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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L) THE SUGYA

We begin the daf by wrapping up the previous discussion regarding the tumah of liquids. The Gemara is bothered by a
contradiction between our Mishnah and a Braisa regarding whether liquids that come froma corpse are tamei. The Gemara
resolves this by distinguishing between a corpse and a zav, explaining the specific Rabbinic gezeirah that applies to a zav's
liquids but not to a corpse's liquids, based on how people naturally keep their distance from them. From there, the Gemara
transitions back to the halachos of kisuy hadam, discussing the source in the pesukim for whether one is obligated to cover
blood that spurts or remains on the knife, bringing a machlokes between the Rabbis, Rabbi Yehuda, and Rabban Shimon ben

Ganliel regarding what constitutes the main blood of the shechitah.

Next, we learn a new Mishnah that defines the materials kosher for kisuy hadam. The Mishnah lists various substances, such
as fine sand, crushed potsherds, and fine manure, while excluding coarse materials or simply overturning a vessel over the
blood. The Gemara analyzes the definitions of these materials, specifically what constitutes fine versus coarse sand, and brings
a Braisa that expounds the pesukim of "and he shall coverit" and "with earth” to show how the Torah includes certain dust-
like substances while excluding others.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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And both these, the liquids that issue froma tevul yom, and those, the liquids that touch him, do not impart any severe ritual

impurity to other things, as they are only a sheni I'tumah;
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and with regard to all other ritually impure sources, whe ther minor sources of impurity or major sources of impurity, the

liquids that issue from them have the same status as liquids that touch them,
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and both these and those have the status of a first-degree of ritual impurity, except for a liquid that is itself a primary

source of ritual impurity, such as the bodily fluids of a zav.




GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of minor sources and what is the meaning of major sources?
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Is it not that minor sources refers to a cree ping animal or a zav, and major sources refers to a corpse? If so, the Mishnah implies

that all liquids issuing froma corpse are tamei, which contradicts a Braisa!
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The Gemara answers: No, the termminor sources refers to a creeping animal, such as urine found inside its body, and major
sources refers to a zav, whose bodily fluids are indeed a primary source of impurity. But liquids issuing froma corpse are actually

tahor, except for its blood.
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The Gemara asks: What is different with regard to a zav, that the Rabbis decreed impurity on all liquids that issue from him,
and what is different with regard to a corpse, that the Rabbis did not decree a similar impurity on all liquids that issue from

it?
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The Gemara answers: In the case of a zav, since people do not naturally separate themselves from him while he is alive, the
Rabbis decreed a gezeirah on his other liquids so that people would not come to touch his main impure fluids; whereas in the
case of a corpse, since people naturally separate themselves from it out of respect and fear, the Rabbis did not decree any

extra restrictions.
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Regarding the Mishnah's ruling about blood that spurts and that which is on the knife, the Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The
verse says, "And he shall cover it"—this teaches that blood that spurts and that which re mains on the knife, one is

obligated to cover.
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Rabbi Yehuda said: When is this the halacha? At a time when there is no other blood there except for that spurted blood;
but if there is other blood there besides that spurted blood, such as the main blood in the pit, then one is exempt from

covering the spurted blood.




STATEMENT
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It was taught in ano ther Braisa: The verse says, "And he shall cover it"—this teaches that all of its blood, one is obligated

to cover. From here they said: Blood that spurts and that which is on the sides of the neck, one is obligated to cover.

STATEMENT
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: In what case are these words said? In a case where one did not yet cover the blood
of the soul, which is the main life-blood that flows at slaughter; but if one already covered the blood of the soul, he is

exempt from covering the remaining spurted blood.
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The Gemara asks: With regard to what principle do they disagree?
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The Gemara answers: The Rabbis hold that the word "its blood" implies all of its blood must be covered. Rabbi Yehuda
holds that "its blood" implies even a portion of its blood is sufficient to fulfill the mitzvah, so if there is other blood, this

spurted blood is exempt. And Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel holds that "its blood" refers to the unique blood, which is the
blood of the soul.
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MISHNAH: With what substances may one cover the blood, and with what substances may one not cover the blood?
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One may cover with fine manure, and with fine sand, with lime, and with crushed potsherd, and with a brick or with the

lid of a jar that one crushed into dust;
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but one may not cover, neither with coarse manure, nor with coarse sand, nor with a brick or with the lid of a jar that

one did not crush, and one may not overturn a vessel over it to merely hide it.
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel stated a general rule: Any substance in which plants grow, one may cover with it; and that

which does not grow plants, one may not cover with it.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: What is considered fine sand?
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Rabba bar bar Chana said that Rabbi Yochanan said: Any sand that the potter does not need to crush before using it to

make vessels.
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And there are those who teach this statement of Rabbi Yochanan on the latter clause of the Mishnah: But one may not

cover, neither with coarse manure, nor with coarse sand.
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On this, the Gemara asks: What is considered coarse sand?
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Rabba bar bar Chana said that Rabbi Yochanan said: Any sand that the potter needs to crush before using it.
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The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference between them, i.c., between these two versions of Rabbi Yochanan's

statement?
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The Gemara answers: There is a difference between them regarding sand that is needed and yet not needed for crushing,
namely, sand that crumbles easily by hand without a tool. According to the first version, this is kosher because it does not require

formal crushing; according to the second version, it is invalid because it still requires some crumbling.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The verse says, "And he shall cover it.” One might think he may cover it with stones, or

overturna vessel overit;
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therefore, the verse teaches: "With earth.”
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And I only have a source for earth; from where do we derive to include fine manure, and fine sand, and crushed stones,

and crushed potsherd, and fine flax-chaff?
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The Baraita continues: And what is the source that we may cover the blood with fine sawdust of carpenters, and lime, and

crushed potsherd, and a brick or the lid of an earthenware barrel that one crushed?
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The verse states: "And cover it,” which is an inclusive term implying that one may cover it with any substance.
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One might have thought that I will include even thick manure, and thick sand, and filings of metal vessels, and a brick

or a lid that one did not crush, and flour, and bran, and coarse bran?
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Therefore, the verse states: "With earth,” to exclude these.

QUESTION
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The Baraita asks: And what did yousee thatled you to include these substances and to exclude those?
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The Baraita answers: After the verse included with the term"and cover it" and excluded with the term "with earth,” I include
these substances, such as fine sand, which are a type of earth in which plants can grow, and I exclude those substances, such

as thick sand, which are not a type of earth because plants do not grow in them.
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The Gemara asks: Why not say that the term "and cover it" is a generalization, and the term"earth” is a detail? And we have a
rule that in a generalization and a detail, there is only what is in the detail itself. If so, earth, yes, you may use, but any

other thing, no, you may not use at all!
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Rav Mari said in response: We do not learn it this way because it is a generalization that requires a detail to explain how the
mitzvah is performed, and any generalization that requires a detail is not evaluated by the rules of generalization and
detail. The word "cover” is vague, so the Torah had to write "earth” to teach us that the covering must be done with a substance

that absorbs the blood, and not just by placing a vessel over it.

STATEMENT
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Rav Nachman bar Rav Chisda expounded: One may not cover the blood except with a substance in which one sows

seeds and it sprouts.
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Rava said: This is an absurdity! Our Mishnah and Baraitas explicitly permit substances in which seeds do not sprout.
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Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said to Rava: What is its absurdity? I said this ruling to him, and from this following Baraita I

said it to him:
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If'a person was traveling in the desert, and he does not have earth to cover the blood, he may grind a gold dinar and

cover the blood with its dust.
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If he was traveling ona ship, and he does not have earth to cover the blood, he may burn his garment and cover the

blood with the ashes. Now, if desert sand, which does not sprout seeds, were permitted, why would he need to grind a gold dinar?
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The Gemara analyzes the Baraita: Granted, that he may burn his garment and cover the blood, because we find that ashes are

called "afar" (earth),
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but regarding a gold dinar, from where do we know thatits dust is called "afar"?
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Rabbi Zeira said: The verse says, "And it has dust of gold,” showing that gold dust is called "afar.”
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The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: One may not cover the blood except with actual earth; these are the words of Beit

Shammai.
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And Beit Hillel say: We find that ashes are called "afar," as it is stated regarding the Red Heifer: "And for the

contaminated person they shall take from the dust of the burning of the purification fromsin."
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And Beit Shammai respond: It is called "dust of burning,” but ordinary "dust” it is not called.
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A Tanna taught: They added to the list of permitted substances coal dust, and stibium, and shavings from chiseling stones,

and some say: even arsenic.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: As a reward for that which Avraham Avinu said, "And I am but dust and ashes," his children merited two

mitzvos: the ashes of the Red Heifer, and the dust of the Sotah.
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The Gemara asks: But let him also count the earth of covering the blood?
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The Gemara answers: There, in covering the blood, there is only the preparation of a mitzvah, but there is no active benefit

that comes fromit. The ashes of the Parah Adumah purify, and the dust of the Sotah brings peace between husband and wife.

STATEMENT

13K BTN TINY DT X2 TN

And Rava said: As a reward for that which Avraham Avinu said to the king of Sodom, "If froma thread to a shoe strap...”

SUMMARY

In this daf, the Gemara clarifies that while the Rabbis decreed tumah on all liquids of a zav to prevent people from touching
his primary impure fluids, they did not make a similar decree fora corpse because people naturally keep their distance out of
respect. Regarding kisuy hadam, the Gemara presents a machlokes Tanna'im on whether spurted blood must be covered if the
main life-blood (dam hanefesh) has already been covered. Finally, the Gemara defines the kosher materials for covering the
blood, explaining that any substance resembling earth or in which plants can grow is kosher, provided it is fine and does not

require crushing, while coarse materials, metal filings, and food items like flour are excluded.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara brings down a beautiful teaching of Rava: in the merit of Avraham Avinu saying "And I ambut dust and ashes"
(719X17104), his children merited two great mitzvos: the ashes of the Parah Adumah and the dust of the Sotah. Think about
this chiddush for a moment. Avraham Avinu was the father of the Jewish nation, a giant of giants, yet he looked at himself
and saw absolute nothingness. He didn't just act humble; he truly felt like dust and ashes. And because he made himself small,

Hashemmade his descendants eternal, giving us mitzvos that bring purity and peace.

This is the yesod of all avodas Hashem. The world tells you to make yourself big, to show off your strengths, and to demand
respect. But the Torah teaches us the exact opposite. True greatness comes from bittul, from realizing that everything we have
is a gift from Hashemand that on our own, we are nothing. When a Yid humbles himself, he doesn't lose anything; on the

contrary, he creates a vessel to receive Hashem's blessings and holiness.

Today, when you feel the urge to assert your honor, to win an argument, or to show someone that you are right, stop and

remember Avraham Avinu. Take a deep breath, make yourself a little smaller, and let Hashem's presence fill the space instead.
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