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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L) THE SUGYA

We begin the daf by wrapping up the discussion of whether covering the blood of a first animal constitutes an interruption in
the shechitah of a second animal. The Gemara distinguishes this from the case of Rav's talmidim, explaining that since one
could technically slaughter with one hand and cover the blood with the other, doing so does not create a hefsek. From there,
we move into a new Mishnah that outlines who is responsible for the mitzvah of kisuy hadamif the shochet fails to do it, and

what happens if the blood is covered by the wind or becomes uncovered after being covered properly.

In the Gemara's discussion on this Mishnah, we learn the source for why any Jew who sees uncovered blood must cover it,
and the requirement to cover the blood with one's hands rather than one's feet so as not to treat mitzvos with contempt. This
leads into a famous discussion regarding the fine imposed by Rabban Gamliel on someone who snatched another's mitzvah of
kisuy hadam, which leads the Gemara to analyze the value of a brachah and brings down a beautiful story involving Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi and a heretic.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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REFUTATION

The Gemara rejects this comparison: How can you compare these two cases?!
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There, in the case of Rav's talmidim, drinking and reciting a blessing simultaneously is not possible. Therefore, by asking

for the cup of blessing, they clearly showed they were stopping their drinking.
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But here, regarding the covering of the blood, it is possible that he slaughters with one hand and covers the blood of the
first animal with the other one. Since they could have been done at the same time, covering the first blood is not considered an

interruption of the slaughtering.
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MISHNAH: If one slaughtered a wild animal or bird and did not cover the blood, and another person saw it uncovered, the

second person is obligated to cover the blood.
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If the shochet covered it and it was subsequently uncovered, he is exempt from covering it again.
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If the wind covered it with dirt, and then it became uncovered again, the shochetis obligated to cover it.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Rabbis taught in a braisa: The pasuk says, "And he shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth,"” which

teaches that the one who poured it out, meaning the shochet, shall cover it.
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If he slaughtered and did not cover the blood, and another person saw it, from where do we know that the one who saw it

is obligated to cover it?
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As it is stated: "Therefore I'said to the children of Israel,” which is a warning to all the children of Israel to fulfill this

mitzvah if the shochet fails to do so.
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It is taught in ano ther braisa: The pasuk says, "And he shall pour out and cover,” meaning with that which he poured out
— with his hands — with it he shall cover, so that he should not cover it with his foot, so that mitzvos should not be

contemptible to him.
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It is taught in another braisa: "And he shall pour out and cover,” meaning the one who poured it out, he has the first right

to cover it.

STATEMENT
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Anincident occurred with one who slaughtered, and his friend preempted himand covered the blood, and Rabban

Gamliel obligated him to give him ten gold coins as compensation for taking away his mitzvah.
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A dilemma was raised before them: Are these ten gold coins the reward of the mitzvah itself, or are they the reward of the

blessing that would have been recited over the mitzvah?
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What is the practical difference of this question? It makes a difference for Birchas HaMazon, if someone stole the opportunity

to lead the bentching.
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If you say the ten coins are the reward of the mitzvah, then Birchas HaMazon is one mitzvah, and the fine would be ten coins.
But if you say it is the reward of the blessing, since there are four blessings in Birchas HaMazon, the fine would be forty gold

coins.
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What is the halachic conclusion?
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Come and hear a proof from the following story: As a certain heretic said to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi: He who formed the
mountains did not create the wind, and he who created the wind did not form the mountains, as it is written: "For

behold, He Who forms the mountains and creates the wind," implying two separate creators.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to him: Fool! Go down to the end of the pasuk, where it says: "Hashem, the God of Hosts, is

His name," showing that one Creator did both.

STATEMENT
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The heretic said to him: Give me a time of three days, and I will return to you with a refutation.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi sat and fasted three fasts so that the heretic would not succeed in finding a heretical answer.
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When he was about to eat after his fasts, they said to him: A heretic is standing at the door.

STATEMENT

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said in distress, quoting the pasuk: "They put gall into my food, and for ny thirst they gave me vinegar to
drink."

STATEMENT
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The visitor said to him: Rabbi, I ama bringer of good tidings to you; your enemy did not find an answer, and he fell

from the roof and died.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to him: Is it your desire to dine with me? He said to him: Yes.

STATEMENT
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After they ate and drank, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to him: Do you want to drink the cup of blessing, or do you want

to take forty gold coins and let me recite the blessings?

STATEMENT
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The guest said to him: I will drink the cup of blessing.
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A Heavenly Voice went forth and said: The cup of blessing is worth forty gold coins! This proves that each of the four

blessings of Birchas HaMazon is worth ten gold coins.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: That family of the heretic still exists among the prominent families of Rome, and they call it the

family of Bar Luyanus.

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Mishnah taught: If he covered it and it was subsequently uncovered, he is exempt from covering it again.

GEMARA
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Rav Acha the son of Rava said to Rav Ashi: How is this different from returning a lost object, where the Master said
that the double wording of "You shall surely return” teaches that you must return it even a hundred times? Why is covering the

blood not a repeating mitzvah?
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Rav Ashi said to him: There, by a lost object, a limiting word is not written; but here, a limiting word is written: "And he

shall cover it," meaning only once.

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Mishnah taught: If the wind covered it, and then it became uncovered, he is obligated to cover it.

GEMARA
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Rabbah bar bar Chana said that Rabbi Yochanan said: They only taught this where it became uncovered again; but if it

did not become uncovered again, he is exempt from covering it.
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The Gemara asks: And even if it became uncovered again, what of it? It was already rejected from the mitzvah when the

wind covered it, so why should the obligation return?
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Rav Pappa said: This says that there is no permanent rejection regarding mitzvos. Even if a mitzvah was temporarily set

aside, the obligation returns once the obstacle is gone.
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The Gemara asks: And how is this different from that which is taught in a braisa: One who slaughters and the blood is

absorbed into the ground is still obligated to cover it?
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The Gemara answers: There, it is a case where its trace is still visible on top of the ground, so it was never truly covered.

n;wn MISHNAH
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MISHNAH: Blood that was mixed with water, if it has the appearance of blood, one is obligated to cover it.
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If the blood was mixed with wine, we view it as if it were water, to see if it would have colored the water.
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If the blood of the wild animal or bird was mixed with the blood of a domestic animal, which does not require covering...
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Or if the blood of a slaughtered bird was mixed with the blood of a wild animal that is exempt from covering, we view it as

though it, the exempt blood, were water, and if there is enough bird's blood to color the mixture, one is obligated to cover it.
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Rabbi Yehuda says: Blood does not nullify blood, and therefore even if the exempt blood is the majority, the obligation to

cover remains.
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With regard to blood that spurts during shechita onto the walls of the pit and the blood that is on the knife, one is obligated

to cover it.
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Rabbi Yehuda said: When is this the halacha? At a time when there is no other blood there except that spurted blood; but
if there is other blood there that is not that spurted blood, which was already covered in the pit, then he is exempt from

covering the blood on the wall or the knife.

GEMARA
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GEMAR A: We learned in a Mishnah there in Maseches Zevachim: With regard to blood of a korban that was mixed with

water, if it has the appearance of blood, it is fit for sprinkling on the Mizbeach.
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If the blood was mixed with red wine, we view it as though it were water, and if that amount of water would not ruin the

appearance of the blood, it is fit.
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If the kodashim blood was mixed with the blood of a chullin domesticated animal or with the blood of a chullin wild

animal, we view it as though it were water.
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Rabbi Yehuda says: Blood does not nullify blood, and it is fit in any case.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yochanan said: They only taught this halacha that it is fit if it has the appearance of
blood where the water fell into the blood; but if the blood fell into the water, the first drop and then the next first drop is

nullified in the water as it falls, and the mixture is permanently disqualified.

STATEMENT
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Rav Pappa said: But with regard to the matter of covering the blood, it is not so; even if the blood fell into water, it is not
nullified, because there is no permanent rejection by mitzvos that are not kodashim, and once there is enough blood to color

the water, the obligation returns.
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Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: Any mixture of blood and water that retains a reddish appearance, they effect

atonement if sprinkled on the Mizbeach, and they render food susceptible to tumah, and they are obligated in covering.
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The Gemara asks: What is he teaching us? That they effect atonement, we already learned this in the Mishnah in Zevachim!

That they are obligated in covering, we already learned this in our Mishnah!
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The Gemara answers: It was necessary for him to teach that they render food susceptible to tumah.
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The Gemara objects: Regarding rendering susceptible also, why do we need a ruling? If the mixture is considered blood, it
renders susceptible asblood, and if it is considered water, it renders susceptible as water! Either way, the food becomes

susceptible!
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The Gemara answers: No, it is necessary fora case where he mixed it with rainwater.
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The Gemara asks: Regarding rainwater also, since he took the water and poured it into the blood, he has given it

importance, and rainwater that is handled with intent renders food susceptible!

RESOLUTION
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The Gemara answers: No, it is necessary fora case where they became mixed on their own, without human action.
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Rabbi Assi of Neharbil says: Shmuel's statement was referring to the clear plasma of blood that has a reddish hue.

171D NDUNT NI N2 WY N CRDTR N 02

Rabbi Yirmeya of Difti said: One who consumes this plasma is punishable by kares, and that is specifically where there is a

kezayis of actual blood within the plasma.
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It was taught in a Braisa: Plasma froma corpse imparts tumah in a tent, and that is specifically where there is a revi'is of

actual blood within it.
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We learned in a Mishnah there: All liquids of a corpse are tahor fromimparting the severe tumah of a corpse, except for its

blood; and any reddish appearance in its liquids imparts tumah in a tent.
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The Gemara asks: And are the liquids of a corpse tahor? But I will point out a contradiction: We learned in a Mishnah,
with regard to the liquid of a tevul yom, liquids that issue from him are like liquids that he touches, which are tamei; and

the same should apply to a corpse!

SUMMARY

The Gemara establishes that the shochet has the primary right to performkisuy hadam, and if someone else steals the mitzvah,
they must pay a fine of ten gold coins. Through a story involving Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi and a guest who chose the cup of
blessing overa cash reward, a Heavenly Voice confirms that each of the four brachos of Birchas HaMazon is worth ten gold
coins. Additionally, the Gemara clarifies that while returning a lost object must be done repeatedly, the Torah's phrasing limits
the obligation of kisuy hadam to a single act once it has been properly covered. Finally, we learn that if the wind covers the
blood and it becomes uncovered again, the shochet is still obligated to cover it, demonstrating the principle that there is no

permanent rejection (dechuya) when it comes to mitzvos.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara brings down a beautiful and powerful story about Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, who offered his guest a choice: either
take forty gold coins, or take the zechus of reciting the Birchas HaMazon over the cup of blessing. The guest chose the
blessing, and a Bas Kol came out and declared that the cup of blessing is indeed worth forty gold coins. From here, the

Gemara learns that every single one of the four berachos of Birchas HaMazon is worth ten gold coins.

Think about this for a moment, nmy friends. We bentch every single day, sometimes multiple times a day. It is so easy to let the
words slip by as a habit, a quick routine we rush through to get back to our day. But Chazal are revealing to us the true value
of what we are holding. Every single berachah we utter is a precious gem, valued by Heaven ata fortune of gold. When we

say Birchas HaMazon, we are literally collecting wealth!

This is not just about bentching; it is about how we look at all our mitzvos. The Torah tells us regarding the mitzvah of kisuy
hadam that we must cover the blood with our hands and not with our feet, so that "mitzvos should not be contemptible to
him." When we do a mitzvah with excitement, with care, and with a sense of its immense value, we show Hashem how much

we cherish His Torah.

Today, when you sit down to bentch after eating bread, do not just rush through the words. Pause for three seconds before
you begin. Remind yourself of the Bas Kol's declaration: each of these four berachos is worth ten gold coins. Say the words

slowly, out loud, and with real joy, appreciating the immense spiritual wealth you are gathering with every single word.

vaAT - 1PN P AT *222 TP - Navy € Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text DAF YOMI - CHULLIN 87 - FULL BLATT




