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The Hebrew is the original Ohr HaChaim. Each passage is paired with its Al-assisted explanatory English, beside it on wide pages and beneath it on

smaller screens. Brief clarifications are marked within the English. In plain words and Lemaaseh are separate Al-assisted study aids.

Deuteronomy 33:8
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And of Levi be said: Thy Thummim and Thy Urim be with Thy holy one, Whom Thou didst prove at Massah,
With whom Thou didst strive at the waters of Meribab;

WATPA RO AN 9N

Al-assisted explanatory translation

Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:8:1

And of Levi he said: Thy Thummim etc. This means that this 1772 07PN, WINR i3 7700 TN MH D)
matter [of the High Priest's breastplate] shall remain established . .
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in his hand, and for his descendants after him as an everlasting

priesthood.

Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:8:2

Whom Thoudidst prove at Massah. The explanation is: Since Y7 0h WIND .0n2 IN01 WX

Yaakov had said concerning Levi, in partnership with Shimon, ) . .
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"weapons of violence etc. Cursed be their anger, for it was

fierce” (Genesis 49:5,7), IPWRI2) "1 71y °2 02X MR "
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therefore Moshe said here that Levi was tested and shown not to
be a master of anger and wrath. This was tested at Massah. This
does not mean that Hashem actively tested him, but rather that
He saw a proof in him, because all the other tribes of Israel
tested Hashem, as itis written, "and because they tried Hashem"
(Exodus 17:7), but Levidid notdo so. From this you learn that
their anger had subsided.
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Original Ohr HaChaim Hebrew on Sefaria

Al-assisted study aids - Deuteronomy 33:8

NWYW23 - In plain words

The Ohr HaChaim explains that Moshe's blessing to Levi confirms the everlasting priesthood through the
Urim and Thummim. He addresses the harsh words Yaakov previously spoke to Leviregarding his fierce
anger. Moshe clarifies that Levi's character had refined; this was proven at Massah, where the rest of the

nation complained and tested Hashem, while the tribe of Levi remained faithful and did notjoin in the anger

and rebellion.

HWY?_J’? - Lemaaseh

We learn from the tribe of Levi that past tendencies toward anger or impulsiveness do notdefine a person's
spiritual future. Through conscious refinement, a trait that was once criticized can be completely
transformed into a vehicle for holiness and divine service. When faced with a challenging situation where

others are complaining or losing their composure, choosing to remain calm and faithful is the ultimate proof

of our inner growth.



https://www.sefaria.org/Or_HaChaim_on_Deuteronomy_33%3A8?ven=Or%20Hachayim%2C%20trans.%20Eliyahu%20Munk&vhe=Vocalized%20Edition

Deuteronomy 33:9
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Who said of bis father, and of bis mother: T have not seen him ’; Neither did he acknowledge bis brethren, Nor
knew he his own children; For they have observed Thy word, And keep Thy covenant.
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Al-assisted explanatory translation

Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:9:1

Al-assisted explanatory translation: [The verses] "Who said [of IN2N® 231 VDY 1110 NRT (~D)
his father and of his mother: Thave notseen him']" and "They
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shall teach Your ordinances [to Yaakov]" (Deuteronomy 33:10) ' ' ' o

can be explained in light of what Chazal said in Bava Batra 60a. ]?,N 775—7 NT’? WN;IW HWW_JZI (.0 X7N3

They relate an incident where people came to a judge to litigate D.‘I? AN 101 07200 '|1'[77 PAR MY

concerning a tree that was causing damage to a public pathway. IRDTY TR HT?WT 9 _”3@77 Ty
The judge told them, "Wait undl tomorrow.” That night, he sent ) . ’ .' '
messengers and cutdown his own tree first [so that he would be AR TR 1 RN 199K KA
free of the same fault before ruling on theirs]. This is the i miall DiPR 1K 7D J1N DQWD ﬂﬁm?
meaning of "Who said of his father...": a person who acts with 75 1, (0 XIN2 X323) *19) " 54y
such integrity is fit to teach judgment to others, because there is . . .
no room for anyone to say to him, "Remove the beam from _”173{{7?1 1,3}577 TR IR
between your own eyes” (Bava Batra 15b). The proof of this

absolute integrity is that he is "the one who says to his father and

mother, 'Thave notseen him" [meaning he applies the law

strictly to himself and his closestrelatives first].




Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:9:2

Al-assisted explanatory translatdon: Another explanaton: Since 3 DPVBIY” MXY 0% %7 TV

Hashem commanded, "You shall appointjudges... for your : .
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tribes” (Deuteronomy 16:18), and Chazal explained in the Sifrei S T

that this requires appointing judges from within each specific '-IJ@’W -]ﬂgw (m20) '_(91:177 D.:lﬁ'.:)'f
tribe for that tribe, Moshe therefore declared here that the tribe 79 1AW "D NN MY LAY DIb oI
of Leviis uniquely suited to be appointed over all the tribes of 3?517 019 K] XD MY T TX5
Israel. This is because they proved they do notshow favoritism ' ' ) ' ) )

to a father, a brother, or a child. This is the meaning of "They b; 2y ﬂTJ?_Dﬂu'Ib 07 oK 1:171 ﬂ?‘f‘?ﬂ
shall teach Your ordinances to Yaakov" as a general rule for all of JPUEYN 1717 1NN NIM o N 0w
Israel, because we do notneed to worry thata Levite judge will
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show favoritism to his own tribe over any other tribe.
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Original Ohr HaChaim Hebrew on Sefaria

Al-assisted study aids - Deuteronomy 33:9
NWWD2 - In plain words

The Ohr HaChaim offers two explanations for why the Levites' refusal to show favoritism to their closest
relatives makes them uniquely fit to teach Torah and judge Israel. First, drawing on the Talmudic principle that
ajudge mustcorrecthis own faults before correcting others, he explains that the Levites' willingness to apply
the law stricty to themselves and their families ensures that no one can challenge their moral authority.
Second, while judges are normally appointed from within each tribe to serve that specific tribe, the Levites
proved during the incident of the Golden Calf that they are entirely free of tribal bias. Because they did not

spare even their own kin, they are uniquely qualified to actas impartal judges for all of Israel.

MYYRY - Lemaaseh

The Levites earned the right to teach and judge Israel because they demanded more from themselves and
their own families than from anyone else. A powerful practical reflection from this is that our moral influence
on others depends entirely on our personal integrity. If we wish to guide our children, students, or peers, we
must firsthold ourselves to the very standards we preach. We can practice this by identifying one area of self-
discipline we expectfrom others and quietly mastering it ourselves first, thereby ensuring our words are

spoken with sincere, lived authority.



https://www.sefaria.org/Or_HaChaim_on_Deuteronomy_33%3A9?ven=Or%20Hachayim%2C%20trans.%20Eliyahu%20Munk&vhe=Vocalized%20Edition

Deuteronomy 33:10
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They shall teach Jacob Thine ordinances, And Israel Thy law; They shall put incense before Thee, And whole
burnt-offering upon Thine altar..

No Obr HaChaim comment on thispasuk in thisedition.

NY 171 o) ? Denteronomy 33:11
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Bless, LORD, bhis substance, And accept the work of bis hands; Smite through the loins of them that rise up against
him, And of them that hate him, that they rise not again.
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Al-assisted explanatory translation

Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:11:1

Regarding the words "and of them that hate him, that they rise SRR IR” INN 1INIPT IR PRI
notagain” (literally, "from rising"), this is understood in light of
the words of Chazal in Bereishit Rabbah 99:2, who explain that
Moshe was prophesying about the Greek empire, which was
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destined to fall by the hand of the Hasmoneans [who were RialS .'IT? SNINwT°12 72 5inhH
Kohanim from the tribe of Levi]. Therefore, he said "and of " 159?:( WD TP I PRI
them that hate him, from rising," meaning thateven from the ' ' o
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very time when those enemies would experience a rise to power
and Israel would be broughtlow, at that very moment, "smite npaiglaRdniaighiaks'Rlati] o 3|17 o N
through the loins of them thatrise up againsthim.” And so it was, HU?EU N T 2T, 1Y I 1D
and this matter was a triumph achieved through a wondrous
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miracle.

Original Ohr HaChaim Hebrew on Sefaria



https://www.sefaria.org/Or_HaChaim_on_Deuteronomy_33%3A11?ven=Or%20Hachayim%2C%20trans.%20Eliyahu%20Munk&vhe=Vocalized%20Edition

Al-assisted study aids - Deuteronomy 33:11
NWYD2 - In plain words

The Ohr HaChaim explains the phrase "and of them that hate him, that they rise notagain” (literally, "from
rising") as a prophecy regarding the Hasmonean victory over the Greek empire. Even at the very historical
moment when the Greek oppressors had risen to the height of their power and Israel was broughtlow,
Hashem would smite the loins of Levi's enemies, bringing abouta wondrous and miraculous salvation

through the Hasmonean Kohanim.

HWW_QL(’ - Lemaaseh

The Ohr HaChaim teaches that even when the enemies of Israel seem to be at the very peak of their rise and
success, Hashem can instantly bring abouta miraculous salvation through those who dedicate themselves to
His service. We can apply this by streng thening our trustin Hashem's salvation during challenging times,

recognizing thatredemption can spring forth in a moment, even from a state of great lowliness.
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Of Benjamin be said: The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him; He covereth him all the day, And
He dwelleth between his shoulders.
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Al-assisted explanatory translation

Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:12:1

Regarding the words, Of Benjamin he said: The word "Of N1 71021377 N2n Wi AN 1n7ab
Benjamin” is the speech of Moshe, whereas the word "he said" is ..

AT NAT PN A ,Awn 3T
the narrative voice of the Scripture. For if this were notso, how ’ T o ’
would itbe understood that he is speaking about Benjamin? The 773_7([7 AT IR N ONW ,1N217
same structure applies to the subsequentblessings, suchas "And ”]?ﬂjsz?”l ”q@ﬁ’?” 121, 0IX K37 7170713

of Joseph he said" and "And of Zebulun he said."
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Or HaChaim on Deuteronomy 33:12:2

Regarding the phrase, "shall dwell in safety by Him": This ", wn by M 1w NN

means, whatis the reason that Benjamin will dwell in safety? Itis : I
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"by Him" [literally, upon Him], meaning because he is the ' '

immediate neighbor of the One Who dwells in the Temple. For N2 02,1771 77([7 [E=l7R kY
who would dare come to attack someone who is protected right '|7773,j N
next to the King?

Original Ohr HaChaim Hebrew on Sefaria

Al-assisted study aids - Deuteronomy 33:12
NWWD2 . In plain words

The Ohr HaChaim clarifies the narrative structure of the verse, explaining that the Torah inserts the word
"said" to transition between Moshe's directblessings to each tribe. He then explains that Benjamin's unique
safety and security stem directy from his physical and spiritual proximity to the Divine Presence, as the Holy
Temple was destined to be built within his tribal territory, placing him under the immediate protection of the
King.

HWY?_DE' - Lemaaseh

When we choose to place ourselves close to Hashem by dedicating our daily environment to Torah and
prayer, we merita unique form of spiritual security. Justas Benjamin dweltin safety because he was the
neighbor of the Temple, we can cultivate our own sense of inner peace and protection by ensuring our
homes and daily schedules are builtaround the Divine Presence. A modest way to practice this is to designate
a specific, permanentarea in one's home solely for Torah study and prayer, establishing a personal

sanctuary thatinvites Hashem's presence into our everyday lives.

Torah Hebrew comes from Sefaria, Tanach with Ta'amei Hamikra. The Torah English is JPS1917. Ohr HaChaim Hebrew comes from Sefaria, Vocalized Edition. These
source editionsare public domain. Hebrew wording and punctuation are preserved; web markup is rem oved and spacing is normalized.
The Ohr HaChaim English isan Al-assisted explanatory translation from the Hebrew. Sum maries and practical reflections are editorial study aids. Published Eliyahu

Munk English is retained in the source archive, separate from thisedition.
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