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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L4 THE SUGYA

We begin the daf by diving into a fascinating machlokes between Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish regarding the definition
of "alal" mentioned in our Mishnah. The Mishnah taught that alal joins together with meat to make up the shiur of an egg-
bulk for food tumah, and the Gemara wants to know what this actually is. Rabbi Yochanan holds it refers to the nuchal
ligament, which is tough and stringy, while Reish Lakish argues that it refers to the meat residue left on the hide after flaying.
The Gemara brings a kasha froma pasuk in Iyov and a Braisa of Rabbi Yehuda to challenge these views, leading to a deeper

analysis of how we view tough, inedible parts of an animal and whether they can still be considered food.

Next, the Gemara moves on to discuss other seemingly inedible parts of animals and birds, like beaks, talons, and horns, which
the Mishnah says can join together with the meat for tumah. The Gemara asks lichoira how these hard, wood-like parts can be
considered food, and explains that the Mishnah is davka referring to the softer, living areas of these parts, such as the soft
membrane under the beak or the blood-filled base of the horn. We then transition to a discussion regarding a Yisrael who
slaughters a non-kosher animal, analyzing the requirements of intention and hechsher (preparation by water) for it to become
tamei.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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And then he derives the halacha of liquid that emerges from orlah by a gezeirah shavah of the word "fruit” and "fruit” from

first fruits.

n;wn MISHNAH
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We learned in the Mishnah: And the alal joins together with the flesh to constitute the requisite egg-bulk to transmit food

impurity.

GEMARA

QUESTION




The Gemara asks: What is this alal?
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Rabbi Yochanan said: It is the nuchal ligament, which is tough and stringy.
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And Reish Lakish said: Itis the meat residue that is attached to the hide after the knife has flayed the flesh.
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The Gemara raises an objection froma pasuk in Iyov: "But you are plasterers of lies, you are all physicians of no value

[elil]".
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Granted, according to the one who says thatalal is the nuchal ligament, i.c., Rabbi Yochanan, that is why Iyov compared

them to a physician trying to heal it, because it is not something that can be healed, as it is tough like wood.
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But according to the one who says itis meat residue that is attached to the hide after the knife has flayed it, i.c., Reish

Lakish, surely flesh hanging fromthe hide is something that can be healed and reattach!
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The Gemara answers: With regard to the alal of the verse, everyone agrees that it refers to the nuchal ligament; where they

disagree is with regard to the alal of our Mishnah.

DY 192000 - TAN QPRI N3 WY DN 021910 PPN (IMIN 1T 027, YRY XD

Come and hear a proof froma Braisa: Rabbi Yehuda says: With regard to the alal that was collected, if there is an olive-

bulk in one place, one is liable for it under the penalty of kares if he eats it or touches it and enters the Beis HaMikdash.

STATEMENT
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And Rav Huna said: And this is only where a person collected it, showing he considers it food.

EXPLANATION
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Granted, according to the one who says alal is meat residue that is attached to the hide after the knife has flayed it,

that is why when there is an olive-bulk collected one is liable, because he has shown he values it as food.
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But according to the one who says it is the nuchal ligament, even when there is an olive-bulk, what of it? It is merely

wood and completely inedible!
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The Gemara answers: According to the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, they do not disagree; they agree it refers to meat residue.

Where they disagree is according to the opinion of the Rabbis of our Mishnah.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: The nuchal ligament also joins together with the meat according to the Rabbis.

STATEMENT
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And Reish Lakish said: Specifically meat residue that is attached to the hide after the knife has flayed it joins together,

but the nuchal ligament does not join together.
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The Gemara asks: This meat residue that is attached to the hide after the knife has flayed it, what are the circumstances?
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If he intends to eat it, then even by itself it should become tamei as food, without needing to join with other meat!
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And if he does notintend to eat it, he has completely nullified its status as food, so why should it join together?
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Rabbi Avin and Rabbi Meyasha answered this. One said: He intended to eat part of it, but we do not know which part, so it

only joins together.

ANSWER
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And one said: Part of it was severed by an animal biting it, which keeps its food status, and part of it was severed bya

knife, which nullified its food status, and they are mixed up.
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We learned in a Mishnah elsewhere: The beak and the talons of a bird become tamei, and transmit tumah, and join

together with the flesh.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: But the beak is merely wood, completely hard and inedible!
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Rabbi Elazar said: The Mishnah is referring to the lower beak, which is soft.
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The Gemara objects: The lower beak is also merely wood!
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Rav Pappa said: It means the soft membrane on the underside of the upper beak.
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Regarding the talons, Rabbi Elazar said: It refers to the place that is absorbed in the flesh.
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Regarding the horns mentioned in our Mishnah, Rav Pappa said: It refers to the soft place where they cut and blood comes

out of them.
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We learned in the Mishnah: Similarly, one who slaughters a non-kosher animal...

GEMARA

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Assi said: The cases of a Yisrael who slaughters a non-kosher animal, and a non-Jew who slaughters a kosher animal,
are alike in that they both require intention to eat the meat and preparation by water from another source to become

susceptible to tumah.
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need preparation by water? In the end it will transmit severe tumah as a neveilah, and anything

that in the end transmits severe tumah does not require preparation by water!
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As the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: The pasuk says, "And if water be put uponseed"; just as seeds, which do not
ultimately transmit severe tumah, require preparation, so too anything that does not ultimately transmit severe tumah

requires preparation, excluding neveilah which does transmit severe tumah.
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And it was taught in a Braisa, Rabbi Yose said: For what reason did they say that the carcass of a kosher bird requires

intention but does not require preparation? Because in the end it transmits severe tumah.
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since its end is to become tamei with a severe tumah in the throat of the one who eatsit, we say that it is already considered
food and does not need hechsher. But why does Rabbi Asi say that the Sages do not apply this logic to a slaughtered non-kosher

animal?
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Chizkiyah said in response: The Sages hold that we cannot say its end is definitely to become tamei, since he is able to scrape
it and chop the meat into small pieces, and establish it at less than a kezayis per piece, in which case it would never convey any

tumah atall.
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Rabbi Yirmeyah said to Rabbi Zeira: And did Chizkiyah really say this, that the Sages hold a twitching animal is not

considered dead?
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But wasn't it stated asa machlokes: If one slaughtered init, a non-kosher animal, the two simanimor the majority of the

two simanim, and it is still twitching,
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Chizkiyah said: It is not subject to the prohibition of eating limbs froma living animal, whereas Rabbi Yochanan said: It is

subject to the prohibition of eating limbs froma living animal.

EXPLANATION

o7 IR B7IANY RPN TR MR

The Gemara explains: Chizkiyah said it is not subject to the prohibition of limbs because he holds it is considered dead

immediately upon shechitah.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said it is subject to the prohibition of limbs because he holds it is not yet considered dead. Now, if
Chizkiyah holds shechitah makes it dead, it should be tamei as a nevelah immediately, which contradicts the Sages in Rabbi Asi's

statement!
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Rabbi Zeira said to him: Chizkiyah holds that by virtue of the shechitah, it has left the category of a living animal, so the
prohibition of eating a limb froma living animal no longer applies, but into the category of a dead animal it has not yet

entered, so it does not yet convey the tumah of a carcass.
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The Gemara returns to analyze the text itself quoted above: If one slaughtered in it, a non-kosher animal, the two simanimor
the majority of the two simanim, and it is still twitching, Chizkiyah said: It is not subject to the prohibition of limbs, and

Rabbi Yochanan said: It is subject to the prohibition of limbs.
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Rabbi Elazar said: Hold this ruling of Rabbi Yochanan in your hand as the definitive halachah, for Rav Oshaya taught a

braisa like him.
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For Rav Oshaya taught in a braisa: In the case of a Jew who slaughtered a non-kosher animal for a gentile to cat, and he

slaughtered in it the two simanimor the majority of the two simanim, and it is still twitching,
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it is tamei with the tumah of foods, because the shechitah made it fit to be eaten by a gentile, but as long as it is twitching, it

does not yet convey the tumah of carcasses.
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A limb that separates from it while it is twitching is treated like a limb se parating from a living animal and is tamei as
nevelah, and flesh that se parates from it while it is twitching is treated like flesh separating from a living animal, and it is

forbidden to Bnei Noach as ever min hachai, and this prohibition remains even after its soul de parts.
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If he slaughtered in it only one siman or the majority of one siman, it is not tamei with the tumah of foods because the

shechitah was invalid; and if he stabbed it, there is no tumah of any kind in it while it is still twitching.
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And similarly, a gentile who slaughtered a kosher animal for a Jew, and it is still twitching, it is tamei with the tumah of

foods, but aslong as it is twitching, it does not yet convey the tumah of a carcass.
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A limb that separates from it while it is twitching is treated like a limb se parating from a living animal, and flesh that
separates from it while it is twitching is treated like flesh se parating from a living animal, and it is forbidden to Bnei

Noach, and this prohibition remains even after its soul departs.
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If he slaughtered init one siman or the majority of one siman, it is not tamei with the tumah of foods; and if he stabbed

it, there is no tumah of any kind in it while it is still twitching.
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If'a gentile slaughtered in a place that does not make it a tereifah, such as cutting only half of the windpipe, and a Jew

came and completed it, the shechitah is kosher.
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Butifa Jew slaughtered partially, whe ther in a place that makes it a tereifah, such as cutting the majority of the windpipe, or

whetherina place that does not make it a tereifah, and a gentile came and completed his shechitah, it is invalid.
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One who wants to eat from an animal before its soul departs, cuts a kezayis of meat from the place of its shechitah,

and salts it very well, and rinses it very well to remove the blood, and waits for it until its soul departs, and then eats it.
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In this case, both a gentile and a Jew are permitted to eat it, because the shechitah has already removed the prohibition of

ever min hachai.
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The Gemara notes: This supports Rav Idi bar Avin, for Rav Idi bar Avin said that Rav Yitzchak bar Ashyan said: One who
wants to become healthy and eat warmmeat cuts a kezayis of meat from the place of shechitah, and salts it very well,

and rinses it very well, and waits for it until its soul departs, and both a gentile and a Jew are permitted to eat it.
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Rabbi Elazar raised a dilemma: If the slaughterer paused init, or pressed down on it during the shechitah of this animal,

which invalidates the shechitah, what is the halachah regarding whether it is tamei as food while it is still twitching?
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A certainelder said to him: This is what Rabbi Yochanan said: It requires a valid act of shechitah like a kosher animal

in order to be considered food while twitching.
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The Gemara asks: A valid act for what purpose? Rabbi Shmuel bar Yitzchak said: It means it requires checking the knife to

ensure it has no nicks, just like a kosher shechitah.
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Rabbi Zeira asked of Rav Sheshes: What is the halachah as to whether this twitching animal protects the swallowed tamei

items inside it frombecoming tamei if they are in an ohel with a corpse?
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Rav Sheshes said to him: Since it is tamei with the tumah of foods, can itstill be considered a living barrier that protects?
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Rabbi Zeira said to him: But since it is not tamei with the tumah of carcasses, why should it not protect?

STATEMENT
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Abaye said: It does not protect the swallowed items inside it, because it is tamei with the tumah of foods; and one
who copulates with it is liable to the death penalty for copulating with a living animal, because it is not tamei with the

tumah of carcasses.
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Yehudah says: The alal, which is the tough, sinewy meat of the neck, is not included with the

meat to make upa kezayis.




GEMARA
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Rav Huna said: And this ruling of the Tanna Kamma that the alal can join together with other meat is only where he gathered

it together.
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And Rav Huna said: If there are two half-olive-bulks of meat that are on the skin, the skin nullifies them and prevents

them from joining together.

S UMMARY

The daf focuses on the definition of alal, with Rabbi Yochanan defining it as the tough nuchal ligament and Reish Lakish
defining it as meat residue left on the hide. After resolving their machlokes according to the Rabbis of our Mishnah, the
Gemara clarifies how other hard parts of animals, like beaks and horns, can join for tumah by explaining they refer to the soft,
living tissue. Finally, the Gemara discusses Rabbi Assi's ruling that a slaughtered non-kosher animal requires hechsher with
water to become tamei. The Gemara questions why this is necessary, since it will ultimately become a neveilah and convey
severe tumah, which usually exempts it from needing hechsher. The teretz, as explained by Chizkiyah, is that we cannot
guarantee it will convey severe tumah, because one could scrape the meatand chopitinto pieces smaller than a kezayis,

which leads into a discussion of Chizkiyah's view on whether a twitching animal is halachically considered dead.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara is bothered by a basic question on the status of the "alal’, the scraps of meat left behind on the hide after flaying.
If a person values these scraps and intends to eat them, they should be considered food on their own. If he doesn't care about
them, he has completely nullified them, and they should be like dirt! The Gemara answers that we are dealing with a case of
"miktzato chishev alav”, he had intention for only some of it, or it was partially torn by an animal and partially by a knife,

leaving its status in a state of half-valued, half-forgotten.

Lichoira, this is a powerful picture of how we often treat our own spiritual potential. We have parts of our day, parts of our
minds, and small scraps of time that we leave "clinging to the hide." We don't fully dedicate themto Hashem, but we don't
want to completely throw themaway either. They sit in a state of neglect, half-valued and half-forgotten. We think these
small, leftover moments, the five minutes waiting for a carpool, the few seconds before we start davening, are too small to be

considered real avodah.

The Tanna is telling us a major chiddush: when you take those scattered, neglected scraps and you "gather themtogether”,
when you make a conscious decision to collect those moments and put themto use, they suddenly join together to create a
complete shiur of holiness. Nothing is lost. Even the "meat residue” of your day, the parts that feel frayed and disconnected,

can be elevated into something of immense value if you only show that you care about them.

Today, gather the "scraps” of your day. Take one small, fragmented pocket of time, even just two minutes of waiting, and
instead of letting it go to waste, consciously collect it by saying a chapter of Tehillim or thinking a thought of emunah,

turning a leftover moment into a vessel for Hashem.
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