
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Rabbi Ila'ai said: It refers to a bristle that is between other bristles, which together are fit to be grasped.

STATEMENT
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Another version of this discussion says: So too it is logical that the hair on the hide is because of protection, for if it

should enter your mind thatitis because of a handle, what is a single hair fit for as a handle?
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The Gemara answers: It is as Rabbi Ila'ai said regarding the bristle between the bristles, so too here, itisa hair between

other hairs.
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And where was this statement of Rabbi Ila'ai said? On this which we learned in a Mishnah: The bristles of ears of

grain become tamei and transmit tumah, but they do not join together.
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The Gemara there asked: What is a bristle fit for?
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Rabbi Ila'ai said: It refers to a bristle that is between other bristles. And there are those who teach this discussion on a

different source.

SUMMARY

The Gemara works through the shakla v'tarya of how Rav and Rabbi Yochanan explain the baraisa of Rabbi Yehuda ben
Nekosa and the baraisa of the marrow bone, showing how each Amora can align the Reisha and Seisha with his own shita.
We then address challenges froma Mishnah regarding bean pods and a d'rashah from the school of Rabbi Yishmael about
husks, resolving them by distinguishing between handles and protectors, and by introducing the concept that a whole entity
(bria) has a different status. Finally, Rav Oshaya raises a kasha regarding whether two concentric protections (shomer al
gabbei shomer) can join together to make up the requisite shiur of an egg-bulk for tumah, bringing a raaya from Rabbi

Yehuda's ruling on the three peels of an onion.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The sugya on our daf delves into the deep mechanics of how tumah is conveyed, focusing on the concepts of a "yad" (a
handle) and a "shomer" (a protector). The Gemara brings a beautiful teaching from the school of Rabbi Yishmael on the
pasuk, "Upon any seed-sowing that is sown,” explaining that seeds are susceptible to tumah in the exact way people take them
out for sowing, wheat, barley, and lentils in their husks. The Gemara concludes with a powerful rule: "Briydh shani", a whole,

complete entity is different. When something is whole, even the tiniest husk that protects it is significant and connected.

Lichoira, we can take a tremendous yesod from this for our own avodas Hashem. In the world of ruchniyus, we often feel
small, or we feel that our small actions don't have the "shiur” to make a real impact. We look at our daily learning, our tefillah,
ora small mitzvah we did, and the yetzer hara whispers that it is too insignificant to carry any weight. But the Torah is
teaching us a major chiddush: "Briydh shani."” When you keep yourself whole, when you stay connected to the Klal, to the
mesorah, and to your own integrity as a complete Yid, then every single small thing about you matters. Even the smallest

"husk," the tiniest protective boundary you make for yourself, becomes kadosh and carries the weight of the entire entity.

When a Yid is a "briydh," a complete creation standing proud in his emunah and yiras Shamayim, Hashemlooks at every
single detail of his life. Your small kabbalah, your five minutes of leaming inside the bais medrash, the extra care you take not
to speak lashon hara, these are notloose, insignificant pieces. Because they are attached to a whole neshama, they have the

status of a shomer and a yad, bringing tremendous ruchniyus and bracha into your entire life.

Today, remember that you are a complete, precious briydh in the eyes of Hashem. Choose one small protective boundary, a
"shomer” for your neshamah, like putting your phone away during davening or learning, and know that because you are

whole, this small act has infinite value.
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